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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
 
On Tuesday we marked the Marie Curie National 
Day of Reflection by taking a minute to think about 
how it has been a year since the first UK lockdown. 
Since then, millions of people have been bereaved, 
both as a result of covid-19 and due to other 
causes. The restrictions we have all been living 
under have therefore meant that many of us – 
including children – have had to grieve without the 
comfort of having friends and family around them. 
This National Day of Reflection gave us a time to 
unite in our collective grief as a nation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In assembly, we celebrated the children’s 
nominations for honesty. The nominations are 
displayed in the hall and are kept in our Character 
Education book. We are also celebrating children 
who are remembering how to keep themselves 
and others safe and instead of the Headteacher 
tea party at the moment we are presenting 
children with a special pencil as a reward. KS2 also 
continue to present their awards for Pride, Respect 
and Courtesy.  
 
KS2 have been completing a questionnaire this 
week about any incidents of bullying that they 
have witnessed or have experienced in and out of 
school. I are in the process of talking to any 
children individually who are concerned about this 
and I will share the results of this questionnaire 
with parents when I have collated the data.  
 

Headteacher’s Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Courtesy Award was awarded to Jack in Y5 
this week.  Well done Jack! 
 
Mrs Deasy led Reception class on a litter pick 
around the school grounds recently in support of 
our bid to become an 
Eco School.  
Unfortunately, we 
they did pick up quite 
a lot including a crisp 
packet from 2017  
which can take up to 
80 years to 
decompose!! 
 
 
 

Year  Pride in work Respect in class 

Year 3 Pascal Riya 

Year 4 Hendrick Lana 

Year 5 Sophie Susannah 

Year 6 Rory Corinne 

Year Keeping each other 

safe in school 

Reception Lucas 

Year 1 Camille 

Year 2 Anthony 

Year 3 Joe 

Year 4 Isabelle 

Year 5 Sebastian 

Year 6 Olivia 

Year  Gold Sticker Award Golden Promises 

Rec Alistair  James  Chimamanda  

Year 1  Sofia Madelyn   Luis 

Year 2  Logan Daniel  Florence 



 

 

that we do this and that it is a practice.  We will do 
everything we can not to frighten the children and 
will use our sensitivity to this end. We have carried 
this out many times for the last few years and no 
children have ever been upset or worried.  
 
You will shortly receive letters from teachers, if 
you have not already received them, summarising 
this term. I hope you find them interesting.  
 
Next week is World Autism Week.  Autism is a 
lifelong, developmental disability that affects how 
a person communicates with and relates to other 
people, and how they experience the world 
around them. Being autistic is a fundamental 
aspect of a person’s identity.  Autistic people see, 
hear and feel the world differently to other 
people. The world can often feel overwhelming for 
an autistic child and this can fill them with anxiety. 
Autism is a spectrum condition and although 
autistic people share certain difficulties, being 
autistic will affect people in different ways. We 
have children at St James’ with autism and we 
always explain to all the children in our community 
that we are all different and have different needs 
and we are all important and unique.  
 
I hope you have a lovely weekend and obviously as 
we prepare to finish next week for Easter I wish 
you and your families a restful Easter break. I look 
forward to seeing you on Monday 19th April ready 
for the summer term, when children are obviously 
allowed to wear their summer uniforms (as I write 
this it is pouring with rain and very cold!) 
 
“Living Holy Week following Jesus means learning 
how to come out of ourselves to reach out to 
others, to go to the outskirts of existence, to be the 
first to move towards our brothers and sisters, 
especially those who are most distant, those who 
are most forgotten, those who are the most in 
need of understanding, consolation and help. 
There is so much need to bring the living presence 
of Jesus, merciful and full of love.”   Pope Francis 
 
 
God bless, 
Mrs Weeks 
 
 
 

On Wednesday we were visited by a judge from 
London Children’s Society who came to admire the 
efforts of Reception Class. We were delighted to 
find out that the children were all awarded GOLD! 
Well done!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you again to everyone who supported Red 
Nose Day by wearing red. We raised £223.55 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hopefully, I will not confuse you by explaining that 
attached to this newsletter is a copy of our Lock 
Down Policy.  This is not connected to the lock 
down associated with the current pandemic. 
Schools are asked to ensure that they are able to 
secure their site, with pupils, staff and volunteers 
safely inside should the need arise. Please read 
our policy. We need to practise this annually in 
order to ensure that everyone knows what to do 
in a Lock Down. We will be holding a practice 
before Easter. We will tell the children on the day 



 

 

Dates for your diary  
 
April 
Monday 19th Children return to school 
Friday 23rd St George’s Day so uniformed groups 
may wear their uniforms on this day if they would 
like to.  
May 
Thursday 6th Online safety Work shops 
Thursday 13th Whole School Mass 
Monday 17th Year 6 Residential Trip 
Thursday 20th KS1 Drama Workshops 
 
SAFEGUARDING 
 
CEOP (The Child Exploitation and Online Protection 
Centre) delivers a multi-agency service dedicated 
to tackling the abuse and exploitation of children. 
Often it is referred to as the online 999. By clicking 
the CEOP button children and adults can get 
advice on a range of issues.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday Word 
 
This Week’s Word is PRAISE. We asked the 
children about people who praise them and let 
them know how good they are. We asked them 
how being praised made them feel and if they 
praised people. We discussed the events of Palm 
Sunday and how people praised Jesus and we also 
talked about how we could praise God this week. 
 
Mental Health  
 
Happy Maps website is a single hub of reliable, up-
to-date and professional advice on mental health 
problems in children and young people. It covers 
many common problems including anxiety, self-
harm, tics, gender dysphoria, ADHD, eating 
disorders, suicidal thoughts and much more. It also 
has a pre-school section for issues such as sleep, 
behaviour, and fussy eating. 
 
www.happymaps.co.uk 

Attendance 
15th-19th March 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 2 had the best attendance last week with 
100%.  Well done Y2! 
 
Oakies Club 
 
The children have started their Easter activities 
this week, which they have been enjoying.  The  
weather has meant we can be outside more often, 
which is great fun. Thank you for your continued 
patience with the new procedure for collecting 
your children.  We appreciate there is a short 
delay as the call is directed through the office 
before we receive it. We do endeavour to answer 
your call as soon as possible.  
 
Thank you for your continued support.  
Oakie dokie 
 

 

Class Attendance (%) Occasions Late  

Rec 95.27 0 

Y1 99.33 0 

Y2 100 0 

Y3 99.38 1 

Y4 98.44 1 

Y5 99.06 1 

Y6 97.81 0 

Year Number  of wins 

Rec  

Y1  

Y2 1 

Y3 1 

Y4  

Y5  

Y6  



 

 

Wild Glades Festival 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Thursday and Friday of this week, The Glades 

in Bromley have been running their first ‘virtual’ 

Wild Glades Festival details of which, were sent 

out on Wednesday.  Hopefully, some of you will 

have taken a look at the list of activities all of 

which, will remain on The Glades website over the 

Easter period.  Both Year 2 and Year 6 attended 

the live webinars and learnt much about herbs and 

window sill gardens and how to ‘rewild’ our 

playgrounds.  Our thanks go to the Bromley team 

for providing such a wonderful, free, resource to 

encourage our children to enjoy the great 

outdoors.  You are able to find the line up attached 

to this newsletter and all the webinars are now 

available on the website. 

Mrs Deasy 

PTA 
 
As lockdown restrictions begin to lift over the next 
few weeks, we will begin to review what events 
can be held to raise funds for the school. However, 
as we are sure you can all appreciate, we are still 
restricted on holding events on the school 
premises and therefore sadly the school summer 
fair will not be held this summer. We are hopeful 
that events at the school can resume in the 
autumn term. 
 
DATE FOR YOUR DIARIES 
We have a tentative booking at West Kent Golf 
Club on Saturday 10th July for the PTA Summer 
Ball. Whether this event goes ahead is subject to 
Covid restrictions lifting appropriately and will 
require guidance from the venue managers. More 
information will follow when we know more. 
If you would like to know more about the PTA or 
have any questions, then feel free to email us 

on: pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com  
 
The PTA are pleased to announce that we are now 
signed up as a charity with AmazonSmile. This is a 
really simple way to raise funds for the school if 
you are an Amazon user. For those of you who are 
unaware of what this is, AmazonSmile is a simple 
and automatic way for you to support a charity of 
your choice every time you shop, at no cost to 
you. AmazonSmile is available 
at smile.amazon.co.uk on your web browser and 
can be activated in the Amazon Shopping App for 
iOS and Android phones. When you shop 
AmazonSmile, you will find the exact same prices 
and shopping experience as amazon.co.uk, with 
the added bonus that AmazonSmile will donate a 
portion of the purchase price to your chosen 
charity. If you wish to add or change your selected 
charity to St. James PTA, please follow the link 
below. 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1057497-0 
If you would like to know more about the PTA or 
have any questions, then feel free to email us 
on: pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com 
 
 
Other News 
 
Lateral Flow Tests 
 
Households, childcare and support bubbles of 
primary age children continue to be able to access 
lateral flow tests. Parents can get a twice-weekly 
test through employers if they offer testing to 
employees, by collecting a home test kit from a 
test site or by ordering a home test kit online.  
Regular testing of people without symptoms is 
important to help stop the virus spreading and as 
lockdown restrictions gradually ease we all need 
to continue to play our part to help protect each 
other.   
 
Contact tracing over the Easter holidays 
 
Schools continue to play an important role in 
contact tracing and in the national effort to limit 
the spread of coronavirus. Parents need to inform 
the school via the school office of a positive case 
where children developed symptoms within 48 
hours of being in school. We will identify close 
contacts and advise self-isolation. If children test 



 

 

positive for coronavirus during the Easter holidays, 
having developed symptoms more than 48 hours 
since being in school parents should follow contact 
tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and 
Trace. 
 
 Max’s Camp out 
 
Max Woosey, who is 10-year-old boy has raised 
more than £150,000 for charity by camping in a 
tent in his family’s back garden every night since 
the first lockdown in March.  On Saturday 
27th March 2021, to mark one year of Max’s epic 
challenge, children across the world are invited to 
join Max’s Big Camp Out. And raise funds for their 
own chosen charity.  You can find out more details 
herehttps://maxsbigcampout.justgiving.com/ 

Children’s Achievements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two boys in Y6, have both been awarded their 
green Blue Peter badge.  One wrote a letter and 
sent in a poster about the use of palm oil and the 
effect on the orangutans. Another designed a 
wildlife garden and pond. He also submitted a 
photo he took of a robin.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aleks Y4, took part in a competition from her 
Polish School organised by the Polish Educational 
Society and won a special prize for her poster on 
Proverbs.  

Girl’s Football 

We were delighted to hear this week about seven 
of the girls in Y5-  Isobel, Florence, Eliza, Reika, 
Kayleigh, Betsy and Aleisha-  who are members of 
the first girls' football squad to be created at Glebe 
FC. They will play as the Glebe Lionesses in the 
under 10 girls' league. Well done to them all and 
we look forward to hearing how they get on.  

Libraries 
 
Better At Home: National Libraries Programme of 
Digital Events:  
https://www.facebook.com/BromleyLibraries is 
continuing as restrictions gradually lift, on the 
Facebook Pages of GLL libraries nationally and 
includes two children’s author/illustrator events 
per week. The children’s author sessions are every 
Saturday at 11.am and every Wednesday at 4pm.   

Tomorrow at 11.am we have award winning poet, 
author and playwright Joseph Coelho sharing what 
inspired him to write poetry from a very young age 
and he also includes some fun poetry activities. As 
I’m sure you are aware Joseph writes for all ages 
from books such as Luna Likes Library Day right up 
to The Girl Who Became A Tree which has just 
been shortlisted for the Carnegie Medal. The 
activities are aimed at primary school children. 
  

https://maxsbigcampout.justgiving.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BromleyLibraries

