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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 

Thank you for coming to Walk Around on Friday. I 

hope you were able to see your children’s work 

and their new classrooms. This week children have 

all had an opportunity to meet their new teacher.  

On Monday we had a Prayer Day where the 

children focused on The Eucharist. In assembly 

children discussed what they needed to survive. 

They reflected on John 6:35 where Jesus tells us 

that ‘I am the Bread of Life and whoever believes 

in me shall never go hungry’. The children worked 

on activities that allowed them to think about 

Jesus, the Bread of Life. Father David came to 

school and gave children the opportunity to take 

part in Adoration. Thank you to Mrs Wilson for 

organising this very special and powerful day. 

It was a busy day on Monday as the school held 

LAMDA examinations, Year 6 took part in a First 

Aid Workshop and some KS2 children performed 

for the school in a string quartet. An amazing day!  

 

Headteacher’s Message 
On Tuesday some children took part in a ‘Litter 

Pick’ with Mrs Deasy and were horrified to learn 

about the harm that plastic can do to the 

environment.  

 

After school on Tuesday the teachers played 

netball against the Year 5 and Year 6 Netball team 

and everyone had great fun. I want to see thank 

you to Mrs Martin for her hard work in running 

the Netball Club this year.  

 

 

 



 

 

parents that walked with us or provided 

refreshments at the end.  

On Friday Abigail and Giselle in Year 6 were 

presented with the Petts Wood Achievement 

Award presented by the Petts Wood Resident’s 

Association. This was voted for by all the adults in 

the school. Fletcher in Year 6 was voted Sports 

Personality by his peers. Congratulations to them!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also presented KS2 with certificates in 

assembly if they had completed their Reading 

Passport. 

Thank you to Mrs Wright for giving up her time 

and speaking to KS2 on Friday about her work with 

Ebola. It was 

a fascinating 

talk and I 

know that all 

the children 

and adults 

learnt so 

much.   

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday Year 6 visited The Bank of America 

and having listened to what they did it sounds like 

everyone had a wonderful time. Thank you to Mrs 

Connolly for organising this exciting trip.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday Year 1 celebrated having the best 

attendance this term with an Own Clothes Day. 

Well done Year 1! 

 

We had a beautiful 

summer walk 

through Jubilee 

Park on Thursday 

where the children 

were partnered 

with someone 

from another year 

group. Shame 

about the weather! 

Thank you to the 



 

 

I would like to say a big thank you to Bromley Spec 

Savers for donating High Visibility vests for our 

children to use on school trips. We are so grateful 

for their support. Thank you to Miss McCarthy’s 

mum who arranged this for us! 

It has been lovely this week to welcome back ex-

pupils doing work experience with us. Who knows, 

they may be teaching here in the future! 

Next week I will accompany the Gardening Club to 

Southmore Court. The children will talk to the 

residents about the gardening that they had done 

whilst also looking at the Southmore Court 

Garden. Thank you to Mrs Deasy and Mrs Linehan 

for all the fabulous work that they have done with 

the children this year.    

Well done to the following children for 100% 

attendance over this year:  

Reception: Daniel, Nicola 

Year 1: George, Rebecca 

Year 2: Ethan, Hendrick 

Year 3: Olivia, Reika, Eimear, Susannah 

Year 4: Gabriel, Francesca, Sean 

Year 5: Nathan, Daniel, James 

This week teachers have been meeting with myself 

and Mrs Richards, the SENCO, to talk in depth 

about each child so that information is passed on 

to the next teacher. This enables all staff to start 

back in September with detailed knowledge of the 

individual children. 

As we come to the end of the year I want to thank 

the families that are leaving us. Please come back 

to see us and remember that you are always part 

of this unique and very special community.  

We say goodbye next week to our Year 6 children 

as they begin the next chapter in their lives. They 

know that they are always welcome back and that 

they will always be remembered here. Saying 

goodbye is always sad however we know that they 

will all go on to achieve great things and we are 

confident that they will all be happy in their new 

schools. We wish them good luck and look forward 

to seeing them in their new uniforms when they 

come back to see us. We will keep them in our 

prayers.  

Thank you to everyone that sent back the Parent 

and Pupil questionnaires. We had an amazing 

response with some wonderful comments 

explaining what parents liked about the school. I 

have included a selection of the comments: 

 The religious approach and the link between 

church and school 

 The way that the school weaves its faith 

centrally into the life of the school 

 The involvement with the church 

 The Christian Values 

 The high teaching standards and learning 

 The staff support my child and enable them 

to develop at an appropriate rate.  

 My child learns well at school. 

 The teachers have high expectations of the 

children 

 My child comes home enthused about his 

learning.  

 There is extra help for pupils 

 My daughter has made excellent progress 

 The teachers make learning exciting 

 There are outstanding teachers and support 

staff 

 There is a lovely community feel and a sense 

of belonging 

 There is a family feel and parents feel 



 

 

 There is lots for the children to get involved 

in 

 My children benefit from all the activities 

 There are varied activities and learning 

experiences 

 The school trips are great 

 The excellent newsletter tells parents what is 

going on at school 

 The Twitter feed 

Thank you also for all of your ideas about ways 

that we can improve. These are always good to 

hear and I can assure you that we do listen. I have 

contacted any parents that raised suggestions and 

I will meet in September with staff and governors, 

as usual, to discuss all of the suggestions before I 

let you know about any new initiatives. Please see 

the attached form that shows the responses in full.   

I am so blessed to work with such wonderful staff 

and I want to thank them for all their dedication 

and commitment. They go above and beyond and 

often do so much that goes unnoticed. They truly 

are amazing and all deserve a well-earned rest.  

On behalf of all the staff I would like to thank you 

all for your generous gifts. You do not realise how 

much these gifts and your kind words mean to us 

all.  

Have a wonderful summer and enjoy spending 

time with your children. We will see you in 

September.  

God Bless 

Mrs Weeks 

Dates 

Next week Mia in Year 4 has asked everyone to 

walk to school if possible as she is concerned 

about the pollution around the school. I know that 

her friends in Year 4 will be supporting her.  

We will be attending Mass at 10:00 on Monday at 

St James’ Church and on Tuesday we will break up 

for summer at the normal time. Children return on 

Wednesday 4th September.  

involved and included in the school.  

 The older children look after younger 

children 

 There is a great PTA with many opportunities 

for parents to get involved in school life  

 My children love the school. They go in 

smiling and come out smiling.  

 My children are super happy 

 My children always look forward to coming 

to school 

 My daughter says that she never wants to 

leave as she loves it so much 

 My child is genuinely cared about and 

supported by the staff to help him to grow 

into a well-rounded, caring person.  

 The standard of behaviour is good 

 I like the discipline imposed  

 The teachers know all the children. 

 The children love their teachers 

 There is a caring and inclusive environment 

 It is a place to flourish and grow 

 We like the approachability of the staff 

 It feels like an extension of my family in 

terms of the level of care and interest shown 

in my child. 

 The warmth of staff 

 The staff are caring and concerned for each 

child as an individual 

 The caring ethos 

 The school is a perfect foundation for our 

children 

 There is a genuine commitment to teaching 

and living out our faith 

 We love everything. You are doing so well. 

Thank you so much for all your hard work. 

 The Head teacher is very visible 

 The Head teacher’s approach every morning 

gives my child the confidence to walk into 

school every morning. 

 There is strong leadership 

 There is a hands on leadership style 

 The school offers a variety of clubs and 

activities before, during and after school. 



 

 

Please make a note of these dates for September:  

Tuesday 10th:Yr. 1 and Yr. 2 Class Briefing (3pm) 

Wednesday 11th: Yr. 3 and Yr. 4 Class Briefing 

(3pm) 

Thursday 12th Whole School Mass (Yr 6) Together 

Again 

Thursday 12th: Yr. 5 and Yr. 6 Class Briefing (3pm) 

Friday 13th Reception Class Briefing at 1:30 Open 

Classroom  

Monday 16th 2:45 Year 5 Wild Child Parent 

meeting 

Monday 16th Year 6 Aylesford Retreat 

Friday 20th: Jeans for Genes Day 

Wednesday 25th Year 6 PGL meeting (7pm) 

More dates will follow in September 

 

Wednesday Word 

The Wednesday Word is LISTENING. This Sunday’s 

Gospel reminds us that rushing around can stop us 

hearing the wisdom of Jesus. We need first to 

listen to Jesus so that we can be reminded of what 

is really important in life.  

 

Safeguarding 

If you have any concerns about child abuse please 

remember that the NSPCC helpline 0808 8005000 

is available 24 hours a day over the school 

holidays.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International School Award 

This week I was contacted by The British Council 
to congratulate us on being re-accredited with the 
International School Award 2019 – 2022. They 
wrote to say that ' it is testament to your whole 
school commitment to embedding a rich and 
creative range of international work, and it’s 
important that your outstanding achievement in 
the International School Award is shared and 
celebrated widely'. The International School 
Award celebrates the achievements of schools 
that do exceptional work in international 
education. Fostering an international dimension in 
the curriculum is at the heart of the British 
Council’s work with schools, so that young people 
gain the cultural understanding and skills they 
need for life work in today’s world'.  Sir Ciarán 

Year Number  of wins 

Rec 3 

Y1 7 

Y2 2 

Y3 1 

Y4 2 

Y5 0 

Y6 3 

Class Attendance (%) Occasions Late  

Rec 100 0 

Y1 99 0 

Y2 99.33 0 

Y3 100 0 

Y4 93.44 0 

Y5 97.88 0 

Y6 96.45 0 



 

 

Devane, CEO of the British Council, said: ‘The 
school’s fantastic international work has rightfully 
earned it this prestigious award. The International 
School Award is a great chance for schools to 
demonstrate the important work they’re doing to 
bring the world into their classrooms. Embedding 
an international dimension in children’s education 
ensures that they are truly global citizens and 
helps prepare them for successful lives and 
careers in an increasingly global economy.’ 

PTA News 

It’s the end of another school year and again it 

feels as if it has flown by!  The PTA would like to 

thank you for your generosity and help and with 

special thanks to all those who have volunteered 

in some capacity over the year - your efforts are 

very much appreciated. We also want to thank our 

Year Reps.  We know it's a lot of work at times, 

especially leading up to the fairs, but we hope it's 

fun too!  We couldn't do it without your 

assistance. Thanks to those who have stepped up 

to carry on your excellent work from September. 

We are delighted to announce that the PTA have 

raised over £21,000 this year.  That is an amazing 

total!  

We wish our Year 6s all the best in their new 

exciting journey at senior school.  We are sad to 

see them leave us, but we know that they will all 

do extremely well and look forward to welcoming 

them back to events in the future. 

We wish you and your families a happy and restful 

summer break.    The PTA Committee 

DIARY DATES: 

Tuesday, 1st October – AGM/PTA Meeting 

Saturday, 5th October – Comedy Night  

Saturday, 23rd November – Christmas Fair 

Tuesday, 17th December - Pantomime at The 

Churchill 

Saturday, 27th June – Summer Fair 

Saturday, 4th July – Summer Ball 

Other News 

Message from St. James’ Church. 

Dear Parents, 

We would like to invite your child(ren) to become 

part of the St. James the Great Parish Altar Server 

Ministry and hope you encourage her/him to join 

this wonderful group of young people who assist 

with the celebration of the mass. It will take their 

time and your commitment however; it is a 

beautiful way for your child(ren) to express her/his 

active participation in both the faith and parish life 

of St. James the Great Church. Any young person 

who has received their First Holy Communion and 

whose family is registered with St. James the Great 

Church may train to become an altar server. This 

ministry provides altar servers for the 6:00pm 

mass on Saturday as well as the 9:15 and 11:00 

masses on Sunday morning. For now we would like 

an expression of interest while we make a decision 

about an event or get together after the summer 

holiday. If you are interested in becoming an altar 

server then please contact the Parish Office or 

email me on servers@stjamespettswood.org 

God Bless 

Peter Marshall  

MC for St. James the Great Parish 


