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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 

I hope you all had a wonderful Easter break.  

 

On Monday it was St George’s Day so children that 

are part of uniformed groups wore their uniform 

to school. In Assembly we found out that St 

George is the patron saint of England. I explained 

that the story that we know of St George and the 

dragon seems like a fairy tale. I told the story of 

how George was a knight and travelled around 

helping people. In the story George saved a 

princess from a dragon. On the 23rd April each 

year, we celebrate St George and his bravery. We 

do not know much about the real St George, but 

the story has a serious message for us all. Of 

course, we do not really have dragons, but we still 

have things that frighten us, just like the dragon in 

St George’s time terrified the villagers. We thought 

about things that we are scared of such as the 

dark. I explained that St George can not come and 

help us to overcome our fears, but we can 

overcome them ourselves with a bit of careful 

thought and help from other people. We might 

need to be brave and ask for help. We can always 

ask God to help us to be brave, and to face the 

things that are really scary. 

 

We continue to promote Character Education at St 

James’ and this term our focus is on 

Determination. We will be talking to the children 

about the ability to continue trying to do 

something, although it may be very difficult. 

Children will nominate people that they see 

showing determination.  

 

Headteacher’s Message 
The children are taking part in The Daily Mile. This 

is when the children jog with their friends in the 

safety of their school environment. Everyone has 

fun taking part and it is not competitive. They 

build relationships, confidence and resilience. The 

children work on their fitness and focus on having 

a healthy lifestyle in the fresh air. They support 

one another and improve their social and 

leadership skills. This daily physical activity helps 

children concentrate in the classroom. It is a 

profoundly simple but effective concept. Its impact 

can be transformational – improving not only the 

children’s fitness, but also their concentration 

levels, mood, behaviour and general wellbeing. 

The Daily Mile is a social activity, wherein the 

children jog at their own pace in the fresh air with 

friends. Children can occasionally walk to catch 

their breath, if necessary, but should aim to jog for 

the full 10 minutes.  

 

Staff have been sitting with the children as they 

eat their school lunch and have enjoyed listening 

to what the children did during the Easter 

holidays.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

should be very proud of themselves. They were all 

very brave to talk in front of such a large audience. 

Thank you to Mrs Richards, Mrs Nash and Mrs 

Coxon for preparing the children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all the Reception parents that have 

volunteered to help with the gardening on 

Saturday morning.  It was agreed to start at 8am 

to accommodate those parents that had other 

plans later in the day so please pop in any time 

from 8-10am. We are so grateful. I look forward to 

seeing you. Thank you also to the parents that 

came on Friday night as they could not make 

Saturday morning. 

Each year group will 

be given a slot over 

the coming year.   a 

huge thank you to 

Mr and Mrs Dunn 

who spent time at 

school over the 

Easter holidays 

painting the planters 

for Reception Class.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 had a fabulous trip to the National Gallery 

on Thursday. They had time to explore the gallery 

seeing many famous paintings including works by; 

Van Gogh, Monet, Cezanne, Seurat, Gainsborough 

and Turner. They then had a talk on Myths and 

Legends from Ancient Greece, their history topic. 

The guide focussed on three paintings telling the 

stories of Eros and Psyche, Odysseus and Penelope 

and Perseus and Medusa. After they had lunch at 

the gallery they also enjoyed the sunshine and 

explored Trafalgar Square. The children behaved 

very well and it was a lovely day. Thank you to 

Miss Atkinson for organising this trip.  

 

Year 4 have started their swimming lessons at 

Darrick wood. They will be going each week this 

term and I have heard that we have some fantastic 

swimmers! 

 

Reception Class presented a wonderful assembly 

on Friday where we learnt all about aliens and 

their underpants! The children showed us their 

beautifully drawn dinosaur skeletons and they 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next week Year 5 will be collecting for the RNLI if 

children would like to donate. The volunteer 

lifeboat crews provide a 24-hour rescue service in 

the UK and Ireland, the lifeguards look after 

people on busy beaches and the Flood Rescue 

Team helps those affected by flooding. RNLI crews 

and lifeguards have saved over 142,200 lives since 

1824 and we are happy to support this charity.  

Key Stage 2 children completed an anti –bullying 

questionnaire in class during March 2018. Having 

analysed the results I found that:  

 100% said that all the adults in school would 

help pupils who are worried or sad about 

bullying;  

 100% were able to say who they would tell if 

they were being bullied in school and knew 

what to do if they saw someone being 

bullied;  

 18% (23 children) said that they had seen 

bullying take place over the last year. They 

were all spoken to individually to discuss the 

incidents. All of the incidents had been dealt 

with and had stopped;   

 11% (14 children) said that they had been 

verbally bullied in the last year. They said 

that this had been name calling and being 

left out. Each child was spoken to 

individually to ascertain the circumstances. 

They all explained that they had told an 

adult in school and that the bullying had 

stopped.  

All the children spoken to were told that if the 

bullying happened again they should tell an adult 

again and the children said that they would. 

 

St George's Choir is recruiting 

 

The Cathedral Choir are hosting a recruitment day 

for new choristers (ages 7 -13). This will take place 

on Saturday 4th May from 10 am - 4 pm in the 

Cathedral Song Room. The entrance to the Song 

Room is on Westminster Bridge Road, and there 

will be signs to guide you. During the day there will 

be warm-ups, singing games, individual auditions, 

group rehearsals, social activities and you may 

even get a brief chance to conduct the choir in 

rehearsal! There will be a final performance for 

friends and family in St George's at the end of the 

day.  

 

Have a great weekend and I will hopefully see you 

in the garden on Saturday morning and at the PTA 

Comedy Night.  

 

Good luck to the parents that are running The 

London Marathon on Sunday!  

 

Mrs Weeks 

 

Dates  

As you can see we have lots of things planned for 

this term! 

 

April 

Saturday 27th 8-10am Reception Parents gardening 

at the school 

Saturday 27th PTA Comedy Night 

Tuesday 30th Year 5 visiting City Hall 

 

May 

Thursday 2nd Year 4 Class Mass 

Thursday 2nd Bank of America visiting Year 6 



 

 

Wednesday 17th Year 6 to visit Bank of America 

Thursday 18th Summer Walk in Jubilee Park at 9:15  

Tuesday 23rd Leaver’s Mass at 10:00 

Tuesday 23rd End of Term 

 

 

Wednesday Word 

This Week’s Word is BELIEVE. Believing in the 

resurrection adds something very special to our 

lives. After seeing the risen Jesus, Jesus invited 

Thomas to believe and he makes the same 

invitation to us today. This week we prayed that 

Jesus would help our belief in him to grow, 

through recognising his presence in the loving 

words and actions of those around us.    

 

Safeguarding 

‘Internet Matters’ is a new online portal designed 

for parents to access simple, easy and practical 

advice about online safety. It provides tips on 

protecting children from online grooming, 

cyberbullying, privacy, theft and inappropriate 

content. It is a not-for-profit organisation set up by 

BT, Sky, Talk Talk and Virgin Media. 

 

Other messages…. 

Sports News 

Sports Clubs start back next week. Please make 

sure you have booked children onto clubs with a 

new form. If you have not done this, your child will 

not appear on the club register and will not be 

able to participate because of safeguarding.     

Well done to the Year 6 children who took part in 

the tennis tournament on Wednesday. There were 

some wins and some losses but every game was 

played with enthusiasm and enjoyment. 

Mrs Connolly 

Year 5 

Year 5 will be going on a school trip on Tuesday 

30th April. They need to bring a packed  lunch  (no 

Tuesday 7th All children to wear summer uniform 

Monday 13th –Thursday 16th Year 6 SATs  

Tuesday 14th Year 5 visiting The Memory Café 

Friday 17th Year 4 Sleepover at school 

Tuesday 21st WE visiting Years 4, 5 and 6 

Wednesday 22nd Class Photographs for Reception 

Class and Year 6 

Thursday 23rd Whole School May Procession 

(Parents welcome) 

Thursday 23rd Year 6 visiting Bromley High for a 

lecture by Sarah Begum 

Friday 24th Year 1 Class Assembly at 2:50 (Parents 

welcome) 

 

June 

Monday 3rd INSET DAY 

Monday 10th-Friday 14th Year 1 Phonic Check 

Thursday 13th PTA own clothes day 

Friday 14th Year 2 Class Assembly at 2:50 

Wednesday 19th Prayer Day 

Wednesday 19th Secondary Transfer Meeting at 

7pm for Year 4 and Year 5 parents 

Thursday 20th Year 3 Class Mass in school 

Friday 21st Sports Day 

Monday 24th Year 5 River Study 

Monday 24th KS1 Hever Castle visit 

Friday 28th Reserve Date for Sports Day  

Saturday 29th PTA Summer Fair  

 

July 

Monday 1st Open classrooms for parents to look at 

trays at 3:20 

Thursday 4th Meeting for New Reception Class 

(2019) parents at 7pm 

Friday 5th Reports to parents 

Tuesday 9th and Wednesday 10th Year 6 Production 

at 7pm 

Wednesday 10th-Friday 12th Newstead Woods Year 

5 Enrichment  

Friday 12th Helen O’Grady Performance 1:15 

(Parents welcome) 

Friday 12th Walk Around Evening to look at trays 

and meet with teachers 4-6pm 



 

 

friends and family and are now looking forward to 

the summer term. 

We do have some tickets remaining for the PTA 

Comedy Night which is taking place on Saturday. 

You can turn up and purchase tickets on the night! 

Doors open at 7pm and the comedy starts at 8pm 

prompt.  

There will be a bar serving wine, prosecco, beer 

and soft drinks plus a few bar snacks.  This will be 

a fun evening for all attending and a special thanks 

to Year 2 for organising the event. 

The next PTA meeting will be on Wednesday 1st 

May at 7.30pm in the School Hall.  The meeting is 

open to all so please do come along and find out 

more about the money we raise and how this in 

turn benefits each and every one of our children.  

We are always looking for new ideas and 

volunteers!  We are also recruiting new committee 

members to replace the current committee in 

September.  Come along or email us to find out 

more....we would love to hear from you! 

 

DIARY DATES  

Saturday 27 April Comedy Night, School Hall  

Wednesday 1st May PTA Meeting, School Hall 

Saturday 18 May Spring Ball, West Kent Golf Club  

Saturday 29th June Summer Fair, School Field 

Contact us: pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com or via 

our Facebook page. 

glass bottles) and a waterproof jacket to school on 

this day.  Mrs Wilson 

Rosary 

To honour Mary in the month of May, I will be 
holding a Rosary Group for KS2 pupils in the week 
beginning Monday 20th May. This will be held at 
8.40am in the Year 5 classroom. All children are 
welcome. If any parents would like to come and 
and share the Rosary with the children in a 
different language please can you contact the 
school office.    Many thanks    Mrs Wilson 

The Police Competition entries are due in on 

Monday—please hand to  the class teacher or the 

office.  Thank you.  Miss McCarthy 

Oakies 

We welcome you all back after the Easter holidays 
and hope you had an ‘eggcellent’ time. We would 
like to let you know of some fun projects that we 
will be doing at Oakies this term, as suggested by 
our Oakies Ambassadors.  
 
Sock puppets -  (please could you donate any long 
socks, preferably with no holes and washed). 
 
Oakies Sports Day - (this will be in July, we will let 
you know more details nearer the time). 
 
Decorating cup cakes and making brownies  
 
If you or your children have any other ideas we 
would love to hear them. 
 
If you have any unwanted scooters, dolls, push 
chairs and dolls' things in general, please could 
you donate them to Oakies, this would be much 
appreciated. 
 
We are hoping the weather will improve so we can 
spend our time outside, enjoying our lovely 
surroundings. 
 
Oakie dokie 
Janet and team 
 

PTA News  

We hope you all had a relaxing Easter break with 


