
 
 

 
 

Dear Parents, 

As you will have heard in the Prime Minister’s briefing yesterday, I have now been instructed to 
close the school after this Friday until further notice. 
 
As advised by the government, there will be school hubs in Bromley for the children of key workers 
such as NHS staff and police and for children with Education Health Care Plans. This is for parents 
who do not have alternative childcare arrangements. At this present time I am in discussions with 
the LA about where the school hubs will be. We are waiting for the government to publish more 
information on what a key worker is considered to be, but it would help us in the meantime if you 
could let us know by lunchtime today if you think your child may fall into one of these categories. 
Thank you to those that have already done so. We will be in touch again as soon as we are sure 
who this does apply to.  
 
All other children will need to stay at home, so we ask that you do not send your child into school 
from Monday onwards. 
 
Please note that this is a national closure – as you may have heard in the news – so while it is a 
challenging situation, we are not alone. When we are able to open again we will let you know by 
email and on twitter.   
 
Your child’s learning is of course important to us, so we will continue to help your child to learn. We 
are sending you the work that we have timetabled for your children.   
 
If your child usually receives free school meals we will be in touch with more information about 
how we will continue to provide this, with support from a scheme that the government has just 
announced. This does not include the universal infant free school meals.   
 
There will be no testing this year and therefore no published results. I can only guess at this stage 
that we will be asked to provide secondary schools with teacher assessments for our Year 6 
children.  
 
We will continue to keep in touch with you by email and twitter with any updates as the situation 
develops and we will be monitoring emails remotely if you need to contact the school. There will be 
no one in the office so please do not telephone after Friday.  
 
I also wanted to inform you that at The Bishops' Conference yesterday they announced that public 
masses are to be suspended from Friday 20th March.  The 'obligation' to attend mass on Sundays 
and Holy Days is removed until further notice.  
 
Please remember that if you or your child feels ill and you want to know what to do next, please 
use NHS 111 online. 

 

Please understand that I found out this information from the televised announcement yesterday so 
I am still trying to make sense of it myself and I appreciate your continued patience as I try to deal 
with this ever-changing situation. I understand that this latest news will have a huge impact on you 
and your family and it is far from ideal. The country faces a truly unprecedented situation and I 

https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19


 
 
 

 
 

know that all the staff of St James’ want to do all that we can to help. I have written to you many 
times over the last few weeks but it is this letter that I have found the hardest to write. Your 
children and your families are the reason everyone at the school works so hard. St James’ is an 
extension of our own lives and to be told to close is the hardest thing I have had to do as a Head 
teacher. I am already looking forward to welcoming the children back hopefully in the next few 
months.  
 
Please take care of your loved ones. 
 
God Bless  
 
Mrs Weeks 
   


