
Dear Parents, 

I hope that you are all keeping in good health. 

We have had an eventful week. As you know, it did not start well as I came into school on 

Monday to discover a flood where the water tank on the roof had poured into the school. 

This was due to an old float valve in the water tank breaking and was not connected at all to 

any building work that had recently taken place. I met with the insurance company on 

Tuesday and they have been fantastic. They are as determined as me to get the school up 

and running as soon as possible. I appointed an external Project Manager on Wednesday to 

liaise with the insurance company and on Wednesday night staff all came into school, whilst 

keeping to social distancing guidelines, to move equipment. Within minutes of me asking for 

their help they appeared ready to spring into action! Unbelievable! Miss Atkinson is making 

a video of us in school.  By Thursday morning a team of contractors had started on the work. 

At the moment there are industrial humidifiers all around the school to help with the drying 

process. There is extensive damage and supply chains are badly affected so the work may 

take many weeks. Both the Diocese and the LA are aware of the problems that we face. The 

governors have been kept up to date and I want to thank them for their support and in 

particular to Ken Chan who came to school on Monday and to Mary Hutchinson who has 

been on the end of the phone a great deal this week. Thank you for the many offers of help 

to get the school back up and running but it is now in the hands of the insurance firm and 

the Project Manager. I am sure that there will be lots for parents to do in the future to get 

the school ready to reopen. I do have to say thank you to Mr Rothon for arriving on site 

within minutes to help in whatever way he could. I also want to thank Mr and Mrs Dunn and 

Mr and Mrs Boyle for spending Thursday morning rescuing as much of the PTA’s belongings 

as possible and moving it all to the PTA garage. Thank you to everyone that has suggested 

fund raising for the school and I have passed on all of your ideas to the PTA who I know are 

organising a virtual meeting next week.  The ICT suite has not been affected and we hope to 

welcome our vulnerable children and our children of key workers back on Monday. I want to 

take this opportunity to thank Darrick Wood Junior School and Crofton Infant School for 

welcoming our staff and children over the last week. I certainly clapped for key workers on 

Thursday night with the people from the Fire Brigade that came to our rescue on Monday in 

my mind. The police also came to school this week- they actually turned up on Monday and 

were a little surprised- to collect all the messages and paintings that the children had made 

to thank key workers and they were of course very grateful. What a week!  

In other news… 

I am pleased to say that those families that are eligible for Free School Meals through the 

Government Voucher Scheme have now received their vouchers. I apologise that it took so 

long but Mrs Garlick was part of a very long queue that was simply overwhelmed nationally 

with applications.   

Families have been contacted if we were able to offer their child a place in September and 

welcome letters will be going out shortly. Mrs Jones and Mrs Howie will be in touch.  



Secondary schools have started to contact us about our present Year 6 children and Mrs 

Connolly will be speaking to these schools to let them know about all our fabulous Year 6 

children. I want to reassure Year 6 that whatever happens over the next few weeks we will 

not let you leave us without a proper send off!  

I asked people to send me any good news that deserved to be celebrated and I was 

contacted by Mr Williams to say that Alessandra and Austin had a conversation on the 

phone with the Duchess of Cambridge! This was because of the amazing work that Mrs 

Williams did in organising over 700 volunteers to get back onto the NHS frontline in just 

three weeks. Amazing!  

I hope that you were able to take part in the Mass that was live streamed on Tuesday. The 

CWL had asked for the Mass to be celebrated for the thanksgiving of our school. Little did 

they know how much their prayers were needed!  

I would like to draw your attention to the Children’s Liturgy that CAFOD is providing. While 

we cannot gather together in person, we can still come together as a community through 

prayer. CAFOD have live virtual Children’s Liturgy on Sundays at 10am. Please see the 

following link:  https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

Lastly, I want to say that all of the staff were moved to tears by the Year 2 video that the 

children sent to Mrs Martin of them all singing a part of ‘True Colours’.  It really was an 

amazing piece of work that clearly some parents had worked very hard on. If the BBC got 

hold of the video it would be a global hit!   

I would like to thank you for your continued support with the home learning that teachers 

are uploading onto Seesaw. Please continue to find a system that works best for your family 

and do not hesitate to contact the teachers if you are experiencing any difficulties logging 

on or submitting work. 

These continue to be unprecedented times, for which there are no guide-books. Everything 

has changed and it is understandable that we all feel anxiety about the current situation. 

The speed of change has been swift, with little or no time for us all to make sense of 

everything.  

Please continue to contact the school via email and let me know of any other pieces of good 

news that you would like to share. Thank you all for your continued support and I look 

forward to seeing you all in the not too distant future. 

God bless,  

Mrs Weeks 

https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy

