
Dear Parents, 

Firstly, I hope that you and your family are well. Thank you for your continued support and for the 

positive messages that you have sent us at this time of unprecedented challenges. Thank you also 

for your understanding over the recent weeks as we all come to terms with this new way of working. 

It has been a learning curve for us all!  

I would also like to thank the staff at St James’ who have been incredible during this time of 

uncertainty. They have gone above and beyond what is expected of them and have overcome many 

hurdles and this has been truly overwhelming. I applaud their efforts and dedication and have never 

been more proud to belong to the St James’ community.  

The Easter break has now ended and I hope that you all made the most of the sunshine and enjoyed 

spending time with your families despite the circumstances. At St James’ we are of course thinking 

of those families who cannot spend time together and I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

those members of our community who are tirelessly working to battle COVID-19.  

I have been contacted by the Bromley Schools Police Team. They wrote to ask if the children would 

like to draw or paint pictures or write letters or messages of support for the NHS and 

other emergency services. These will be put on notice boards around the borough as a gesture of 

thanks and gratitude. They felt that during these tough times, these pictures and letters would 

be extremely encouraging to the staff members on their long and tiring shifts, and are sure they 

would be very gratefully received. If the children want to drop their pictures or letters into school if 

they pass on their daily walk or bike ride this week the police will pick them up on Friday 24th April. 

There will be a box by the school front gate from Monday that the children can drop them into.  

I know that this continues to be a very worrying time for everyone and in this time of challenge it is 

so easy to get caught up with the upsetting daily statistics. It can be overwhelming at times. 

However, we must hold dear the power of human support and comfort, the power of kind words 

and encouragement. We must try to focus on all of the good that people are doing around the world 

at this time such as the recent uplifting story of Captain Tom Moore who raised so much money for 

the NHS by marching around his garden using his frame. The 99-year-old had initially set out to raise 

£1,000 by walking 100 lengths of his garden and aimed to complete the challenge by his 100th birthday 

on April 30th.  We also know about communities that are coming together to look out for those who 

are struggling in this time of crisis. This spirit of togetherness should bring us all hope in these 

difficult times as we remember the saying ‘Stars cannot shine without darkness’. Many of us are of 

course facing difficult times but we must look to the future and know that this will pass. We must 

continue to help and support each other as much as we can via social media and talking on the 

phone. It is amazing the impact that a phone call or a text message can have. Please remind the 

children that if they are using social media as a way of keeping in touch with their friends that it is 

important that they keep themselves safe online. Indeed, could you please tell your children that if 

they are ever feeling anxious about anything they should talk to you or contact their teacher via 

Seesaw. 

We have been following guidance from the government and life has continued here in school where 

there is reduced provision so that we keep vulnerable children safe and allow key workers to 

continue working.  The staff are preparing remote learning, the office staff are accessing emails and 

working very hard behind the scenes and Mr Jawed is continuing to keep an eye on the school 

grounds. We are all missing the children and hope that it will not be long before things get back to 



normal. We are not sure what the next few weeks will bring but if you are concerned about anything 

please email the school and we will try our best to support you and your family.  

I know that many of you are working from home and that you are also spending more time together 

as a family, which in many ways is a real treat but may take a bit of getting used to. I expect that 

families are now starting to settle into their new routines and that the children are completing their 

learning, keeping themselves active and also having fun. This week teachers are starting to use the 

online platform Seesaw which will allow them to set work for your child and we hope that children 

will enjoy using this. The details were sent to you before Easter so we hope that by now you have 

installed the app and that it is up and running but we ask that you are patient with this new way of 

working. Please remember to keep the code secure. Parents are asking how much work we are 

expecting children to do and this is of course going to be different for each family. Some parents are 

asking for more home learning and some are asking for less so we are trying to find a happy balance 

whereby parents can make the final decision. We are quite aware that many parents are still 

working or only have access to one laptop at home and we do not underestimate the challenges that 

families face at home. We certainly do not want to add any further stress to this already stressful 

situation and we want to support you as much as we can.  

Children still have access to ttrockstars and numbots and we ask that they continue with their daily 

reading. Teachers will set a weekly timetable with three activities a day. This timetable will 

eventually be put onto Seesaw but for the first couple of weeks the timetable will be sent by email 

to parents from the office each Monday morning before 9am with details that explain the tasks. 

These will also be on our website. Any answers will also be sent home so that parents can mark the 

completed work. There will be a piece of Maths and English work each day and an additional task. 

Therefore, over the course of the week the teachers will set: five pieces of English, five pieces of 

maths, one piece of RE and four other tasks. Your child is asked to add one of their three daily tasks 

a day to the platform to share with their teacher and their teacher will aim to comment on it. 

Children should not be posting photos or videos of themselves although it can be of their work. 

The other work that your child does should be added to their home exercise book. The DfE have also 

provided the following:  

a list of online educational resources which have been identified by some of the country’s leading 

educational experts to help pupils to learn at home. The BBC is enhancing its education provision to 

include daily lessons, starting from 20 April 2020. For parents with children under 5 years old, who 

have not yet started school, the Department for Education (DfE)’s Hungry Little Minds 

campaign features tips and practical activities that you can do at home with children to support their 

early learning. Parents can find more ideas and content from the BBC’s Tiny Happy People 

campaign and the National Literacy Trust Family Zone. 

I also wanted to let you know about a creative writing competition that Petts Wood Library is 

hosting about life in lockdown. Jenny, the Petts Wood librarian, has asked me to tell you that all 

entries are going to be archived by Bromley Historic Collections and it’s open to all ages, adults and 

children. There will also be book prizes. The deadline is Sun 31st May and any entries should be sent 

to pettswood.library@gll.org and you are asked to include your name and age with your entry. You 

are being asked to write about: 

 What gets you through the day?  

 Have you had funny or sad experiences? 

 What do you miss?  

 What are you enjoying?  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources
https://hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk/
https://hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people
https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/
mailto:pettswood.library@gll.org


 What are you looking forward to most after lockdown?   

 What are your hopes and fears?  

The categories are:  

 7-10 years. ( up to  1000 words) 

 11-14 years  (up to  2000 words) 

 15  years + and adults   (up to 3000 words) 

Finally, it goes without saying that I am missing normal school life and like you all, I am praying we 

can go back to the ‘normal’ soon. But, until then we encourage you all to stay at home and continue 

to follow the government advice. I pray that you and your families remain safe and well. Take care 

and look after each other! We must remember that we are a strong community and we will all be 

together again soon.  

God bless,  

Mrs Weeks 


