
 

 

 Friday 10th June 2022           Twitter: @stjamesrc      Issue 33 

St James’ RC Primary  

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 

I hope you all had a wonderful half term break and 
were able to celebrate Her Majesty the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee.  

 

At the beginning of the week, Year 4 visited 
London and looked at the architecture along the 
Southbank. Thank you to Miss Atkinson and Mrs 
Stewart for taking the children and thank you also 
to the parents who accompanied them.  

 

Headteacher’s Message 
On Thursday ,we celebrated Empathy Day. 
Empathy Day aims to help everyone understand 
and experience the power of empathy through 
stories. The day focuses on using books to step 
into someone else’s shoes. The more children 
empathise with characters, the more they can 
understand other people’s feelings. The theme for 
2022 is empathy, our Superpower. Each class has 
been presented with a book about empathy to 
mark the day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Please continue to keep the Year 3 children who 
are making their First Holy Communion on 
Saturday in your prayers.  We hope they have a 
day that they will always remember and that the 
sun shines. 

 

God bless 

Mrs Weeks 

 

Dates for your diary  

 

June 

Monday 13th The Summer Reading Challenge  

Tuesday 14th PTA Own Clothes Day 

Wednesday 15th Year 6 Graduoke 

Wednesday 15th 6:30 pm Meeting for Parents of 
2022 Reception Intake  

Thursday 16th Prayer Day 

Friday 17th Year 5 visiting Petts Wood Library 

Tuesday 21st Year 3 and Year 4 visiting Kew 
Gardens 

Wednesday 22nd Windrush Day 

Wednesday 22nd Reception Class visiting the 
church 

Thursday 23rd Class photographs  

Thursday 23rd Year 6 Transition Workshop 

Saturday 25th Year 5 Sleepover at The Natural 
History Museum  

Monday 27th Open classroom to look at trays 

Tuesday 28th /Wednesday 2pm 2022 intake of 
Reception children visit 

Wednesday 29th Whole School Mass St Peter and 
St Paul (Year 5) 

Thursday 30th Year 2 BYMT Song Festival 

July 

Friday 1st 2:50 Year 5 Class Assembly (Parents 
welcome) 

Friday 1st Year 4 Sleepover  

Tuesday 5th and Wednesday 6th Year 6 Production 
7pm 

Year 4 ended the week by holding a Roman Feast 
and trying the food in class. They seem to have 
had a great time! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Wednesday 6th Year 2 visiting The London 
Transport Museum 

Thursday 7th 6pm EEDI Meeting 

Friday 8th: 2:50 Rec Class Assembly (Parents 
welcome) 

Friday 8th Reports sent out to parents 

Monday 11th Sports Day  (9-12) 

Monday 11th –Friday 15th Sport Week 

Tuesday 12th Data day 

Wednesday 13th Update Activity Passports 

Thursday 14th KS2 Reading Passports in  

Friday 15th Reserve Sports Day 

Tuesday 19th KS2 Reading Passport Assembly  

Tuesday 19th Walk around for parents 3:30-5:30 

Wednesday 20th /Thursday 21st Talent Show 
afternoons 

Thursday 21st 9:15 Summer Walk through Jubilee 
Park 

Thursday 21st Meet the teacher  

Friday 22nd 10 am Whole School Mass Leavers 
(Year 6)  

Friday 22nd Last day of term 

Monday 25th INSET 

Tuesday 26th INSET 

 

Word on Wednesday 

 

This Week’s Word is TRINITY. We explained to the 
children that the word Trinity means three in one.  
This coming Sunday, the Church celebrates the 
great feast of The Most Holy Trinity.  Language can 
never fully explain the mystery of God which is 
beyond our total understanding. However, we 
remember the Holy Trinity each time we bless 
ourselves with the sign of the cross – a reminder 
that God is always with us, wherever we are.  

 

 

 

 

Safeguarding 

Mental health is a very emotional subject to talk 
about. Sometimes it can be difficult to know how 
to approach the first conversation. The Young 
Minds Parent Helpline can be contacted on 0808 
802 5544 (Monday to Friday 9.30am – 4pm, free 
for mobiles and landlines) 

 

Cost of Living Hub 

 

The Mayor of London has launched a new ‘Cost of 
Living Hub’ for Londoners facing financial 
hardship. It helps people to access information, 
support and advice about claiming benefits, 
dealing with debt, financial management and 
mental health support. To explore the hub, please 
visit https://www.london.gov.uk/cost-living-hub. 

Awards 

Head Teacher Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS1 Awards 

 

 

 

Year  Gold Sticker Award Golden Promises 

Rec Clara Eli Teddy 

Year 1 Lorenzo Olivia Chagi 

Year 2 Benedict Ruby Nishca 

Year Working hard in PE 

Rec Joseph 

Year 1 Ada 

Year 2 Rory 

Year 3 Harrison 

Year 4 Darcy 

Year 5 Evangeline 

Year 6 Joshua & Alisha V 



 

 

Attendance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Winners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to Year 1 who had the best attendance 
in the week before half term! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RE Visit 
 
As you know we were recently visited by Sharon 
Docherty, Professional Learning Manager and 
team leader for Religious Education at The  
Education Commission. She has since written to 
say the following: 
  
Collective Worship had been prepared and was led 
by a group of pupils from Year 5. The theme was 
‘The Good Samaritan’ and friendship. It was well 
organised and led. Pupils in the audience were 
engaged throughout, singing, responding to 
questions and joining in with the prayers. Pupils I 
spoke to later spoke of how they enjoyed this 
liturgy and also of the other ones which have been 
led by the class. When I spoke to the presenting 
group afterwards, they spoke of how their teacher 
had taught them how to put together an assembly 
and were able to explain how they selected the 
theme and Gospel reading and built on it. Father 
David regularly contributes to class and whole 
school times of prayer and spiritual reflection. Ash 
Wednesday marked a return to whole school 
liturgical celebrations with a Mass in the church. 
The RE Ambassadors spoke of how older children 
help the younger ones during the masses and how 
much they enjoy being able to celebrate in the 
same space. I was able to observe two RE lessons 
and look at a selection of RE pupil books. In both 
lessons the pupils were confident and engaged in 
the learning; pace was excellent; vocabulary was 
reinforced; questioning was tailored; pupils 
received positive praise and there were clear links 
to prior learning. Content was linked to the age-
related standards. Pupils’ RE books showed that 
this is a valued subject and that pupils know how 
well they are doing in the subject. Marking was 
precise and where required, pupils had been given 
time to respond. Coverage of topics was excellent 
and there were additional tasks based on the 
liturgical year and Catholic life. Each class has a 
shared book where creative and group activities 
are recorded. When asked about their RE lessons, 
the pupils I spoke to were very positive. They enjoy 
the way teachers deliver the lessons, feel they are 
learning about God and Jesus and are able to have 
‘meaningful conversations about their faith’. They 
stated that teachers explain things in a way which 
is easy to understand. They enjoy being able to 
discuss, reflect and writing in different genres. At 

Class Attendance (%) Occasions Late  

Rec 96.63 0 

Y1 97.59 0 

Y2 97.19 0 

Y3 96.51 3 

Y4 97.52 0 

Y5 95.87 1 

Y6 96.55 1 

Year Number of wins 

Rec  

Y1 2 

Y2  

Y3  

Y4 2 

Y5  

Y6 2 



 

 

Garden News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week saw Mr Jawed put up our bat box which 
was very kindly donated to the school by Emily in 
Year 5.  The box had to be at least 20 feet above 
the ground and south facing.   

A visit to Coolings Garden Centre over the half 
term break allowed us to purchase three trowels 
and three forks, grow bags and compost for the 
School Garden, using part of the monies raised 
through our recent sale of tomato plants. 

Mrs Deasy 

 

Spotlight on a club 

 

LAMDA club is a performing arts program where 
students have the chance to improve their skills in 
performance and communication. It offers a fun 
and creative environment to develop self-
confidence and important life skills through a 

St James’ there are seamless lines between school 
and parish with a very strong home link. Next door 
to the school is a care home for the elderly and 
there are many opportunities for pupils to be 
involved. I was shown a letter from the friend of a 
resident thanking the pupils and staff for bringing 
joy to the lives of others. There was a clear picture 
of St James’ being a place where the mission is 
shared by all and lived out daily. Relationships 
between those in the school (in classes, on the 
playground, in the staffroom) are based on a 
respect for each other. The nurturing of the whole 
child is central to all decisions made. St James’ is 
set in lovely large grounds and they have made 
excellent use of them. All classes grow vegetables, 
there are outdoor spaces for prayer and a forested 
area used for learning. The deanery links are also 
strong with pupils from St James’ working towards 
the Faith in Action Award which is led by the 
deanery parishes. 
 

Oakies club 

The children have been having great fun sewing 
caterpillars, bees and spiders.  Their sewing skills 
are amazing, as you can see.  Some of the year 6 
children even did their own designs and have been 
kept very quiet this week!! 
 
Oakie dokie  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

children to take part in an in-person research 
study at UCL. Interested? Please contact Maryna 
on m.nosyk.17@ucl.ac.uk to learn more about 
these projects.  

 

English Youth Ballet 

The English Youth Ballet who visited us earlier in 
the term has kindly gifted us some free tickets to 
their preview show in Bromley on Sunday 19th 
June at 3pm. Please contact the school office by 
Monday if you would like to attend. The tickets are 
limited and will be offered on a first-come-first 
served basis. Please note the date is also Father’s 
Day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PTA News 

Summer Fair 
  
With less than 2 weeks to go to the Summer fair, we 
are now on the home stretch, but this is when the 
requests get rather full on ! 
  
The PTA REPS have been hard at work putting 
together rotas for all the stalls and we are 90% 
there. If you can spare an hour or two to help on the 

variety of different syllabuses such as acting, 
public speaking and verse and prose. Students 
work on various skills over the course of the 
program such as voice technique, facial 
expressions, body language and engaging an 
audience through their chosen pieces or self-
written speeches which culminates in an officially 
graded exam in front of an independent LAMDA 
examiner. Please contact the school office if your 
child is interested in joining the Thursday LAMDA 
club after school.  

 

Other News 

UCL Research 

Would you and your child be interested in helping 
with research at University College London? What 
is it about? We have a range of studies focused on 
understanding how the autistic mind works, and 
how it differs from non-autistic development. Our 
research looks at sensory reactivity, social 
cognition, and the effect of culture in autistic 
children. Who is it for? We are looking for non-
autistic 3-8 year olds to take part with their 
parent/carer (as well as autistic 4+ year olds). 
What’s involved? Children will take part in some 
simple word games, story tasks and picture tasks. 
Parents will be asked to fill in some 
questionnaires. Where? These projects can take 
place via video call, so no need for you to travel to 
UCL. How long does it take? This could be as little 
as 1 hour to as much as 4 hours. You are welcome 
to take part in as many or as few studies as you 
like, and we can break up the activities across 
different sessions. In return… You will receive an 
Amazon voucher or bank transfer to thank you for 
your time and effort. Anything else? We are also 
looking for mothers of autistic or non-autistic 



 

 

 Summer Ball 2022 - 16th July @ The West Kent 
Golf Club. 
Thank you for the amazing response to the Summer 
Ball. All but one table has been sold. Please let us 
know if you would be interested in coming. The 
available table can take up to 8 people but you do 
not have to make up a whole table.  
 

If anyone is a member of The West Kent Golf Club 
and will be attending the Ball please can you email 
us pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com. 
  
ICE CREAM FRIDAYS! 
Week 6 : Ice Creams and Ice lollies will be sold from 
3.15-3.30pm every Friday under the big tree outside 
the school office. 
Cost £1 – CASH ONLY 

Each week we will need at least 4 helpers to set up, 
run the stall and clear away from 3pm until 3.30pm. 
If you can help on the week it is your year’s turn, 
please contact your PTA reps. 
  
Here is a list of the Ice Cream sales dates and the 
Year group that is responsible for running the sale. 
The PTA will supply the Ice creams and lollies. 
  
17th June Years 2 

24th June Year 3&4 

1st July Year 5 

8th July Year 6 

15th July REC 

21st July Year 1 

  
From next September Richard, Tim, Nina and myself 
(Fiona) will have completed our 3 years’ service as 
the PTA. A Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary are 
required and all nominations for these roles need to 
be with us by June 1st . We will recommend that the 
constitution changes from 3 years’ to 2 years’ 
service. The PTA plays a vital role in raising much 
needed funds for our school. Without these 
positions the St James’ PTA Charity will not be able 
to continue therefore please give this consideration. 
As a reminder we raise on average £20,000 a year 
which benefits directly the school and our children. 
Please Email St James 
PTA pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com if you have any 
questions or would like to find out more. 
 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

June 14th Tuesday Own Clothes Day 

June 24th Friday Return Lucky Bags 
June 25th Saturday Summer Fair 
July 16th Summer Ball West Kent 

25th June please let your REP know ASAP. 
  
Gazebos needed 

We still need a few more Gazebos for Stalls  - if you 
have one to lend please let your Rep know. 
  
Lucky Bags for the Summer Fair. 
Your children should now have 2 white kraft bags 
and instructions. Please ask your children to 
decorate the outside of the bags, fill them with 
goodies and return them to school on 24th June. The 
bags will be sold at the Summer Fair for £2 each so 
please consider this when you are filling them. 
Please read the instructions carefully on what can 
and cannot be included in the bags. 
Please note there was a typo on the instructions. 
The return to school date is the Friday 24th June and 
the Fair is on the 25th June – Sorry for the confusion. 
  
Donations for the Summer Raffle 

  
We have already  had some fantastic  donations for 
the Summer Raffle from Parents and Grand Parents. 
If you have something you would like to donate 
please email pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com. 
  
Donations for the Summer fair Stalls: We will be 
collecting donations from the 13th June. All donations 
are to be left in the boxes outside the office. 
 

  
PLEASE SEE THE ATTACHED FLYER WITH ALL 
DONATIONS INFORMATION 

  
Pre Loved Toys and Books  - Donate from 20th June 

Any GOOD quality Pre Loved Toys and Books that 
could be sold on the Toy and Books stall at the Fair. 
  
Pre Loved uniform  - Donate by 24th June 

Please only give clean and very good quality uniform. 
This can include coats, trainers, football kit e.g. 
Boots / shin pads etc. 
  
Sweet Donations - Donate from 20th June 

Any types of sweets and lollypops, sweet multi packs 
but no nuts. 
  
Bottle Tombola   - Donate On the 20th June 

Any full unopened bottles that can be used for the 
bottle Tombola. Anything from Champagne to 
Shampoo, Ginger Beer to a bottle of Gin. Please 
check the use by date before donating. As always 
the class that donate the most bottles will win a 
prize !  
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