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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
 
It has been a very busy week for everyone!  
 
Unfortunately, I spoke too soon last week when I 
wrote about only having had one confirmed 
positive case. I want to assure you that we are 
doing everything that we can possibly do to keep 
the children and staff safe and well.  I also know 
that families are helping to do this too. The 
support we have had this week is very much 
appreciated. Thank you.  
 
I wanted to say how proud all the staff are of the 
children who are self-isolating in Year 6, Year 5 and 
Year 2. They are working so hard at home and 
producing amazing work. I have joined them for 
zoom chats and have seen their motivation and 
dedication. I particularly liked the way some 
children are wearing school uniform even though 
they are at home!! It goes without saying that I am 
in awe of Mrs Connolly and Mrs Martin who are on 
zoom with their children all day in order that no 
learning is lost and more importantly that the 
children are happy. My thanks go to them both. 
Mrs Wilson is managing extremely well to teach 
her children in school and those at home. As you 
can appreciate, this is not easy! Thank you Mrs 
Wilson! I also want to thank the support staff who 
are continuing to teach interventions via zoom. 
Thank you also to the many parents who are 
sending such lovely messages of support.  They are 
keeping us going! What a truly amazing 
community we have.   
 
We started the week with our Cracker Assembly 
and although it was different from the usual ones 
that we have had in previous years we were still 
able to see all of the crackers that the children had 
created. They were all marvellous. I hope the 
children enjoyed buying the crackers too whilst 

Headteacher’s Message 
raising money for the PTA. They raised an amazing 
£176.80. 
 
Year 5 took part in a Planetarium Virtual Visit to 
learn about the Earth, Sun and Moon.  The session 
was very informative and all the children had 
opportunities to share their knowledge and ask 
the experts enquiring questions.  A fun session 
was had by all. 
 

The children watched the CAFOD assembly this 
week called Light of the World.  
 
On Wednesday we all ate our school Christmas 
Dinner and even though this year was slightly 
different the children still enjoyed it. We all wore 
Christmas jumpers and listened to Christmas 
music. Reception class ate with Mrs Richards and 
Mrs Wakefield and Year 1 ate with Miss McCarthy. 
Thank you to Clare, Edel and Carolina who cooked 
such a lovely lunch.  
 
This week I have been working with The University 
of Greenwich and virtually interviewing 
prospective PGCE students. There are many good 
candidates wanting to join the teaching profession 
which is wonderful to see. 
The JTA competition winners were Lisa in Year 6 
with Rainbow Ricky and Joshua in Year 2 with Evie 
the Elf.  Both winning entries have now been sent 



 

 

great job and told us the story of Christmas so 
well. Well done children! I wondered why a stable 
had appeared in Forest School! I wanted to 
particularly thank the musicians in Year 2 as they 
did a fabulous job even though we could not see 
them. Thank you to KS1 parents who have 
donated already to The Passage, The Cardinal 
Hume Centre and The St Vincent de Paul Society. 
KS2 will be collecting for these three charities next 
week and I will be outside the school gates on 
Wednesday before and after school with a 
collection bucket. I have been asked about the 
possibility of showing the Nativity again and we 
are trying to put together something for January.  
 
On Friday children and staff supported Save the 
Children by wearing Christmas jumpers. I never 
knew there were so many different designs! We 
will be able to let you know next week how much 
we raised.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fantastic that Year 6 could join in too from home! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On another note, I want to ensure that the school 
site remains secure at all times and have therefore 
had the timer removed from the pedestrian gate. 
This is so that at the start and end of the day we 
know exactly who is on site. I would ask you not to 

to Bromley Council to be entered into the school 
wide competition.  Individual class winners will 
receive a small prize next week. Well done!   
 
Awards were given to KS2 children who promote 
our Golden Promises throughout the school.  
This week the certificates were awarded to 
children who show RESPECT towards others 
and take PRIDE in their work and belongings. The 
KS2 Courtesy Cup was also awarded to Emmanuel. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The positive attitude awards this week go to Ada 
(Rec), Symeon (Y1), Anthony (Y2), Natalia (Y3), 
Heidi (Y4), Jack (Y5) and Mia (Y6) 
 

For those of you who are members of The RHS and 
receive their Garden Magazine you will have seen 
an article in the latest edition about our school 
garden. As you know, Mrs Deasy inspires us all to 
become better gardeners and the article 
acknowledges all her hard work. You can find the 
article attached to this newsletter.  Thank you, Mrs 
Deasy!    
 
We received a lovely letter from The Bromley 
Foodbank this week thanking us for the donations 
that our community gave. In the months of 
September, October and November The Bromley 
Foodbank was able to feed 826 adults and 595 
children. Thank you to everyone who supported 
this incredible charity.  
 
I wanted to finish by saying a huge congratulations 
to all of KS1 for such a magnificent Nativity. When 
Mrs Richards, Miss McCarthy and Mrs Martin first 
asked if they could do a Nativity this year I was a 
little apprehensive about how this could work. I 
should of course had full confidence in them as 
they are all so amazing. How they organised, 
filmed and created such an incredible Nativity 
leaves me speechless! The children did such a 

Year Respect Award Pride Award 

3 Julia Natalia 

4 Hendrick Hannah 

5 Aidan Joshua 

6 Leo Teddy 



 

 

hook the gate back for this reason. Breakfast and 
Afterschool Club will be in touch with parents to 
explain their new procedure.  
 
Have a restful weekend.  
 
Mrs Weeks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Word on Wednesday 
 
This week’s word is JOY. In this Sunday’s Gospel, 
John the Baptist gives people a sense that 
something exciting is about to happen. John 
delivered the joyful news of God’s arrival into our 
world in the person of Jesus. This weekend we 
celebrate the third Sunday of Advent which is 
known as ‘Gaudete Sunday’, and we light the pink 
candle on our advent wreath. The word ‘Gaudete’ 
in Latin means ‘Rejoice!’. We joyfully celebrate 
that Christmas is near. We asked the children this 
week what the word joy means to them and asked 
them about a time when they brought joy to 
others. This is an easy one to answer for KS1 as I 
saw people’s faces fill with joy when they watched 
the KS1 Nativity.  
  
Dates 
Please see the dates below for next week as 
there are some changes.   
 
Tuesday 15th   KS2 Reading Passport Assembly   
Wednesday 16th pm KS1 Parties in classrooms. 
Children to come to school in their party clothes.  
Tuesday 15th and Wednesday 16th KS2 Carols via 
zoom (Donations before and after school for our 
chosen charities) Further information will be sent 
out soon. 
Thursday 17th Archbishop’s virtual Christmas 
Liturgy to Year 5. 
Thursday 17th pm KS2 Parties in classrooms. 

Children to come to school in their party clothes.  
Thursday 17th End of term. 
Friday 18th Staff INSET 
 
January 
Monday 4th Staff INSET  
Tuesday 5th Children return to school 
Wednesday 6th Whole School virtual Mass 
 
 
Safeguarding 
 
Please remember not to hook the pedestrian gate 
open and let the school know if you have any 
concerns about site security.  
 
Attendance 
30th Nov-4th Dec 

 
PTA News 
CHRISTMAS TREES 

A quick thank you for those braving the elements 
to collect your Christmas trees last Saturday and 
apologies once again for those who ordered a 
wreath which never turned up. Thank you 
for the donations. This raised in the region 
of £1000! 

  
CHRISTMAS CRACKER COMPETITION 

The Christmas crackers  have raised a 
fantastic  £176.80. We know that this event brings 
joy, tears and laughter! Well done to the Children 
for their creativity and hopefully Year 6 will be 

Class Attendance (%) Occasions Late  

Rec 97.0 1 

Y1 97.99 0 

Y2 98.36 0 

Y3 97.45 0 

Y4 100 0 

Y5 100 0 

Y6 97.81 1 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

able to get involved  when they are back next 
week. The winners from each year won a selection 
box of Chocolates and the five class runner ups 
received Christmas pencils. 
  
The Class Winners were: 
Year 5 Jasmine 
Year 4 Emily 
Year 3 Helen 
Year 2 Emma 
Year 1 Holly 
Rec Patrick 
 

TEA TOWELS 

Many thanks to all those who have ordered tea 
towels, please note that these will be handed out 
on Thursday 17th December with the proceeds of 
£500 going to the PTA. Thank you for taking part. 
  
Watch out for our  PTA Newsletter which will be 
sent out next week. This will detail how all the 
money has been raised this term and also where 
some of the fundraising has been spent. 
  
PTA FACEBOOK GROUP  
Keep up to date with all the PTA news, events and 
activities by joining the 'PTA St James' Primary, 
Petts Wood' Facebook group.  
  
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Thursday 17th December - Tea Towels handed out 

PTA meeting Wednesday 20th January 2021 – 7:30pm 
– All Welcome ! 

If you would like to know more about the PTA or 
have any questions, then feel free to email us 
on: pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com  
 
Oakies Club 
 
The front gate will now be locked at all times.  
Please call the buzzer when you get to the gate 
and bear with us while we answer and let you in. 
We will be at the gate at 7:30 on a morning to 
welcome the first children.  
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