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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
 
I hope you enjoyed the Bank Holiday weekend and 
did not get too wet or blown away! The children 
look very smart in their summer uniforms and now 
we just need to wait for the good weather!  
 
Some children in Year 2 and Year 3 are enjoying 
Harlequins Dance Club before school and some in 
Year 2 are enjoying Spanish Club.  It was wonderful 
to welcome back Helen O’Grady Drama Club this 
week. There are two clubs, one for Year 4 and one 
for Year 5, on Wednesday lunchtimes.  Progressive 
Sports continue to hold after school sports clubs 
for KS2. Hopefully, when we are able to mix across 
class bubbles again more clubs will be offered. We 
are of course very fortunate to continue to have 
Breakfast Club and After School Club who provide 
an extended day from 7:30 am to 6pm. Please 
contact the school if you would like your child to 
join these clubs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Knowing our keenness to get involved in 
environmental projects, we were delighted to be 
contacted last week by our environmental friends 
at the BEECHE centre, High Elms asking for us to 
take part in a Hedgehog survey project that is 
taking pace over the Borough of 
Bromley.  Understanding our site and its position 
bordering Jubilee park we are ideally placed to 
collect hedgehog data in this area and 
on Wednesday, our Year 6 pupils joined in a virtual 

Headteacher’s Message 
webinar laying out the project details and learning 
all about our spiky friends.  The survey will be 
carried out as follows:- 
• Children and teachers will conduct the 

survey over one week between May-July and 
over another week between Sept-Oct 

• 2-3 baited hedgehog tunnels will be set out 
over night 

• tunnels will be checked each morning for 
activity over a five day period 

• footprint evidence to be checked against ID 
sheets 

• data to be logged 
 
A second webinar will take place at the end of the 
survey to discuss findings. 
 
Our Year 6's have also been set the challenge to 
design a poster for the tunnels to ensure that 
members of the public understand what they are 
for and why, as they are distributed around the 
borough. I know that Mrs Connolly is very keen for 
our Year 6's to get involved and is considering the 
possibility of a design and build competition for a 
hedgehog house for the school grounds - when/if 
we do find them, they are sure to be the 'best 
kept' hedgehogs in Kent! Thank you to Mrs Deasy 
for organising this.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

because of their determination. They talked about 
the support that they were given to overcome 
their difficulties and thought about how to support 
others that might need their help in future. I 
reminded the children that they must never forget 
to ask for help if they are struggling and that there 
are always people that can support them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week the Diocese contacted Parish Priests 
and schools with the following message about 
restarting school liturgy: 
 
“If social distancing rules are lifted on 21st June 
2021, schools may work with their local Parish 
Priest to arrange for an appropriate liturgical end 
to the school year. However, this should be limited 
to staff and pupils currently at the school and 
should not involve visitors - including parents, 
grandparents and siblings. The mantra will need to 

We held a NSPCC number day on Friday to raise 
awareness of the NSPCC and to celebrate 
numbers. Children came to school dressed as a 
number or something mathematical in return for a 
£1 donation to NSPCC. The children all took part in 
an exciting activity involving numbers. Thank you 
to Mrs Richards for organising this fun day. We will 
let parents and children know how much we 
raised next week.   
 

 

 
Our Character Education focus this term is 
Determination. In our KS2 assembly this week we 
talked about how this year has been different from 
what we expected. Everyone has faced some 
difficult and challenging times since the beginning 
of 2020. We were suddenly faced with obstacles 
and problems that we could never have imagined. 
However, it is to everyone’s credit that we have 
been able to face the challenges with 
determination. The children reflected on ‘Be 
strong and take heart, all you who hope in the 
Lord.’ (Psalm31). They were able to tell me about 
times when they had overcome difficult challenges 

Year  Pride in work Respect in class 

Year 3 Noah Rosie 

Year 4 Aleks  Alessandra 

Year 5 Alisha Georges 

Year 6 Max Josh 

Year Improvement in 

writing 

Reception Jenna 

Year 1 Perry 

Year 2 Cameron 

Year 3 Renee 

Year 4 Mia 

Year 5 Callum 

Year 6 Gabriel 

Year  Gold Sticker Award Golden Promises 

Rec Isla Chimamanda Chagi 

Year 1 Mai Linh  Catherine Aidan 

Year 2 Fletcher Eliana Ethan 



 

 

be, 'retaining hard-fought COVID security'. Then, if 
all goes according to the Government's plan, 
schools should be allowed to return to a more 
normal pre-COVID pattern of liturgical celebration 
from the start of the new academic year”.  
 
We therefore hope that in September we can 
return to attending Mass at church and to 
continue with our class Masses in school. It is 
something that we are praying very hard for.  
 
We told the children that Saturday marks 76 years 
since VE Day as the United Kingdom 
commemorates the end of the Second World 
War in Europe. Obviously, public celebrations will 
not be able to take place, much like the 75th 
anniversary in 2020. However, the Royal British 
Legion are asking people to remember this day at 
home.   
 
God bless, 
Mrs Weeks 
 
Wednesday Word 
 
This Week’s Word is LOVE. We talked to the 
children about how Jesus wants us to love each 
other and that when we follow Jesus’ command to 
love one another we can be sure that God is with 
us.   
 
Safeguarding 
 
The NSPCC helpline is staffed by trained 
professionals who can provide expert advice and 
support. They are there if people are concerned 
about a child and are looking for advice. Whatever 
the worry – call the NSPCC on 0808 800 5000,  – 
they can help. You can call Monday to Friday 8am 
– 10pm or 9am – 6pm at the weekends, or email 
them at any time. It is a free service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Outdoor Learning 
 
Many of our keen gardeners will know that April 
has been one of the coolest and driest on record - 
never before have I had to water the school 
garden in April!  So not good news for our gardens 
nor our garden birds.  Our St James’ Parish friends, 
The Justice and Peace Group, have asked us to 
remind you all that at times like this, it is 
so important that we look after our feathered 
companions.  To this end, they have launched a 
competition for both KS1 and KS2 pupils (there will 
be one prize for each KS) to design a poster for 
display in the school noticeboard and to be sent 
out with the newsletter. The poster should be to 
remind us all to make a simple bird bath and 
to keep it filled with fresh water all year 
round.  Please submit your entries (marked for my
 attention) to the school website address 
general.info@st-james.bromley.sch.uk or send 
them into school for judging by Friday 21st May. 
Please see the attached note.  
 
Mrs Deasy 
 
Royal Mail Heroes Stamp Design Competition.  
 
The children are taking part in the Royal Mail 
Heroes Stamp Design Competition with the theme 
‘Honouring the heroes of the pandemic’. There are 
lots of prizes to be won and a few years ago a 
pupil from St James’ won this national competition 
so we are sure to do well!  Children have been 
asked to do this as homework. Good Luck! 
 
Miss McCarthy 
 
Petts Wood Library 
Better At Home: The GLL National Libraries Digital 
Programme is now monthly, the first Saturday in 
the month and the next Meet The Author will 
be Rikin Parekh on Sat 5th June at 11.am on their 
Facebook Page: https://m.facebook.com/
BromleyLibraries and will be on the page for one 
month. 
National Share A Story Month: This is a brilliant 
initiative organised by the Federation of Children’s 
Book Groups. The theme is Myths, Magic and 
Mayhem and booklists and some great 
competitions can all be found here: https://
fcbg.org.uk/national-share-a-story-month/  

tel:08088005000
mailto:general.info@st-james.bromley.sch.uk
https://m.facebook.com/BromleyLibraries
https://m.facebook.com/BromleyLibraries
https://fcbg.org.uk/national-share-a-story-month/
https://fcbg.org.uk/national-share-a-story-month/


 

 

Dates for your diary  
 
Please remember that due to COVID 19 the INSET 
Day in June was moved to December 2020 and 
therefore children are in school on Monday 7th 
June.  
 
May 
Monday 10th Mental Health Awareness Week 
Monday 10th Dementia Action Week 
Tuesday 11th Royal Mail Competition Entries 
returned 
Thursday 13th Ascension Day Whole School Mass 
live streamed at 10am 
Monday 17th Walk to School Week 
Thursday 20th KS1 Drama Workshops 
Thursday 20th Outdoor Learning Day 
Monday 31st -4th June Half term 
June 
Monday 7th Children return to school  
Monday 7th Multiplication Check for Year 4 
Tuesday 8th Mini Vinnies Virtual Mass 
Thursday 10th School Photographs 
Tuesday 29th St Peter and St Paul’s Feast Day 
Whole School Mass live streamed  
July 
Friday 2nd Reports to parents 
Tuesday 6th Secondary School Induction Day 
Friday 9th Walk Around Evening 
Friday 9th KS2 Reading Passports returned to 
school 
Monday 12th Sports Day and the start of Sports 
Week 
Tuesday 13th KS2 Reading Passport Assembly 
Thursday 15th Summer Walk through Jubilee Park 
Friday 16th Reserve Sports Day 
Monday 19th Children to meet their new teacher 
Thursday 22nd Whole School Mass live streamed 
and end of term 
Friday 23rd INSET DAY 
 
Exciting Opportunity for Musicians! 
This year marks the inaugural BOES Young 
Musician of the Year Competition. 
Bromley  Ecumenical Singers is a London choir 
based in Bromley.  BOES performs three times a 
year and has raised over £85,000 for charity. They 
want to give young performers the opportunity to 
showcase their musical ability, gain experience of 
performing and the panel will provide them with 
impartial feedback on their performance. The 

Young Musician Competition looks to aid, develop 
and celebrate the musical talent and passion of 
any child with a connection to the area of 
Bromley. All information is in the letter attached to 
the newsletter. This is aimed at children up to  
Grade 3/4. 
Miss Atkinson 
 
 Attendance 
26th April - 30th April 2021 

Attendance Leader Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 4 had the best attendance last week with 
100% . They did not miss any learning! 
 
 

 

 

 

Year Number  of wins 

Rec 1 

Y1 1 

Y2 1 

Y3 1 

Y4 1 

Y5 0 

Y6 0 

Class Attendance (%) Occasions Late  

Rec 99.33 0 

Y1 98.67 0 

Y2 99.03 0 

Y3 98.44 0 

Y4 100 0 

Y5 99.06 0 

Y6 96.56 0 



 

 

Children’s Liturgy at St.James’ Church 

Children’s liturgy are looking for helpers and 

leaders in preparation for bringing this fantastic 

ministry back to the Church when we can. 

We have arranged a zoom meeting for Tuesday 

28th May at 8pm to talk through how Children’s 

liturgy works and all the support and guidance that 

will be given. 

If you are interested in attending please can you 

emailed Amanda via: 

children’s.liturgy@stjamespettswood.org and you 

will be sent a link to the meeting. 

If you can’t make this but are still interested 

Amanda is happy to answer any questions or 

queries. 

Many thanks 

Children’s Liturgy Catechists. 

 

Oakies Breakfast and After School Club 

The children have continued to have fun on the 

KS2 playground and field.  They have been using 

space hoppers, hoops, footballs, skipping ropes, 

scooters and other outdoor play equipment. 

Once inside they have been making flowers to 

celebrate May Day and next week we will be 

making key rings! Please contact the school office 

if you would like your child to join.  

Oakie Dokie 

 


