
 

 

 Friday 4th Oct 2019           Twitter: @stjamesrc      Issue 5 

St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 

I want to start by saying a huge thank you to everyone that 

supported The Book Fair. An incredible £1648.59 was spent 

and this means that the school receives £929.15 in 

commission to spend on books for the classrooms. Thank you 

to Mrs Connolly for all her hard work in organising this and 

thank you to the parents that helped to sell the books after 

school.   

On Monday a representative from CAFOD visited the school 
to talk to the children about their work. The Catholic Agency 
For Overseas Development are an international development 
charity and the official aid agency of the Catholic Church in 
England and Wales. They stand beside people living in 
poverty – whatever their religion or culture. They help 
people directly in their own communities and campaign for 
global justice, so that everyone can reach their full potential. 
We are very happy to support them in their work. Thank you 
to the children that donated money this week by going on a 
CAFOD walk through Jubilee Park to raise awareness. We 
raised £118.75.  Thank you to the PTA for providing the 
children with a drink and a biscuit at the end of the walk. 
Children were also told that today is CAFOD Family Fast Day 
and families are being encouraged to have a simple meal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In KS2 assembly this week I discussed Black History Month 
and spoke to the children about how Black History Month is 
about celebrating the achievements of significant and 
inspiring figures such as Mary Seacole.  
 
 
 

Headteacher’s Message 
This week I held a meeting with the Student Council. We 
discussed plans for the year and shared ideas on how we can 
improve the school.  The minutes can be found on the 
website.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to the parents that came to the first PTA meeting 
of the year on Tuesday. We have a wonderful PTA that works 
so hard for our school. Please continue to support them.  
The PTA exists to provide closer links between home and 
school and it is an excellent way to bring staff, parents and 
friends together socially in support of the school, working 
towards a common goal. Everyone is welcome.  All families 
are automatically members of the St James' RC School PTA 
when their child joins our school. Please contact the PTA if 
you would like to be involved.  
 
Thank you to the Reception and Year 1 parents who 
attended the meeting on Wednesday night about how 
parents can support their children help at home with their 
learning. In Reception class we had 83% of parents and in 
Year 1 there were 55%. We aim to give parents as much 
information as possible and try to hold a combination of 
evening and daytime meetings to accommodate working 
parents as much as possible. We also try to give parents as 
much notice as possible for these events. Thank you for your 
support and thank you to Mrs Richards and Miss McCarthy 
for giving up their time.  
 
 

 

Year 5 visiting 

St Francis of 

Assisi in Petts 

Wood.  

The Student Council with Mrs Weeks 



 

 

Have a great weekend and I hope you enjoy the 
Comedy Night that the PTA have organised for 
Saturday night.   
 
God Bless 
Mrs Weeks 
 
Safe Guarding 
The NSPCC gives advice on keeping children safe. As a 
parent you have probably already talked to your 
children about things like crossing the road safely. But 
have you spoken to them about how to stay safe from 
sexual abuse? We know it’s a conversation no parent 
wants to have, but we believe it can feel just as natural, 
and be just as easy, as the road safety chat. The NSPCC 
call it talking PANTS. From P through to S, each letter 
gives an important message for children as young as 
four to help them stay safe. Please see the NSPCC 
website for more details.  
 
Word on Wednesday 
This Week’s Word is FAITH. We asked the children who 
they knew who had great faith in God and who helps 
them to grow in faith and learn more about God.  
“Faith and love are everything and nothing is more 
precious than these.” St Ignatius   
  
Understanding Autism 
On Saturday the 9th of November Helen Dyer from 
CASPA (Children on the Autism Spectrum Parents 
Association) will be at St James the Great Community 
Centre and will be giving a talk on Autism.  Tea and 
coffee will be served at 9.30am with the talk 
commencing at 9.45am. 
For more information please telephone the Parish 
Office: 01689 827100  or email: 
parish.office@stjamespettswood.org 
 
Dyslexia 
Dyslexia Wise, the Dyslexia Association of Bexley, 
Bromley, Greenwich and Lewisham, are hosting a free 
event on Wednesday, November 27th (7.30pm start) 
focusing on the theme Dyslexic people can change the 
world!  The guest speaker will be Margaret Rooke, 
author of ‘Dyslexia is my superpower (Most of the 
Time)’ and ‘Creative, Successful, Dyslexic—23 High 
Achievers Share Their Stories’.  Please see the flyer 
attached. 
 

On Thursday we held a Christian Unity Day and the following 
churches were visited: The Lutheran Church; St Francis’ 
Church; The United Reform Church; The Methodist Church 
and The Southborough Baptist Church.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The children thought about how Christians from 
different backgrounds and ways of thinking can share 
understanding, overcome division, work and worship 
together so that we can all show our commitment to 
love for everyone in God’s Kingdom. 
 
On Friday Year 6 received training on how to be  
Playground Friends and will now be able to help 
younger children play together. We also now have 
‘Playground Friendship Signs’ in both playgrounds 
where children can go if they ever feel lonely in the 
playground and will then be helped to find somebody 
to play with.  
 
This week the children have been celebrating Little 
Way Week which is an initiative inspired by Saint 
Therese of Lisieux, the Patron Saint of Mission. She 
gave a teaching called the "Little Way." This week we 
make a special effort to follow her example. The pupils 
have been asked to think of small acts of kindness 
that they can do each day.  It is a simple way of 
encouraging and inviting others to reach out to others 
with the love of Christ.  

Can I please remind you that we encourage children to 

make healthy choices and that in our Healthy Food 

Policy we ask that packed lunches: 

 Do not contain chocolate, crisps or sweets; 

 Contain at least one piece of fruit or vegetable. 

 Contain water only. 
 
Please also remind children that they must not swap 
their food. Thank you for your support in this.  
 
Please remember that on Monday there will be an 

opportunity for parents to go into classrooms straight 

after school for your children to show you their work in 

trays and on the wall.  

 

Year 2  

visiting the 

Baptist 

Church. 



 

 

General Appeal 

If you have any of the following : 

   Cardboard boxes (no bigger than tissue boxes.)  

  Cardboard tubes (no toilet rolls please.) 

Please could you give them to your child to bring in to 

school.  

Many thanks,  

KS1 Teachers  

 

St James’ Railway Club  

We would like to thank the Year 3 children for         

supporting our Railway Club by buying our cakes this 

week. We have written a letter to Hornby who have 

kindly donated a train and carriages to our club.      

Unfortunately we do not currently have a track so we 

are hoping to raise enough money to buy one through 

fundraising. Year 3 raised £33.60 through buying our 

cakes. We look forward to opening the club soon.  

 

 

Sports News 

Well done to the Girls’ Football team in their first 

venture playing together. They put in a really good 

performance against Raglan but didn’t manage a 

win  however they showed great promise for the 

season ahead.  

 

The Boys’ Football Team also had a tournament this 

week against many of the larger primary schools. 

They managed some wins and some draws and 

needed to win their final match to reach the finals, 

but unfortunately they drew this match 0-0. Some 

great performances put in by all members of the 

team! 

Mrs Connolly 

Black History Month 
 
On Friday 11th October we are celebrating Black   
History Art Day. We will be focussing on Black British 
Artists. Years 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 will be taking part in a 
wonderful workshop provided by a visiting artist. 
Please can children bring in a voluntary contribution 
of £3 to cover the cost of this activity.  
Mrs Martin 
 
 
 
 
 
Young Voices 
 
Choir- please remember to bring your  permission 
form and any money for tickets or t shirts by      
Monday 7th October.  
Many thanks, Miss Atkinson  



 

 

PTA NEWS 

We hope you had a wonderful summer break and extend a 

warm welcome to our new reception parents and              

pupils. Thank you to all who attended the PTA AGM on  

Tuesday evening. The amount raised during 18/19 was in 

excess of £22,000. We should all be immensely proud of this 

considering we are a one form entry school. This would not 

be possible if it were not for the continued support of      

parents, friends and families attending these events. The PTA 

and class Reps will work hard this school year to ensure we 

continue this much needed fund raising that directly benefits 

our children.  We were delighted to see new faces at the 

meeting and encourage more to attend and share in this 

rewarding experience, minutes of the meeting along with up 

and coming event dates will be circulated shortly. It was also 

a great opportunity to thank directly the PTA members Katie, 

Una and Alice who stepped down after three years of     

wonderful service.  We are delighted to announce that the 

new PTA Committee members were voted in at the AGM and 

are as follows: 

Richard Boyle  co-chair 

Fiona Boyle co-chair 

Nina Dunn Secretary 

Tim Dunn Vice Chair 

Natasha Mirrington will continue in her role as Treasurer.  

Last call out for this weekend's Comedy night, Saturday 5th 

October 7pm - 10.30 in the school hall. There is a cash bar 

and please feel free to extend the invite out to friends and 

family, tickets will available on the door that evening. 

Please be reminded that the Christmas card project designs 

will be made in school. Each teacher will write down each 

child's unique code for purchase and will be given to you 

shortly. Your child’s design will be returned from Monday 

14th October and you have until Tuesday 22nd October to buy 

any orders online. 

Up and coming: 

Saturday 5th October - 7pm Comedy night 

Tuesday 19th November - Own clothes Day - all children 

Saturday 23rd November - Christmas fair - school hall 12pm-

3pm 

Tuesday 17th December - Aladdin Christmas Panto - Church-

ill Theatre Bromley 5.30pm (sold out) 

If you would like to know more about the PTA or have any 

questions then feel free to email us on: 

pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com 

  

Attendance 

 

 

 

Well done Reception Class! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Number  of wins 

Rec 2 

Y1 2 

Y2 0 

Y3 1 

Y4 0 

Y5 2 

Y6 0 

Class Attendance (%) Occasions Late  

Rec 100 0 

Y1 97.1 0 

Y2 98 0 

Y3 98.75 0 

Y4 98.13 0 

Y5 99.38 1 

Y6 98.18 0 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Please make a note of the following dates: 

October 

Monday 7th Open classroom 3:30 for parents to see 

trays 

Wednesday 9th -   Friday 11th Yr.  5 Wild Child Trip 

Wednesday 9th - Year 3 to Dulwich Picture Gallery 

Monday 14th-Friday 18th: Yr 6 PGL Trip 

Thursday 17th Whole school Harvest Mass  

Friday 18th Year 5 Class Assembly for parents 9:05 

Monday 21st-Friday 25th Half Term 

Wednesday 30th –Friday 1st Sion Community School 

Mission (More details to follow) 

November 

Friday 1st Whole school Mass  

Wednesday 6th Yr 5 to visit The Houses of Parlia-

ment 

Thursday 7th Yr 6 Class Mass  

Friday 8th Goal Sharing INSET Children and parents 

attend parent meetings 

Monday 11th Nasal Spray Flu spray 

Wednesday 13th Type onesie Diabetes Awareness 

Day (Children to wear a onesie to school) 

Thursday 14th Individual Photographs 

Thursday 14th Image Theatre 

Thursday 14th Curriculum Evening for parents 7pm 

(More details to follow) 

Friday 15th Year 6 Class Assembly for parents at 

2:50 

Saturday 16th Crystal Palace Cross country Run for 

Year 5 and Year 6 

Tuesday 19th PTA Own Clothes Day 

Thursday 21st  Open morning for prospective Re-

ception intake 9.15am 

Saturday 23rd PTA Christmas Fair 12pm—3pm 

Thursday 28th Open classrooms for current parents 

to see the school in action  9am 

Friday 29th  Year 3 classroom assembly   2.50pm 

December  

Thursday 5th Whole School Mass (Year 4) 

Monday 9th KS2 Carol Concert in the church at 6pm 

Wednesday 11th KS1 Nativity 9:15 

Thursday 12th KS1 Nativity 9:15 

Thursday 12th School Christmas Lunch 

Thursday 12th Staff Panto for children after school 

(More details to follow) 

Thursday 12th KS2 Reading Passports returned to 

school 

Friday 13th Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Chil-

dren  

Tuesday 17th KS2 Reading Passport Assembly  

Tuesday 17th KS1 Party for children during the after-

noon 

Wednesday 18th KS2 Party for children during the 

afternoon 

Thursday 19th End of term at normal time  


