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Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
 
I hope you managed to enjoy the snow!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was exactly a year ago this week that I wrote to 
you to say, “The DfE have asked all schools to 
inform parents about the Coronavirus risk to 
individuals”. What a year it has been! As we come 
to the end of this half term it feels like a good time 
to reflect on the last six weeks. I am hugely proud 
of what the staff have achieved by providing 
outstanding remote learning and continuing to 
teach the children in school. It has not been easy 
but all the staff have shown great resilience. They 
have all been determined that the learning and 
pastoral support that the school gives continues. 
They now hopefully will be able to spend some 
time with their own families and get some rest. I 
am of course equally proud of what the children 
have achieved too. They will look back on this in 
years to come and tell their own children about 
their experience. Finally, I want to say a heartfelt 
thank you to all the parents and grandparents that 
have kept staff going with their supportive phone 
calls, emails, letters and kind gifts. It really does 

Headteacher’s Message 
feel like that we are conquering this challenge 
together and that we can look forward with hope.  
 
It was lovely to receive a letter this week from The 
Cardinal Hume Centre thanking everyone for the 
donation before Christmas. They wrote that they 
really appreciated our gift particularly in what has 
been such a tough year and explained how we had 
helped people like Annabelle. Annabelle is a single 
mother who faced lockdown in a studio flat with 
local support groups closed and, in a community, 
where anti-social behaviour was rife. The centre 
proved crucial for her son’s development and 
reduced her anxiety.  
 
Each week we celebrate the children who are 
doing so well with their remote learning and we 
continue to celebrate children’s patience. As well 
as this, KS2 celebrate their rewards of Pride, 
Respect and Courtesy.  

 
 
The Courtesy Cup is awarded to Orla (Y6) this 
week. 
 
 
 
 

Year Patience Standard of Re-

mote Learning 

Reception Amy Isla 

Year 1 Sofia Perry 

Year 2 Natalie Emma 

Year 3 Rosie Rebecca 

Year 4 Alessandra Adam 

Year 5 Mary-Kate Betsy 

Year 6 Chaheth James 



 

 

designed safety posters giving advice to others on 
what to do if people were unsure about something 
they have seen.  
 
This week you will have seen that we sent out to 
parents the information about the Safer School 
App. We have been using this for a number of 
years now and decided to relaunch it this week to 
coincide with Online Safety Day. You should have 
received this information earlier in the week. 
 
Great news! This week I received an email 
informing me that Emilia in Year 1 had won 1st 
Prize in a national drawing competition. In total, 
662 drawings were submitted and five judges 
spent a considerable time over the 
past month reviewing and considering all the 
entries. I was told that the standard of the entries 
was truly outstanding. The Hanson Box team were 
impressed by the levels of creativity and thinking 
behind the drawings. Emilia was awarded 1st Prize 
and won a £500 Amazon voucher for herself and a 
£1,000 grant for the school! We are so proud of 
Emilia and very grateful to her for entering the 
competition that Mrs Deasy advertised before 
Christmas. The competition asked children to 
imagine and draw their own weird and wonderful 
creature and annotate the drawing. Children 
needed to think about where the creature lived, 
what it ate and what adaptations it had and why.  
Congratulations Emilia! The Dan Hanson 
Charitable Foundation donates resources to 
schools each year to empower children and inspire 
creativity.  

 
 
The term so far has certainly presented its 
challenges and I would like to thank you once 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As I mentioned last week, staff continue to 
participate in training virtually. This week we 
attended training on bereavement with Rainbows. 
Rainbows is a national charity that works with 
children grieving a significant and often 
devastating loss in their lives. The aim is for 
children to be understood and supported 
appropriately. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week children learned about online safety on 
Online Safety Day. They used a variety of 
resources including CEOP’s Think You Know 
Resources. Reception children listened to the story 
of Buddy the Internet Safety Dog.  
 
Year 1 produced posters about how to stay SMART 
Online.  In Year 2 the children have been learning 
how to judge the safety of different websites. They 
have been learning about what they need to share 
with an adult and what to do if they do not feel 
comfortable about something.  
 
Year 6 focused on the theme of "trust" when using 
the internet. They looked at how to recognise 
websites that may not be trustworthy. They then 

Year  Pride in work Respect in class 

Year 3 Dominic Oscar T 

Year 4 Hannah Aleksandra H 

Year 5 Willow Alisha 

Year 6 Oscar Corinne 



 

 

again all for the support you have shown for the 
community of St James’. Hopefully, you will be 
able to take some time to relax and enjoy the half 
term break with your family. Take care of each 
other. 
 
Happy Valentine’s Day! 
God bless, 
Mrs Weeks 
 
Dates for your diary  
February 
Saturday 20th CAFOD virtual Big Walk for Water 
Monday 22nd Fairtrade fortnight 
Thursday 25th Year 6 to attend a virtual 
Introduction to the UK Parliament 
March 
Thursday 4th World Book Day  
Monday 8th International Women’s Day 
Thursday 25th KS2 Reading Passports due in 
Tuesday 30th KS2 Reading Passport Assembly  
 
SAFEGUARDING 
There are of course many links between children’s 
use of social media and their mental health and 
wellbeing. Parents should be aware of children 
experiencing ‘social pressures’ online and have 
informed and age-appropriate conversations 
about online safety with their children. Please 
remember that children under the age of 16 
should not be using WhatsApp.  
 
Please see the attached information about 
staying safe online. 
 
Wednesday Word 
This Week’s Word is COMPASSION. I spoke to the 
children in assembly this week about how we can 
all show compassion to others. They listened to 
the story of how Jesus showed compassion when 
he healed the man who had leprosy. We talked 
about how we should recognise when someone 
needs our help and try to do something to help. 
This is a very important message that we should all 
remember at the moment.  
 
twitter 
We now have 185 followers on twitter so please 
remember to follow the school:  
 @stjamesrc  
 

Cafod Virtual Big Walk 

If you would like to take part in the CAFOD Virtual 

BIg Walk on Saturday 20th February or take part in 

the Walk for Water Lent Challenge please visit the 

CAFOD website: 

https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Walk-for-Water 

All details can be found for both events. If you do 

participate please send some pictures to the 

school office so that we can include them in our 

newsletter on our return. 

Have a great half term. 

Many thanks,  Mrs Wilson 

Ash Wednesday 

This year, Ash Wednesday falls in the half term 

holiday so we cannot celebrate the Mass together 

as a school community.  

Father David will be live streaming Mass on 

Wednesday 17th February. 

He is providing a Lenten pack which includes ashes 

in small bags, with instructions, that can either be 

collected from the Parish office or posted or 

delivered to you.  

If you would like one of these packs, please 

contact Suzanne in the Parish office via email: 

parish.office@stjamespettswood.org  or telephone 

01689 827100 by the 15th February. 

Please note that the Parish office is open Monday 

to Thursday, mornings only.   

Mrs Wilson 

Contact Tracing 
Although we will be closed to all children over 

February half-term, we will of course continue to 

assist with contact tracing for those children who 

have been attending school. Where children 

attending school test positive for coronavirus 

during the holidays, having developed symptoms 

more than 48 hours since being in school, we do 

not need to be informed. Parents should follow 

contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test 



 

 

and Trace. However, where children attending 

school test positive having developed symptoms 

within 48 hours of being in school, parents are 

asked to inform us by emailing the school office. 

We will assist in identifying close contacts and 

advising self-isolation, as the child may have been 

infectious whilst in school.  

Fun in the snow! 

Reception class made Snow Birds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Isobel (5) and Oscar (2) made a giant snowman 

complete with St. James’ accessorises! 

Some creations from 

Year 6 at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adam has been enjoying a chemistry experiment 

growing crystals with a fun dinosaur set  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rory Y6 and Emily Y4 made a very impressive igloo! 

 


