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Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
Our arrangements to keep everyone safe are 
working well and everything continues to run 
smoothly. Thank you for playing your part in 
maintaining social distancing outside the school 
gates and on the playgrounds at the end of the 
day. This means that we do not need to stagger 
the start or the end of the day. Thank you also to 
parents for being on the school site by 3:15 and for 
keeping toddlers away from the playground 
apparatus. If we know it has not been touched we 
can let KS1 bubbles use it the next day.  We have 
received many messages of support from parents 
and they are really appreciated.  
 
The current directive from Archbishop John Wilson 
states that we are unable to celebrate Mass here 
or to join the congregation at Church. This is of 
course not ideal however Father David has kindly 
agreed to continue to live stream school masses 
and we are grateful to him for making this 
possible. The mass on Thursday was a truly 
wonderful way of bringing us all together even if 
we are not together physically. All of the children 
joined the mass from their classrooms and I could 
hear the children all around the school clapping 
along to the final hymn. Father David spoke about 
how people are coping with the current situation 
in different ways and that we must all be kind to 
one another.  
 
The children have adjusted amazingly well to the 
procedures in school and their behaviour is 
outstanding. The school is very calm and children 
are working so hard.  
 
Can I ask that all uniform, water bottles, book bags 
and PE kit are clearly labelled with your child’s 
name.  We already have a pile of unlabelled items 
and there is no way of knowing who they belong 
to. 

Headteacher’s Message 
I had a meeting with Nourish, the school catering 
company, this week. At the moment all children 
except Reception are eating in their classrooms. 
We are aiming to have two classes socially 
distanced in the hall soon. Having thoroughly 
cleaned tables between sittings each sitting takes 
about 35 minutes so while bubbles have to stay 
apart we will need to continue with the majority of 
children eating in their classrooms. We are 
introducing hot meals to Reception class on 
Monday and hopefully will soon be able to offer 
this to all of KS1. In time, we hope that we can 
offer hot food to KS2 in their classrooms. Please 
continue to be patient with us while we work out 
the logistics of this. We are unfortunately not 
lucky enough to have two halls!  
 
Thank you to everyone who is remembering that 
everyone in the household must self-isolate if a 
member of the household develops symptoms of 
coronavirus. Can I remind parents that it is only 
the person that is displaying symptoms that must 
be tested and I ask that you inform us immediately 
if someone in your household has a positive test 
result. It is obvious that at St James’ everyone is 
doing all that they can to keep everyone safe and 
staff are very grateful to you all for this. Please be 
assured that if children are self-isolating due to 
COVID-19 symptoms in their household they are 
given an X code for attendance and this does not 
show on any of their attendance data. This is DfE 
guidance.  
 
The Daily Mile is starting again with renewed 
energy. This is an initiative that enables all children 
to jog or run at their own pace for 10 minutes 
every day. Everyone has fun taking part – it is not 
P.E. and it is not competitive – while building 
relationships, confidence and resilience. This can 
be summed up as Fun, Fresh air, Friends, Fitness 
and Focus – and the children enjoying a sense of 
Freedom. Thank you to Mrs Connolly for 
organising this.  
 



 

 

receiving a special pencil.  
 
Last week our pupils of the week were: 
Year 1: Mai-Linh 
Year 2: Ivan 
Year 3: Oliver 
Year 4: Emily 
Year 5: Isobel 
Year 6: Finlay 
 
This week our pupils of the week are:  
 
Reception: Lucas 
Year 1: Aiyla 
Year 2: James 
Year 3: Riya 
Year 4: Aleksandra 
Year 5: Sebastian 
Year 6: Max 
 
In assembly on Fridays we like to hear about 
awards that children have won outside of school 
so please encourage children to tell us about their 
achievements. As we cannot accept trophies and 
certificates into school at the moment please 
make sure that you let class teachers know by 
Thursday night of any out of school achievements. 
 
In the last week children have also watched the 
national CAFOD assembly ‘The World WE Want’ 
tells the inspiring story of how the first Family Fast 
Day was started by a small group of women. It 
explores how God's power is working in us and we 
are able to do so much more than we can ever ask 
for, or even think of. 
 
Breakfast and After School Club are now fully back 
for all year groups. Please contact the office if you 
would like your child to attend these sessions.  
 
Bromley Youth Music Trust (BYMT) music lessons 
have started again this week. St James’ is so proud 
of all of the amazing children that play instruments 
at the school. We are very lucky to have 
peripatetic music teachers in a variety of 
instruments who offer exceptionally high-quality 
music sessions to suit each child. Currently the 
instruments we offer are:  
 
Violin with Mr Feiring  
Piano with Mr Albert 

KS2 children have been proudly telling me that 
they are recording their reading in their Reading 
Logs. We certainly have some avid readers who 
truly have a love of reading. Keep up the great 
work KS2! The KS2 Reading Passports have now 
been sent out and we will be promoting them in 
school this term. Please encourage your children 
to complete them so that they can achieve their 
certificates at the end of the term. They are due 
back on Thursday 10th December.  
 
In school we continue to have zoom assemblies 
and this week the children were introduced to the 
work that we will be doing this half term on 
Character Education. We have clear expectations 
on behaviour and with well-planned provision for 
character and personal development we aim to 
promote good mental wellbeing. We provide 
opportunities to help children explore and express 
their character and build the skills they need for 
resilience and empathy. There are four aspects to 
Character Education:  

the ability to remain motivated by long-term 
goals, to see a link between effort in the 
present and pay-off in the longer-term, 
overcoming and persevering through, and 
learning from, setbacks when encountered; 

the learning of positive moral attributes known 
as ‘virtues’, and including, for example, 
courage, honesty, generosity, integrity, 
humility and a sense of justice;  

the acquisition of social confidence and the 
ability to listen attentively to the views of 
others, behave with courtesy and good 
manners and speak persuasively to an 
audience;   

an appreciation of the importance of long-
term commitments. 

 
This term we will be thinking about the word 
courage and what this means. Children will have a 
chance to nominate other children that they see 
demonstrating courage at school.  
 
Each week the class teachers let everyone know in 
our whole school zoom Friday Celebration 
Assembly who their ‘Pupil of the Week’ is. This half 
term our focus is on keeping each other safe. I 
would normally have afternoon tea with these 
children on a Friday afternoon but unfortunately 
this is not possible at the moment so they are all 



 

 

Voice with Mrs Anderson 
Cello with Mrs Storey  
Guitar with Mr Boyle (currently on zoom but with 
hopes to return to school soon) 
Oboe with Mrs Relph 
 
We will try to offer drum lessons in the coming 
year too with Mr Beckett. 
 
All of our lessons are offered through BYMT. If you 
would like information about any lessons please 
email the school office and we will pass the 
request to the BYMT music teacher.  
 
I am sorry that parents are unable to have as much 
contact with staff as they would normally have at 
the moment but we are trying to keep adults and 
children safe. Please continue to contact class 
teachers by email via the office and they will get 
back to you as soon as possible. As I cannot hold 
my normal open-door Head teacher Surgery at the 
moment I am available every Wednesday morning 
from 9:00-9:30 to speak with you over the 
telephone.  Of course, If you want to speak to me 
at other times please contact the office and I will 
call you back as soon as I can. We will continue to 
communicate with you via the weekly newsletter, 
the website, by emails and letters, by notices on 
the notice board and via twitter.  Please follow the 
school on twitter to see updates and information. 
Follow us at @stjamesrc  
 
Children have donated books to their classrooms 
this week for their birthdays which I know the 
teachers and children have enjoyed. Thank you for 
your generosity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This weekend we will be keeping those in Year 4 
who are receiving their First Holy Communion in 
our prayers.  
 
God Bless. 
 
Mrs Weeks 
 
Word on Wednesday 
 
This week’s word is GENEROUS. In school this 
week we have been asking the children to think 
about people who they know who are generous. 
They talked about how they could be generous 
with their time and lots of the children promised 
that they would go home and offer to play with 
younger siblings or help out instead of doing 
things that they wanted to do. I hope parents 
noticed this! In this Sunday’s Gospel we find out 
about God’s generosity.  
 
Diary Dates 
 
Please understand that the following dates may 
change or might not be able to go ahead. Thank 
you for your understanding.  
 
September 
Monday 28th -Friday 2nd CAFOD Class walks 9:15  
Wednesday 30th Reception and Year 1 Phonic/
Maths Talks via zoom. Times to be confirmed  
 
October 
Black History Month 
Thursday 15th Prayer Day: God Who Speaks 
Thursday 15th Whole school Mass (Harvest) live 
streamed 
Monday 26th -Friday 30th Half Term 
 
November 
Thursday 5th Flu Nasal spray for all children 
Friday 13th Goal Sharing INSET 
Saturday 28th PTA Christmas Event 
 
December  
Thursday 3rd Whole School Mass (Advent) Year 4 
live streamed 
Thursday 10th KS2 Reading Passports returned 
Friday 11th Christmas Jumper Day for Save the 
Children  
Tuesday 15th Reading Passport Assembly  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Wednesday 16th pm KS1 Parties in classrooms 
Thursday 17th pm KS2 Parties in classrooms 
Friday 18th End of term 
 
 

School Garden fundraiser 

 

 

 

 

Limited edition, school/allotment grown, organic 

jams available for purchase.  £4 per jar (12oz).  

Orders to the school office email (marked for the 

attention of Mrs Deasy).  Due to limited 

availability, we will have to operate on a first 

come, first served basis so please don’t hesitate!  

Current varieties available for sale are as follows:- 

Courgette and Ginger 

Rhubarb and Ginger 

Plum and Cinnamon 

Plum, Disaronno and Star Anise 

All funds raised will go towards the onward costs 

associated with the upkeep of our school garden. 

N.B.  This year’s Reception Class chutney will be 

released for sale in November – details to follow! 

 

Battle Week! 

 

TTRock stars has updated to 

enable multiple classes to 

battle!  So let the battle 

commence! 

Yr6 vs Yr 5 vs Yr 4 vs Yr3   

Friday18th-Thursday 24th. 

Battle score will only count when played between 

3:30 and 7:00 pm 

 Winners announced in next week’s newsletter 

 

 

 

No official battle but we can make our own! 

Yr 1 vs REC  - highest ‘average correct answers’ 

wins!!! 

 
PTA News 
We hope you all had a wonderful summer and 
wish you a warm welcome back to school!  
 
AGM AND FIRST PTA MEETING OF THE YEAR  
This will be held on Thursday 1st October at 
7.30pm (Zoom details to be confirmed). Please do 
join the meeting...it's the perfect opportunity to 
find out more about the money we raise and how 
this in turn benefits each and every one of our 
children. We are always looking for new ideas and 
volunteers!  
 
100 CLUB 
Please look out for your 100 Club renewal email 
from the PTA. Alternatively, if you are not 
currently a member, please look out for a new 
subscriber's email with details of how to join. By 
signing up you can help to enhance your child’s 
experience at St James' as well as having a chance 
to win a cash prize each month.....the more 
subscribers the bigger the prize!  
 
PTA FACEBOOK GROUP 
Keep up to date with all the PTA news, events and 
activities by joining the 'PTA St James' Primary, 
Petts Wood' Facebook group. 
 
DATES FOR THE DIARY 
1st October - PTA and AGM Zoom Meeting 7.30pm 
18th November  - PTA Own Clothes DAY £2 per 
child (Max £5 per family) 
 
If you would like to know more about the PTA or 
have any questions then feel free to email us on: 
  
pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com 
  
Kind regards 
PTA Committee 
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Oakies  Breakfast and After School Club 
 
Welcome back to all our regulars and welcome  to 
the new members of Oakies. We are very pleased 
to see you all. 
 
It has been challenging to organise a very new way 
of doing things but  the children are all settling in 
very well and adjusting to the new systems. 
 
We look forward to the coming weeks of fun and 
enjoyment at Oakies. 
 
Oakie dokie 
  
Other Notices 
 
Upcoming Bromley Parent Voice events   
Parents/carers of pupils in your school/setting may 
be interested in the following upcoming local 
events. If so, they are advised to e-
mail info@bromleyparentvoice.org.uk to register 
their place and to submit their questions. 

·       My child has SEND - what support is 
available? on Tuesday 22nd September, 
10-11 am via ZOOM 

·       My child has dyslexia - what support is 
available? on Tuesday 29th September, 10
-11 am via ZOOM with the Bromley 
Dyslexia Association 

  
Reminder: SEND survey for children and young 
people returning to school after lockdown: ‘My 
lockdown experience and returning to a new 
normal’ 
  
A local survey has been designed to capture C/YP 
thoughts and feelings about the lockdown period 
and how they have felt about returning to school. 
The survey closes on Wednesday, September 
30th and we would appreciate your help in letting 
families know that we want their input. This 
survey can be found: https://
www.bromley.gov.uk/LocalOfferShareYourViews 

 

 

Barnardo’s ‘See, Hear, Respond’ service 

See, Hear, Respond is a service provided across 

England by Barnardo’s and other national and local 

community-based organisations in response to the 

coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. See, Hear, 

Respond, provides support to children, young 

people and their families who aren’t currently 

seeing a social worker or other agency, and who 

are struggling to cope with the emotional impacts 

of coronavirus (COVID-19). See, Hear, Respond will 

support from pre-birth up to 18 years of age and 

those with special educational needs under the 

age of 25. See, Hear, Respond will contact every 

referral made, so no child is missed. Help is 

available in one or more of four ways: 

 

You can access via the ‘See, Hear, Respond’ 

service self-referral webpage or Freephone 0800 

151 7015. 

 

an online hub of support and information 

online counselling and therapy 

face-to-face support for those most affected and 

at risk of some of today’s most pertinent is-

sues, such as criminal exploitation, and 

helping children and young people reintegrate 

back into school 

mailto:info@bromleyparentvoice.org.uk
https://www.bromley.gov.uk/LocalOfferShareYourViews
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