
Thursday 31st December 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Firstly, let me start by saying that I hope that you had a restful and healthy Christmas and 
that you are looking forward with hope to 2021.  
 
I expect by now that you are aware that the Secretary of State, Gavin Williamson, made an 
announcement in the Commons yesterday about schools in England not reopening as 
planned next week.  With coronavirus rates rising across the country, the government is 
now applying the Contingency Framework for Education to help contain the transmission of 
the virus. Bromley is within the Contingency Framework Area because it is seeing very high 
rates of coronavirus. This therefore means that St James’ will be closed to children for the 
first two weeks of term. The government will then review the situation. 
 
It is vital that only vulnerable children and the children of critical workers attend school. If 
you are a critical worker, I would ask you to fill in the attached form and email it to the 
school office by 9am on Saturday 2nd January. To be a critical worker your job, which you will 
be engaged in for the next two weeks, is critical to the running of the country and it is 
essential for your child to attend school during this period. If children can stay safely at 
home, they should, to limit the chance of the virus spreading. That is why the government 
has asked schools to remain open only for those children who absolutely need to attend. 
The fewer children making the journey to school, and the fewer children in school, the lower 
the risk that the virus can spread and the safer the provision will be for children, families 
and staff. Please only inform the office by 9am on Saturday morning if your child needs to 
attend school.  
 
A decision about whether we can operate wrap-around care will be made as soon as we 
know whether this will be viable. If you are a critical worker and your child will be attending 
school could you email Breakfast and Afterschool Club directly about booking sessions.  
  
Thank you for your support and patience. I know the news is extremely frustrating for you 
but please be assured that staff at St James’ remain focused on providing the best education 
we can whilst playing our part in the national effort to keep each other as safe as possible. 
 
Remote learning will take place via seesaw and zoom starting on Tuesday 5th January. 
Further details will follow on Monday. 
 
Kind regards, 
Mrs Weeks 
 

 


