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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 

We started the week with the Choir singing one of 
their Young Voices songs to the whole school in 
assembly. It was a wonderful way to start the 
week!  

On Tuesday, Mrs Batten organised a fabulous 
morning for Year 6. Thank you to Mrs Batten for 
starting this tradition at St James’.  They had the 
opportunity to taste some French foods. They had 
to ask what they wanted in French, respond in 
French and practise their conversational skills 
while they were eating.  They had a very exciting 
and fun lesson and enjoyed trying a variety of 
different foods. 

Headteacher’s Message 

On Wednesday, Key Stage 2 took part in money 
workshops provided by HSBC as part of their 
Financial Fitness program.  Year 3 were 
considering ‘To Buy or not to Buy’, distinguishing 
between needs and wants and making good saving 
choices.  Year 4 were looking at ‘Shopping Sense’ 
exploring the concept of fairness and how to 
spend money ethically.  Year 5 explored how easy 
it is to get carried away with spending by not 
considering the extras involved in a day out.  Their 
workshop was called a ‘Sporting Chance’.  Year 6 
were looking at ‘Household Budgeting’ designed to 
help children understand regular household 
expenses such as rent, council tax and utility bills. 
Thank you to Mrs Richards, the Maths Subject 
Leader, for organising these very worthwhile 
workshops.  

 



 

 

Mrs Deasy recently held  an Eco Council Meeting 
and these minutes are attached.  

We ended the week with an amazing Year 1 Class 
Assembly. It really was a lovely way to end the 
week. Their tie dye t-shirts were fantastic and we 
all were moved by their singing. Thank you to Miss 
McCarthy and Mrs Nash for arranging this.  

 

 

I want to say a big well done to all the children in 
Year 2 this week as I know they have been 
completing their KS1 SATs. Mrs Le Cuirot has told 
me that she is very proud of the children.   They 
are fabulous children who work so hard and they 
should be really pleased with how their SATs have 
gone. Well done Year 2!  

 

 

Some Year 5 children visited Bromley High.   A 
group of Year 5 students attended a Maths 
Masterclass held at Bromley High School. The 
focus was on Pi. The children learnt the history 
behind Pi and they measured the diameter and 
circumference of a variety of objects.  

Year 5 were obviously very busy this week as they 
also organised a cake sale for the charity CASPA. 
They raised the amazing amount of £163.45!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 and Year 6 visited Petts Wood Library this 
week and enjoyed looking at the books.  

 

 



 

 

This week we have been visited by Year 2 and Year 
6 teachers from the other Umbrella Trust schools. 
They have been looking at the children’s writing in 
Year 2 and Year 6 in order to moderate the 
evidence that is used for teacher assessment. This 
is a very  useful way that teachers from the various 
schools effectively work together. 

 

The highlight of our week was our Whole School 
Mass and May Procession where we honoured 
Mary, our Mother. Back at school, the children 
read to us about the important events in Mary’s 
life before the children laid their flowers in front of 
our statue of Mary. The hall was filled with such a 
wonderful scent. Thank you to everyone who was 
involved in making this such a prayerful event. We 
made a small bouquet of flowers for the residents 
of Southmore Court and one of the 86 year old 
residents visited us on Thursday with a beautifully 
written thank you letter for the children.  

 

Letters have been sent out this week inviting 
parents of the children joining us in Reception in 
September to a meeting in June to hear about how 
to prepare their children for school.  We all very 
much look forward to making them feel very 
welcome to our community.  

Please remember that we are celebrating the 
Platinum Jubilee on Friday 27th May with a whole 
school family picnic on the school field. The 
children are asked that day to come to school 
dressed up as Queens, Kings, Princes or Princesses. 
If they prefer they can wear red, white and blue. 
Families that would like to join us are asked to 
come to school at 11:50 with their picnics and 
chairs or picnic blankets. The children will all need 
to bring in a picnic lunch that day and if families 
are not able to join us the children will of course 
sit with their friends.  The picnic will end at 1:15. 
Please note that we will continue to have a picnic 
if the weather is not kind to us although it will be 
inside.   

As we know, this year marks a very special 
anniversary as Her Majesty The Queen becomes 
the first British Monarch in history to celebrate a 
Platinum Jubilee, after 70 years of service. To 
celebrate this momentous occasion, all primary 
school children across the country are receiving a 
free commemorative book that celebrates the 
achievements of the United Kingdom and 
Commonwealth over the last 70 years. This special 
book is being sent home with all children today. 
The book tells the story of a young girl, Isabella, 
visiting her Great Granny Joyce who tells her about 
the Queen and this year’s Jubilee. The book 
includes quotes from the Queen, facts on the 
coronation ceremony, content on the lives of 
famous Commonwealth figures such as Nelson 
Mandela, notable kings and queens and a timeline 
of Queen Elizabeth’s life. The book aims to help 
children understand how the four nations came 
together as one United Kingdom, including details 
such as Owain Glyndwr’s rebellion against the 
English in 1400 to take the title of ‘Prince of 
Wales’. The book is also featured within the 
National Literacy Trust’s Platinum Jubilee Royal 
Reading Challenge and goes on private sale from 
23rd June. The book was commissioned by the UK 
Government and is being published by DK Books. It 
has been designed for a reading age of nine to 
ten years, but is accessible to younger children 
if parents share the book with them.   

Thank you so much to those people who bought a 
school tomato plant on Friday after school as we 
raised £100. Mrs Deasy is going to use the money 
to buy some trowels for the school garden.  

 



 

 

Finally, good luck to the Year 3 and Year 4 children 
who are taking part in the Crystal Palace Cross 
Country event on Saturday morning. We look 
forward to hearing all about it in our assembly on 
Monday morning.  

God bless 

Mrs Weeks 

 

Dates for your diary  

 

May 

Thursday 26th 9:30 Ascension Day Whole School 
Mass (Year 4) 

Friday 27th Family Picnic Lunch to celebrate The 
Queen’s Jubilee starting at 12 noon. All children 
will need a packed lunch that day.  

Monday 30th- Monday 6th Half term 

June 

Tuesday 7th Children return  

Tuesday 7th Year 1 Phonic Check over 2 weeks 

Tuesday 7th Year 4 X table checks over 2 weeks 

Tuesday 7th Year 4 on an Architecture Walk  

Friday 10th Year 6 visiting Petts Wood Library 

Friday 10th Year 4 Roman Feast  

Tuesday 14th PTA Own Clothes Day 

Wednesday 15th Year 6 Graduoke 

Wednesday 15th 6:30 pm Meeting for Parents of 
2022 Reception Intake  

Thursday 16th Prayer Day 

Friday 17th Year 5 visiting Petts Wood Library 

Tuesday 21st Year 3 and Year 4 visiting Kew 
Gardens 

Wednesday 22nd Windrush Day 

Wednesday 22nd Reception Class visiting the 
church 

Thursday 23rd Class photographs  

Thursday 23rd Year 6 Transition Workshop 

Saturday 25th Year 5 Sleepover at The Natural 
History Museum  

Monday 27th Open classroom to look at trays 

Tuesday 28th /Wednesday 2pm 2022 intake of 
Reception children visit 

Wednesday 29th Whole School Mass St Peter and 
St Paul (Year 5) 

July 

Friday 1st Year 4 Sleepover  

Tuesday 5th and Wednesday 6th Year 6 Production 
7pm 

Wednesday 6th Year 2 visiting The London 
Transport Museum 

Thursday 7th 6pm EEDI Meeting 

Friday 8th: 2:50 Rec Class Assembly (Parents 
welcome) 

Friday 8th Reports sent out to parents 

Monday 11th Sports Day  

Monday 11th –Friday 15th Sport Week 

Tuesday 12th Data day 

Wednesday 13th Update Activity Passports 

Thursday 14th KS2 Reading Passports in  

Friday 15th Reserve Sports Day 

Tuesday 19th KS2 Reading Passport Assembly  

Tuesday 19th Walk around for parents 3:30-5:30 

Wednesday 20th /Thursday 21st Talent Show 
afternoons 

Thursday 21st 9:15 Summer Walk through Jubilee 
Park 

Thursday 21st Meet the teacher  

Friday 22nd 10 am Whole School Mass Leavers 
(Year 6)  

Friday 22nd Last day of term 

Monday 25th INSET 

Tuesday 26th INSET 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Attendance 

9th –13th May 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly winners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to Y4 who had the best attendance last 
week! 

 

Spotlight on a Club 

There has been lots of fun in the KS1 Spanish Club  
this term. In the last few weeks we have been 
looking at the theme of changing seasons and the 
celebration of Spring. The module introduces 
some animals that have been hibernating during 
winter, such as 'el caracol, la oruga, la mariposa y 
la tortuga or the snail, the caterpillar, the butterfly 
and the tortoise'. This week’s story of 'Mi Casa or 
My House' involved understanding and using 
words for three rooms in the house 'el dormitorio, 

Word on Wednesday 

This Week’s Word is PEACE. We explained to the 
children that in this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus offers 
his disciples the Holy Spirit and inner peace. The 
peace that Jesus promises to those who love him 
is an inner peace which comes from following him 
and knowing deep within ourselves that we are 
loved by God. Jesus never wants us to be worried 
or upset and he will always be there for us.   

 

Safeguarding 

Launched in 2015, Discord has around six billion 
messages sent on the platform every week and 
has emerged as a major player in the online 
communication marketplace – certainly as far as 
gamers are concerned. The flip side of Discord’s 
success is that – in addition to genuine gamers – it 
has also attracted individuals who use the 
platform to post extreme political views, belittle 
other users or share explicit content. 90% of 
Discord groups have 15 members or fewer – so 
most conversations take place in private, secluded 
corners of the app. Grooming, therefore, is a 
lurking danger to Discord’s users – as is the risk of 
exposure to content not intended for younger 
eyes. Discord is a free app which allows users to 
communicate in real time via text, video or voice 
chat and is available on desktop and mobile 
devices. Discord is organised around closed 
groups, referred to as ‘servers’. To join a server, 
users must be invited or provided with a unique 
link. It is a space for users to interact with one 
another in private online — but it is also a place 
where young people can be exposed to risks if the 
right precautions are not taken.  Please see the 
attached leaflet. 

A family agreement is a great way to start a 
conversation with your whole family about how 
you all use the internet and discuss together how 
to behave in a positive way when online at home, 
at school or at a friend’s house.  A Family 
Agreement provides a framework that will help 
families set clear expectations for positive and safe 
internet use. All of the advice and templates can 
be found at www.childnet.com  

 

 

 

Class Attendance (%) Occasions Late  

Rec 96.76 1 

Y1 97.01 0 

Y2 96.61 0 

Y3 96.13 0 

Y4 97.08 0 

Y5 95.66 0 

Y6 96.14 0 

Year Number of wins 

Rec  

Y1  

Y2  

Y3  

Y4 2 

Y5  

Y6 2 

http://www.childnet.com


 

 

el salón, la cocina or the bedroom, the lounge and 
the kitchen' and asking 'who is there? or 'who is 
here?  ‘¿quién es? or ¿quién está aquí?’.  This 
theme develops imaginative play and storytelling. 
The classes are always full of stories, songs and 
games and we have fun whilst we learn a second 
language. Our KS2 Spanish Club has continued 
with a focus on learning animal vocabulary with 
fuller sentence constructions and writing become 
part of our focus, building sentences using Es un/
una + noun + colour + size and differentiating 
between masculine, feminine, singular and plural 
and how we adapt pronouns accordingly. ‘Es un 
caballo marrón’ ‘It’s a brown horse’, as well as 
incorporating previously learnt vocabulary into 
meaningful sentences. 'Buenos dias, mi color 
preferido es el naranja y mi animal preferido es el 
perro’ or good morning, my favourite colour is 
orange and my favourite animal is a dog’. We love 
how the children are starting to translate 
sentences and fully understand the meaning. 
‘Kaboom & Shakalaka’. They also enjoy the 
‘Mystery Box’ games. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Awards 

Head Teacher Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS2 Awards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Courtesy Cup was awarded to James, Y3 this 
week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year  Respect in class Pride in work 

Year 3 Eliana Joey 

Year 4 Oscar Lea 

Year 5 Hannah Harry 

Year 6 Grace Reika 

Year RE Work 

Rec Fleix 

Year 1 Oliver 

Year 2 Nishca 

Year 3 Joey 

Year 4 Renee 

Year 5 Emily 

Year 6 Kathleen 



 

 

Businesses donate wonderful prizes such as PT 
sessions, Family Watercolour paintings , Children’s 
photo sessions, Manicure Vouchers, Vouchers for 
local cafes / Restaurants, Luxury Bed linen sets, 
Designer Bath robes, Disney on Ice Tickets, 
Theatre Tickets and family train tickets to name a 
few! It’s a great way of  promoting local 
businesses and all donations will be greatly 
appreciated.  If you have something you would like 
to donate please email 
pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com. 
  
Pre Loved Toys and Books 
If you are having a clear out over the half term 
please put aside any GOOD quality Pre Loved Toys 
and Books that could be sold on the Toy and Books 
stall at the Fair. We will be collecting donations 
from the W/C the 13th June. All donations to be 
left in the Boxes outside the office. 
Jubilee Picnic Lunch @ 12pm 27th May 
  
Summer Ball 2022  - 16th July @ The West Kent 
Golf Club. 
  
Please look out for the email that will be sent 
today with all the details. This is always a super 
night and sells out very quickly. If anyone is a 
member of The West Kent Golf Club and will be 
attending the Ball please can you email us 
pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com. 
  
ICE CREAM FRIDAYS! 
Week 5: Ice Creams and Ice lollies will be sold 
from  3.15-3.30pm every Friday under the big tree 
outside the school office. Cost £1 – CASH ONLY 
Each week we will need at least 4 helpers to set 
up, run the stall and clear away from 3pm until 
3.30pm. If you can help on the week it is your 
year’s turn, please contact your PTA reps. Here is a 
list of the Ice Cream sales dates and the Year that 
is responsible for running the sale. The PTA will 
supply the ie creams . 
27th May Year REC  
HALF TERM 
10th June Year 1 
17th June Year 2 
24th June Year 3&4 
1st July Year 5 
8th July Year 6 
15th July REC 
21st July Year 1 

Library News 

The Orpington Literary Festival is now underway 
and there is a fantastic author event for ages 8-12 
this coming Saturday 21st May.   

Author: Venessa J Taylor 

Date: Saturday 21st May 

Time: 11-12 

Venue: The Green Room, 51 The Walnuts 

 Venessa Taylor is a Number 1 best selling author 
and winner of the 2021 People’s Book Prize. Baller 
Boys is the first in a series of books about two boys 
who want to join their local football club and the 
story involves themes of family, friendships and 
empathy. The session will be a fun interactive 
workshop plus readings from Venessa’s book. 

 

Other News 
 
The London Marathon 
 
Sandra Said (mum of Nicola in Year 3) will be 
running the 2022 London Marathon in October. 
She will be running in aid of Young Lives vs Cancer 
who do a sterling job in helping families find the 
strength to face whatever cancer throws at them 
with the support of wonderful social workers. 

Her ambition is to raise £2,000 but she is hoping to 
raise far more than this, so she will need all the 
generosity she can get. 

Sandra’s JustGiving Page: https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sandra-said 

PTA NEWS 
  
Lucky Bags for the Summer Fair. 
The children will be bringing home 2 white kraft 
Bags and instructions next week. Please can you 
ask them to decorate the outside of the bags, fill 
them with goodies and return them to school on 
25th June. The bags will be sold at the Summer 
Fair for £2 each so please consider this when you 
are filling them. Please read the instructions 
carefully on what can and cannot be included in 
the bags. 
  
Donations for the Summer Raffle 
Can you donate a prize for the Summer raffle? 
In the past we have had parents/ local 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sandra-said
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sandra-said


 

 

The PTA will be selling Ice Creams at the Picnic 
instead of after School on this day. 
  
From next September Richard, Tim, Nina and 
myself (Fiona) will have completed our 3 years’ 
service as the PTA. A Chair, Vice Chair and 
Secretary are required and all nominations for 
these roles need to be with us by June 1st . We will 
recommend that the constitution changes from 3 
years’ to 2 years’ service. The PTA plays a vital role 
in raising much needed funds for our school. 
Without these positions filled the St James’ PTA 
Charity will not be able to continue therefore 
please give this consideration. As a reminder we 
raise on average £20,000 a year which benefits 
directly the school and our children.  
  
Please email  St James PTA 
pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com if you have any 
questions or would like to find out more. 
 
DATES FOR THE DIARY 
May 27th Jubilee Picnic 12pm 
June 14th Tuesday Own Clothes Day 
June 25th Saturday Summer Fair 
July 16th Summer Ball West Kent 


