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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back! It has been truly wonderful seeing 
your children and hearing the school come alive 
again.  
 
As we come to the end of our first full week back 
at school I want to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone for helping to get the children back to 
school. The staff have all worked so hard to 
prepare the school for the children’s return and 
they continue to work for the benefit of all the 
children in their care.  
 
I would also like to thank all of our families for 
supporting us in getting the children in and out at 
the start and end of the day. Everything has run 
very smoothly and we could not have achieved this 
without everyone’s help. A huge thank you for 
your support.  When we were thinking about how 
we would manage with one small gate I knew that 
it could only succeed if everyone worked together. 
Can I ask parents to ensure that they are on site at 
the end of the day by 3:15 so that the one-way 
system works and that they keep toddlers with 
them while they are waiting on the playground 
and do not allow children onto the playground 
apparatus as this does not get deep cleaned.  Can I 
also remind parents not to congregate and chat at 
the start and end of the day however tempting it 
is. Thank you for your understanding and your 
support. It is greatly appreciated.  
 
It has been a busy start to the term. On 2nd 
September, staff spent the afternoon taking part in 
Safeguarding Training. The Designated 
Safeguarding Lead at St James’ is Mrs Weeks and 
the Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads are Mrs 
Wilson and Mrs Richards.  
 
Breakfast and After School Club are back and the 

Headteacher’s Message 
children seem to be having fun both inside and 
outside. Please contact the office if you would like 
your child to attend these sessions.  
 
The new Reception children have all impressed us 
in how confidently they come into school on a 
morning considering it must be quite strange for 
them. They seem to be taking it in their stride and 
this is very impressive! They all seem to have 
settled in well and Mrs Richards is very pleased 
with how they are getting on. I hope they will be 
very happy at St James’. It has been great to see 
our new families at the school gate and hopefully 
over the next few weeks we will have more time 
to properly get to know each other.  
 
We also have new families joining us in Year 3 and 
Year 5 and they are all very welcome to our school 
community.  
 
I have already had zoom meetings with the Head 
teachers of the eight Catholic primary schools in 
Bromley.  Each of our schools is a stand-alone 
Academy but we work in partnership. The 
Umbrella Trust, is not a hard federation like a 
Multi-Academy Trust, and each Umbrella Trust 
school holds its own budget. The Head teachers of 
each school meet together regularly and we are a 
strong and effective group.  The eight Umbrella 
Trust schools are: St. Anthony’s, Holy Innocents’, 
St. Philomena’s, St. Joseph’s, St Mary’s, St. Peter 
and St. Paul, St. Vincent’s and St. James’.  
 
 
I hope that you find the Parent Information letters 
for each class that are being sent out to you 
useful. We usually have Class Briefings at this time 
but unfortunately at the moment we are unable to 
do these. Please do contact class teachers by email 
via the office if you need to ask them anything or 
need them to know anything. Mrs Jones and Mrs 
Howie will ensure these emails are sent to the 
class teachers as soon as possible.   
 



 

 

questionnaires in. These were the findings:  
 
100% of parents feel there is an atmosphere of 
mutual respect. 
100% of parents feel welcome when they come to 
school. 
100% of parents feel that all staff are 
approachable. 
100% of parents say their children are happy and 
thriving. 
100% of parents feel that the teaching enables 
their children to learn extremely well. 
97% of parents feel that the school’s values and 
attitudes have a positive effect on their child.  
97% of parents feel that they can approach the 
school if they have a concern. 
97% of parents feel that the leadership of the 
school ensures that their children learn effectively, 
grow in faith and become good citizens.  
97% of parents would recommend the school to 
others. 
97% of parents feel there is an interesting and 
exciting curriculum 
 
These are some of the comments:  
 

The communication from the school during this 
year has been excellent. 

The school maintains regular communication 
and has been fantastic at keeping us 
informed during the covid shutdown. 

I have found the school to very effective in 
settling upset children  

A really friendly and welcoming environment. 
It is like a big caring family 
Children are encouraged to care and support 

each other 
Great sense of community and inclusion 
My children are happy at school and come 

home and enthusiastically talk about their 
day of learning.  

We think it is lovely that Mrs Weeks greets the 
children as they arrive and leave. 

Excellent leadership that is always visible and 
approachable 

Staff work tirelessly 
Outstanding teaching staff and methods used 
All staff are friendly and approachable 
High standards of teaching 
The teachers have been amazing in their 

teaching and support 

I cannot hold my normal open-door Head teacher 
Surgery at the moment however I will be available 
every Wednesday morning from 9:00-9:30 to 
speak with you over the telephone if you would 
like to talk to me. No appointments at this time 
will be necessary.  Of course, If you want to speak 
to me at other times please contact the office and 
I will call you back as soon as I can.  
 
We will continue to communicate with you via the 
weekly newsletter, the website, by emails and 
letters, by notices on the notice board and via 
twitter. At the moment we have 175 followers on 
TWITTER. Please follow us at @stjamesrc  
 
Can I remind parents that we use cursive 
handwriting in St James’ and parents are able to 
access information from home. We use Letter join 
and the password and username is: 
stjames 
Bromley 
 
Thank you for the many offers of  help with people 
wanting to volunteer at school. We are of course 
very grateful. Unfortunately, as you know we are 
restricting the number of people on site but will 
hopefully start introducing volunteers as soon as 
we can.  
 
We are asking that children do not bring birthday 
sweets in to share at the moment. I know that lots 
of children that have had birthdays already this 
term have bought a book for the class to share and 
have added an inscription. Mrs Deasy has also 
suggested that children might like to provide 
something for the garden to mark their birthday 
instead of bringing in sweets. Birthdays are of 
course still important and we will continue to 
celebrate them in school.  
 
The Petts Wood Librarian has asked me to let 
parents know that the Summer Reading Challenge 
has been extended at least until the end of 
October so she has asked parents to encourage 
their children to join up. I know that Year 5 will 
soon be taking part in a virtual trip to the library 
which sounds like fun! 
 
Thank you to those parents that sent back their 
Parent and Pupil Questionnaire before the 
summer. Thank you for taking the time to fill the 



 

 

Genuine care for the children 
Quality of access to teachers during lockdown 

was great  
The staff genuinely love what they are doing 

and they care 
Outstanding teaching allowing children to 

flourish 
I admire the dedication of the staff 
Excellent balance between nurturing happy, 

healthy children with academic rigour 
Staff focus on children’s confidence, self-worth 

and spirituality 
Central role that faith plays at school 
Strong link between the school and church 
Amazing outdoor learning 
The richness of the curriculum 
Focus on mental health 
Extra-curricular activities 
Wide range of activities 
 

The feedback is very important to us and we do 
listen. These were the suggestions:   
 
Can the after-school club close at 6:30? At the 
moment there are no plans for this as we feel that 
6pm is a good time for children to be returning 
home from school after a long day.   
 
It might be nice to see a reward scheme in place 
where all the students have the opportunity to 
be recognised for something they have achieved 
over the year. We have so many reward systems 
in school and we obviously need to communicate 
this to parents more. We have Dojo Points, 
Lunchtime Raffle tickets, The Courtesy Cup, 
Golden Promise Nominations and the Head 
teacher’s Tea Party. Award Assemblies are held 
each Friday and children are encouraged to share 
awards they may have achieved in out-of-school 
activities with achievements often mentioned in 
newsletters.  We would still like to celebrate any 
awards that children receive outside of school 
such as swimming certificates. Unfortunately at 
the moment we are asking for items not to be 
brought into school. Therefore we are suggesting 
that if your child receives an award outside of 
school please let the class teacher know via 
Seesaw so that we can celebrate this in our Friday 
Award Assembly. We are carrying out assemblies 
via zoom so the children can still feel part of the 
school community even though they cannot all be 

physically together.   
 
More KS1 clubs after school. We have offered 
these in the past but there was not enough 
interest.  
 
Reduce plastic waste such as no reindeer antlers. 
We are trying to reduce our plastic waste as much 
as possible but we know that there is much more 
that we can do and we will try harder.    
 
Homework can be too project based. We have 
taken this on board and as you will have seen from 
the homework letter we have already made 
changes.  
 
More focus on encouraging average students. 
This may not be obvious to parents but we want to 
assure you that each child is targeted to make the 
most progress that they can.  
 
Can we ask that if you want your Year 6 child to 
walk to and from school please ask the office for a 
form that you can fill in to give your permission. 
Thank you.  
 
As our water fountains are not able to be used at 
the moment can all children come to school with a  
full, named water bottle. Thank you . 
 
Finally, I want to end with the amazing news that 
this week I found out that we have been awarded 
The Healthy Schools Gold Award.  As there are 
only 13 Bromley Schools that have been awarded 
Gold Level we are all really proud of everything we 
do to promote healthy lifestyles. Well done to all 
the children, staff and parents!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This weekend we will be keeping those in Year 4 
who are receiving their First Holy Communion in 
our prayers.  
 
God Bless. 
Mrs Weeks 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Word on Wednesday 
 
This week’s word is FORGIVENESS.  The King, who 
Jesus speaks about in this Sunday’s Gospel, gives 
us a glimpse of God’s compassionate and forgiving 
nature. We are all part of God’s family and, even 
knowing our faults, God is always ready to forgive 
us and to help us make a fresh start with him and 
with each other.   
 
Attendance 
We are pleased to say that our attendance for this 
week has been 98%.   
 
Diary Dates 
Please understand that these dates may change or 
might not be able to go ahead. Thank you for your 
understanding.  
 
September 
Friday 11th: KS2 Reading Passports out 
Monday 14th Reception start all day  
Monday 14th Reception can start at Breakfast and 
Afterschool Club 
Thursday 17th Father David to live stream Mass at 
10am 
Monday 28th -Friday 2nd CAFOD Class walks 9:15  
Wednesday 30th Reception and Year 1 Phonic/
Maths Talks via zoom. Times to be confirmed  
October 
Black History Month 
Thursday 15th Prayer Day: God Who Speaks 
Thursday 15th Whole school Mass (Harvest) live 
stream 
Monday 26th -Friday 30th Half Term 
November 
Thursday 5th Flu Nasal spray for all children 
Friday 13th Goal Sharing INSET 
Saturday 28th PTA Christmas Event 
December  
Thursday 3rd Whole School Mass (Advent) Year 4 
live stream 
Thursday 10th KS2 Reading Passports returned 
Friday 11th Christmas Jumper Day Save the 
Children  
Tuesday 15th Reading Passport Assembly  
Wednesday 16th pm KS1 Parties in classrooms 
Thursday 17th pm KS2 Parties in classrooms 
Friday 18th End of term 
 
Internet Safety 

 
As some of you may be aware there are a number 
of disturbing clips circulating on various social 
media sites at the moment. While these clips are in 
the process of being searched for and taken down 
by various platforms, it is inevitable that as the 
footage is in the public domain this will be very 
difficult to do. These clips are being shared on a 
multitude of platforms but CEOP have advised 
parents to be especially aware of TikTok, 
Instagram, Snapchat and Facebook. 
 
We are advising parents to be very vigilant in 
regards to your children’s use of the apps and 
encourage you to check the age limit of the apps 
your children use. Most platforms themselves 
recommends a minimum age range of 12+. 
 
Here are some useful links to websites for advice 
on how to report inappropriate images or posts on 
social media and further advice in dealing with the 
ever changing and advancing world of e safety.  
 
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/dont-panic/reporting
-issues-social-media 
 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/ 
 
Miss Atkinson (Computing Subject Leader) 
 
English 

This week throughout the school we have been 
looking at the book Here We Are, from Early Years 
through to Year 6. We wanted to encourage a 
sense of community across the entire school, to 
reflect on the last few months, and also help our 
whole school look forward to the future in a 
positive way. In classes, we have been writing 
letters, producing posters and creating art work 
based around the book as part of our returning to 
school curriculum.  

Mrs Connolly (English Subject Leader) 

Here are some examples: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.com/ownit/dont-panic/reporting-issues-social-media
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/dont-panic/reporting-issues-social-media
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Garden 
 
Harry in Year 4  won the Marks and Spencer 
“Design a Garden competition” winning over 80 
seed boxes for the school.  Congratulations Harry!! 
 
We were very pleased to be Awarded a Gold 
Medal from The London Children’s Flower Society 
foe Our “Summer Seeds” and “Summer Garden” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pumpkin competition. 
 
Please continue to water and look after your 
pumpkins at home.  We will be in touch soon to let 
you know when they need to be brought back into 
school. 
Mrs Deasy (School Gardener)  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DfE Guidance 
People must self-isolate if they have been in close 
contact with someone who tests positive for 
coronavirus or if anyone in their household 
develops symptoms of coronavirus.  
 
Parents must ensure that they book a test if they 
or their child are displaying symptoms. Pupils must 
not come into the school if they have symptoms 
and must be sent home to self-isolate if they 
develop them in school. All children can be tested, 
including children under 5.  
 
Tests can be booked online through the NHS 
website or ordered by telephone via NHS 119. 
Parents should inform the school immediately of 
the results of a test and follow this guidance: 
 
If someone tests negative, if they feel well and no 
longer have symptoms similar to coronavirus, 
they can stop self-isolating. They could still have 

another virus, such as a cold or flu – in which case 
it is still best to avoid contact with other people 
until they are better. Other members of their 
household can stop self-isolating. 
 
If someone tests positive 
They should follow the guidance for households 
with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) 
infection and must continue to self-isolate for at 
least 10 days from the onset of their symptoms 
and then return to school only if they do not have 
symptoms other than cough or loss of sense of 
smell/taste. This is because a cough or anosmia 
can last for several weeks once the infection has 
gone. The 10-day period starts from the day when 
they first became ill. If they still have a high 
temperature, they should keep self-isolating until 
their temperature returns to normal. Other 
members of their household should continue self-
isolating for the full 14 days. 
 
Schools will take swift action when they become 
aware that someone who has attended has tested 
positive for coronavirus and will contact the local 
health protection team. This team will carry out a 
rapid risk assessment to confirm who has been in 
close contact with the person during the period 
that they were infectious, and ensure they are 
asked to self-isolate. Schools will send home those 
people who have been in close contact with the 
person who has tested positive, advising them to 
self-isolate for 14 days since they were last in close 
contact with that person when they were 
infectious. Close contact means: 
 
• face to face contact with an infected 

individual for any length of time, within 1 
metre, including being coughed on, a face to 
face conversation, or unprotected physical 
contact (skin-to-skin) 

 
• extended close contact (within 1 to 2 metres 

for more than 15 minutes) with an infected 
individual 

 
• travelling in a car with an infected person 
 
Household members of those contacts who are 
sent home do not need to self-isolate themselves 
unless they subsequently develop symptoms.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance


 

 

campaign provides NHS-endorsed tips and advice 
to help children's mental wellbeing, and equip 
parents with the knowledge to support them. 

The new advice available on the Every Mind 
Matters website has been developed in 
partnership with leading children's mental health 
charities, including Young Minds, The 
Mix, Place2Be and The Anna Freud Centre. It is 
designed to help parents spot the signs that 
children may be struggling with their mental 
health and support them, and also provides advice 
that can help maintain good mental wellbeing. The 
site also provides tools to help young people build 
resilience and equips them to look after their 
mental wellbeing. 

In the majority of cases, schools and parents will 
agree that a child with symptoms should not 
attend school, given the potential risk to others. In 
the event that a parent insists on a child attending 
school, schools can take the decision to refuse the 
child if in their reasonable judgement it is 
necessary to protect their pupils and staff from 
possible infection with coronavirus.  
 
Please see the attached easy to follow flow chart.  
 
Other Notices 
 
SEND survey for children and young people 
returning to school after lockdown: ‘My 
lockdown experience and returning to a new 
normal’ 
  
As the provider of services and support to children 
and young people with SEND and their families 
across Bromley, the London Borough of Bromley is 
keen to learn about their experiences during the 
Coronavirus lockdown. A survey has been 
designed to capture their thoughts and feelings 
about this time and how they felt about returning 
to school. The results of this survey will help 
them to understand how they can make things 
better and shape services for children and young 
people in Bromley now and in the future. The 
survey closes on Wednesday, September 30th . 
This survey can be found 
https://www.bromley.gov.uk/
LocalOfferShareYourViews 
 
Mrs Richards (SENCo) 
 
Fruit Washing Volunteers Needed Please 
Are there any parents who would be willing to join 
a rota for washing and sorting  KS1 fruit each 
morning?  You will need to hold a valid 
DBS.  Please speak to Mrs Richards if you are able 
to help. 
 
 

Public Health England launches Every Mind 

Matters campaign 

Most families have experienced upheaval in their 
daily lives during the pandemic. With children now 
back at school, the new Public Health England 
(PHE) Better Health – Every Mind Matters 

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.themix.org.uk/
https://www.themix.org.uk/
https://www.place2be.org.uk/
https://www.annafreud.org/
https://www.bromley.gov.uk/LocalOfferShareYourViews
https://www.bromley.gov.uk/LocalOfferShareYourViews
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters

