
 

 

 Friday 22nd May 2020           Twitter: @stjamesrc       

St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents,  
 
We have all had a very strange half term and one 
that we will not forget in a hurry! 
 
I hope you and your families all continue to be 
well.  
 
As I speak the electricity is nearly all back on in 
school which is fantastic so staff are now able to 
access the computers, photocopiers and 
telephones. I heard yesterday that our insurance 
claim has been approved for the work to begin on 
the kitchen, the cooking room, the three 
classrooms, hall, office and staffroom. Such great 
news! I am now due to meet with the construction 
company about their plans and the timeframe for 
the work. I also need to discuss with them their 
rules around school staff being on site while the 
work takes place as until now staff have not had 
access.  
 
Thank you to everyone who volunteered to help 
with the painting of the three damaged 
classrooms. We are still waiting for the paint and 
for the construction company to let us know who 
is allowed on site. Mr Jawed will be in touch with 
those who volunteered as soon as we know when 
the painting can start. 
 
I took part in a zoom meeting with Archbishop 
John Wilson, the Director of Education at the 
Education Commission and other Catholic Head 
teachers this week where the planned phased 
return of schools was again discussed. There are 
many different models that schools are using to try 
and reopen schools including only opening for one
-year group or opening on a part time basis. There 
are some schools that have decided that it is not 
safe to open their schools at all at the present 
time.  The Archbishop and the Director of 

Headteacher’s Message Education made it clear that it was for each school 
to decide what was safe for their own setting once 
risk assessments had been carried out. The 
government are due to make their decision by 28th 
May about whether phased returns should still go 
ahead. I will continue to keep you up to date and 
will be in touch with parents on 2nd June about 
whether we can safely open on 8th June or 
whether we need more time. Please understand 
that under normal circumstances we would be 
able to give you a clearer picture but the flood to 
the school has prevented us from being on site 
and making any preparations. Thank you for your 
patience.  
 
Thank you to the children that helped to organise 
the Ascension Day Mass on Thursday. The children 
were asked to write their reflections on 
what Ascension Day means to them and why it is 
important. The children's responses were passed 
onto Father David for the live streaming of the 
Mass together with the bidding prayers written by 
the RE Ambassadors.  
Thank you to Mrs Wilson for organising this. Thank 
you to James in Reception, Joshua and Harrison in 
Year 1, Mia and Madeline in Year 3, Kathleen and 
Eimear Turner in Year 4, Francesca, James, Rory 
and Olivia in Y5 and Luke Samuels and Phoebe in 
Year 6. Thank you to Father David for his 
continued support.  
 
Thank you for sharing your good news with me 
this week. I was particularly pleased to hear that 
Maddie Fewkes had received a Blue Peter Badge. 
Some of the older children will know why I like to 
see these badges so much!  
 
Can I pass on my thanks for the electronic cards 
staff received this week for Happy Teacher’s Day. 
They made us smile! 
 
Finally, can I ask that if you know of anyone who 
can supply us with eye protection for PPE we 
would be very grateful. We have sourced 



 

 

everything else in terms of PPE for our staff to deal 
with First Aid incidents but as yet cannot source 
eye protection. Please let Mrs Garlick know via the 
office if you know of anyone who could supply 
this. Thank you. 
 
I know that Miss Atkinson read a story to Year 3 
today via zoom. She said that it went very well and 
other teachers are going to try it after half term.  
 
I hope that you all have a good half term with your 
children. The weather will hopefully allow you to 
enjoy the outdoors. Please take care of each 
other.  
 
God bless,  
Mrs Weeks 
 
 
 
Another video from St.James’ Staff 
 
I hope that you enjoy the latest video to start 
your half term. There were some very wet 
staff!  
 

https://youtu.be/7eDzZczUrNI  
 
 
News from Classes 
 
Reception 
 
This week we have been going minibeast crazy! 
From fabulous fact sheets, books and posters 
about wonderful worms to super crafty creations.  
 

 

https://youtu.be/7eDzZczUrNI


 

 

Year 1 

This week I have been extremely proud of Year 1. 

We have been very creative this week.  The chil-

dren made shrines for our Mother Mary in their 

houses for the month of May. They collected flow-

ers and wrote prayers which were beautifully pre-

sented. As part of our art topic the children were 

asked to design and make their own sculpture and 

they have been amazing. The sculptures have lots 

of detail and some are even decorated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 

Year 2 have had another busy week and they have 

been working extremely hard. They have begun 

to learn how to do the column method for          

addition, making sure they lay it out correctly 

and checking they understand place value. They 

have also been planning and writing an adventure 

for Claude and recalling the events of the Great 

Fire of London. Year 2 had a choice in how they set 

this out, they could make a zigzag book or show 

the key events in a timeline. They have all pro-

duced some amazing work. I'm so proud of all of 

you for your determination and hard work! Have a 

well deserved rest over half term.  



 

 

Year 3 

What an amazing week Year 3 have had!  
It’s been so great seeing all of your work. This 
week in our English work we were looking at 
writing Newspaper Articles. We found out what all 
of the key features are and then we wrote our 
own one based on The Tin Forest. I was so proud 
of the fantastic quality of the writing- defibrillate 
have some budding journalists on our hands! In 
Maths we all became very confident in reading 
and plotting coordinates.  
We were looking at the moon as an extra science 
project - basins and craters and what’s the differ-
ence. It was amazing to find out how old some of 
them are!  
It was also lovely to see the children extending 
their learning - cooking, online comprehension 
practise, mindfulness colouring, baking, drawing 
and even getting a Blue Peter badge - but we 

mustn’t let Mrs Weeks see it!   
Keep up the hard work Year 3! I’m so proud of you 
and look forward to reading you your story this 

afternoon!   

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Year  5 

This week Year 5 have completed some amazing 

work on The different  River Processes: Erosion, 

Deposition and Transportation that can affect the 

flow of a river. They also studied how new plants 

are made and tried to grow their own plants. 

Some children took part in the biggest on line 

drawing class! The pupils are also creating films on 

their life in lockdown. I am very proud of them all. 

Well done Year 5.  

 

 

Year 4 

Year 4 have done some very nice descriptive po-

ems this week and some great designs in art for 

our current topic which is architecture.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Messages... 

Jenny, from Petts Wood Library, has asked me to 
pass this information onto parents.  
 
Empathy Day:  Normally around this year we start 
to celebrate Empathy Day which is Tues 9th June. 
This year there is a digital version and loads of fan-
tastic authors and illustrators are taking part.  For 
the first time this year Empathy Lab have pro-
duced a wonderful activity pack for families, all 
you need at home is a pencil and paper. Parents/
carers can download the whole pack or you can 
just click on the activity you want to do. https://
www.empathylab.uk/family-activities-pack 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 

Year 6 have been working hard this week finishing 

off our class book of Street Child. I have received 

lots of fantastic pieces of writing about Dr Barnar-

do related to the story. We have also been super 

detectives in trying to solve our Murder Mystery 

Maths and I hope that today we have all managed 

to work out who the guilty person is!  

We spent some time this week in RE writing pray-

ers and looking at hymns for Mary and the class 

have sent me some beautiful tributes to Our Lady. 

Here are just a selection of the ones created, the 

others can be viewed on Seesaw. 

https://www.empathylab.uk/family-activities-pack
https://www.empathylab.uk/family-activities-pack


 

 

If you do the activities could you take some photos 
and send to pettswood.library@gll.org, obviously 
without any people in them and the library 
will post them on Facebook and make a display in 
the library when we get back. 

Jenny is  going to be reading a picture book from 
the Empathy Collection every day from 26th May-
9th June at 4pm apart from Thursdays when it will 
be at 2.30pm and on Tuesdays it will be an older 
book but still from the Empathy Collection. 
She will also be posting reviews and recommenda-
tions on Bromley Facebook Page of empathetic 
reads. 
  
School Colouring: Please see the attached docu-
ment. 
  
Writing Comp: Jenny has had quite a few entries 
but she is still accepting them. The deadline is 
31st May.  
  
National Share A Story Month: No wishes sub-
mitted as yet so remember that the deadline 
is 30th June. Please see the attached document.  

 

mailto:pettswood.library@gll.org

