
Reception
Phonics & Reading 

Workshop



Aims

◼ Understand how phonics is taught and 
how to support your children.

◼ Understand how reading is taught and 
how to support your children.



EYFS
Literacy 

Reading
◼ Children read & understand simple sentences.

◼ They use phonic knowledge to decode regular 
words and read them aloud accurately. 

◼ They read some common irregular words.

◼ They demonstrate understanding when talking with 
others about what they have read.



EYFS
Literacy

Writing
◼ Children use their phonic knowledge to write words 

in ways that match their spoken sounds.

◼ They write some irregular common words.

◼ They write simple sentences which can be read by 
themselves and others.

◼ Some words are spelt correctly and others are 
phonetically plausible.



Phonics

◼ About 42 different sounds (phonemes)

◼ Children to recognise phoneme, grapheme
and name.

◼ Digraphs, trigraphs, split digraphs

◼ Clusters!

◼ Segmenting – sound buttons

◼ Blending – sound talk

◼ Purple phonics book – scan the code to 
hear.



Reading

1. Segmenting & blending - deciphering

2. Tricky words - deciphering

3. Common exception words (year 1 & 2)

4. Reading sentences - comprehension

5. Fluency & expression - comprehension

6. Prediction & inference – comprehension 



The books we use

◼ We change books on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays

◼ Books are linked to the phonics your child 
knows not a ‘level’.

◼ Regular phonics assessment.

◼ Books are read in guided reading groups 
before being brought home.

◼ ‘Free choice Friday’ – a book to read to/with 
your child.



How we teach reading

◼ Through our daily phonics session.

◼ Guided reading sessions – children in a 
group reading the same book 
discussing together.

◼ Individual reading – to focus on 
individual needs.

◼ Discrete teaching – wherever the 
chance arises.



Reading at home

◼ Children have ownership of the book.

◼ Look at the cover – what might it be about (be 
realistic)

◼ Child reads – smile – ‘good try’ – ‘this is a tricky 
word’ – ‘can you see a digraph?’

◼ Re read as a sentence if there has been lots of 
deciphering 

◼ What will happen next? (be realistic)

◼ What did you think? – occasionally provide the 
opposite opinion to your child.

◼ Was it like any other story we’ve read?



Comments for yellow logs

◼ ‘recognised all phonemes’

◼ ‘Had trouble recalling ....’

◼ ‘Segmented words but support needed 
to blend.’

◼ ‘Able to reread as sight words.’

◼ ‘Recognised tricky words.....’



Handwriting

Pencil grip – tripod grip, medium pressure

(Image removed)



Handwriting

Cursive style (website access)

Basic rule – all letters start on the line

coadgqse- curly caterpillars

rnmhbkp- one armed robots

iltujfy- long letters

v w x z – zigzag letters



Writing at home

◼ Practise letters – flour, glitter, mud, 
chalk, magnetic letters on the fridge

◼ Phonically plausible

◼ Shopping list, cards, post its, 

◼ Variety of pens, pencils, crayons…

◼ Follow interest

◼ Gross motor skills – shoulder, elbow, 
wrist, fingers



The best ways to help 
your children:

◼ Positive role models

◼ Modelling (especially if children are not in 

the mood!)

◼ Link to previous learning (purple 

book)

◼ Every day opportunities

◼ Little and often


