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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
 
Well, what a week we have had with our 
wonderful news from Ofsted. We have been 
inundated with lovely messages from parents and 
grandparents congratulating us on this 
OUTSTANDING achievement. We are of course 
grateful for these messages and always keep these 
emails and cards to read when we need a boost!  
However, please remember that we all played our 
part in this achievement- including all of the 
parents of the school. This is our school and we all 
deserve to be pleased with this acknowledgement.   
 
This week we happily welcomed Mrs Le Cuirot to 
our school. I very much hope that she enjoys her 
time with us. Year 2 tell me that they have had a 
great week.  
 
Year 3 spent Monday cooking in the house making 
rhubarb crumble muffins. We quickly had to 
change the recipe (from rhubarb to blackberry) 
when we ran out of rhubarb! Whoops! Great work 
Year 3!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Headteacher’s Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The DfE has awarded the school a grant for Senior 
Mental Health Lead Training and this week I 
enrolled on a six-month online course with The 



 

 

adults who accompanied Year 6.  
 

 
 

Year 5 celebrated Mass with Father David via Live 
Streaming on Thursday 2nd December . The theme 
of the Mass was Advent.  The children contributed 
to the Mass by writing the bidding prayers and 
sharing their Advent promises and reflections on 
what Advent means to them. 
 
 

Carnegie School of Education at Leeds Beckett 
University. Hopefully, I will be able to put into 
practise everything that I learn.  
 
We started the week by reflecting on Advent. The 
children saw the Advent Wreath in assembly on 
Monday and we discussed its symbolism. We also 
lit the first candle. This purple candle is sometimes 
called the candle of prophecy as it symbolises the 
promises that the prophets delivered as messages 
from God; promises that foretold Christ’s birth. 
Others consider the candle to be a symbol of the 
hope that we have in Christ and so it is referred to 
as the Hope candle. This week, children have also 
noticed that their prayer corners have purple 
cloths on them to remind them of Advent. We are 
all now all busy preparing for Christmas with KS1 
practising for their Nativity and KS2 preparing for 
their Carol Concert. Please remember that for 
these events we ask that only one member of each 
family attends and that on this occasion we sadly 
cannot allow siblings. KS2 will have an opportunity 
to see the KS1 Nativity in school and The KS2 Carol 
Concert is being live streamed by the church.  
Please also remember that if you are a visitor to 
school or to church over the coming weeks then 
we kindly ask you to wear a face covering unless 
you are exempt. 
 
Next week the children will be collecting for both 
The Passage and for The Cardinal Hume Centre. 
Both of these worthy charities desperately need 
our support at this time of year. If you would like 
to donate please send your donation into school in 
an envelope clearly labelled Charity Collection. 
There will also be retiring collections after the KS1 
Nativity and the KS2 Carol Concert and the 
donations will be shared between the two 
charities.   
 
Year 6 had a wonderful day on Thursday when 
they visited The Biggin Hill Memorial Museum. The 
museum tells the story of Britain’s most famous 
fighter station through the personal experiences of 
those who served there and the community that 
supported them. The museum is situated on the 
same site as St George’s RAF Chapel of 
Remembrance, built in 1951 to preserve the legacy 
of those who served and died at Biggin Hill during 
the Second World War. Thank you to Mrs Connolly 
for organising this interesting visit and to the 



 

 

Year 2 said goodbye to Theo and Carolyn on 
Friday. We look forward to seeing them both in 
the New Year when they will be working with 
another class.  

 
Year 5 and Year 6 took part in a Recycling Hero  
workshop on Friday to educate the children in how 
we recycle in Bromley. Thank you to Mrs Deasy for 
arranging this. 
 
Thank you to Year 3 for their great Class Assembly. 
It was a lovely way to end the week. They told us 
all about the things that they have been learning 
about this term and everyone could see that they 
have all been extremely busy! Thank you to Miss 
Spencer-Boyce for preparing the assembly and for 
all that she does to give Year 3 such a rich 
curriculum.  
 
On Friday Reception Class enjoyed their visit to the 
library. Thank you to Mrs Jessup for taking them 
and thank you also to the staff and parents who 
accompanied them on the trip.   
 
We were pleased to hear about some great 
achievements in our Friday Award Assembly. 
Carlotta in Y1, Emma in Y3 and Oliver in Y4 all 
entered the Junior Travel Ambassador KS2 poster 
competition to explain to people why they should 
not ride an e-scooter in Bromley. Mrs Deasy 
awarded them each with a prize.  
 
We then heard how Kathleen in Y6 had been 
taking part in Faith in Action and had been 

awarded her Pin Award at a recent ceremony. The 
Faith in Action Award rewards young people's 
active service in helping to build the Kingdom of 
God on Earth. The Faith in Action Award 
encourages young people to take that service into 
their wider community and accept greater 
responsibility for their faith in action. The 
programme facilitates an exploration of scripture 
and Church teaching, with an emphasis on 
translating this into action. It encourages young 
people to shine the light of faith upon their 
experience of service through guided and personal 
reflection.  
 
We learnt this week that Mai-Linh in Year 2 and 
Phi-Anh in Year 4 took part in the UK Taekwondo 
National Championship. Mai-Linh 
competed against 14 other girls in her 
individuals and came away with Gold, making her 
the UK under 7 champion. She also received Gold 
in her team event. Phi-Anh competed against 12 
others in her individuals and came 3rd with a 
Bronze medal. She received another Bronze for 
her team event and a Silver in her team event. 
What an amazing achievement.  

 
 



 

 

Hopefully, you have all received the photographs 
of the children that the professional photographer 
took and are pleased with them. I am sure that 
they will make wonderful Christmas Presents.  
 
As we approach the end of term, life in school gets 
busier so please make a note of the remaining 
dates as I know there is a great deal going on and 
some things have to change at the last minute. We 
apologise for this in advance. Next week, please 
note that on Thursday we are asking children to 
bring in a Christmas Hat from home to wear at 
lunchtime. On Friday, children are then asked to 
make a £1 donation to Save the Children and to 
wear school uniform and a Christmas Jumper. 
There is also a free Chess session for KS2 on Friday 
if you would like to book a place for them. Please 
see the attached leaflet.   
 
I hope to see you all at the PTA Christmas Fair 
tomorrow.  I would like to say a huge thank you to 
all of the PTA. I know that moving the Christmas 
Fair at such short notice was a mammoth task and 
it is incredible that they have managed it. There is 
so much that goes on behind the scenes and this 
has particularly been the case this year. We are 
indebted to everyone involved and in particular 
Mr and Mrs Boyle and Mr and Mrs Dunn. Thank 
you. Please remember to also collect your 
Christmas tree tomorrow if you have ordered one 
through the PTA. 
 
I would urge you to also support the Parish 
Christmas Fair on Sunday. They planned their 
event so that it did not coincide with the School 
Fair and they now find that there are two big St 
James’ community events on the same weekend. I 
know that both Christmas Fairs will be extremely 
successful.  
 
God Bless,   
 
Mrs Weeks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Word on Wednesday 
 
This week’s word is PREPARATION. Advent is a 
time of preparation. In class, teachers are talking 
to the children about how they are preparing for 
Christmas. We are all asked to slow down and try 
to remember the real reason for Christmas and to 
consider other people’s needs.  In this Sunday’s 
Gospel, we hear about John the Baptist calling 
people to prepare themselves for Christ’s arrival.  
This Gospel reminds us about the importance of 
preparing ourselves as Christmas approaches and 
to look into our hearts and see if there are any 
ways that we could make a change for the better.  
 
Safeguarding 
 
Please look at the NSPCC website on guidance 
concerning whether a child is old enough to be left 
home alone. There is no legal age a child can be 
left home alone but it is against the law to leave a 
child alone if it puts them at risk. Every child 
matures differently, so it would be almost 
impossible to have a one size fits all law. 
 
Dates for your Diary 
 
Please check these each week as there may be 
changes. 
 
December  
Monday 6th Year 6 taking part in Coding sessions 
Monday 6th pm KS2 to church to rehearse 
Monday 6th KS2 Carol Concert 6pm  
Tuesday 7th Year 6 Bike Ability  
Tuesday 7th Year 6 singing carols at The Memory 
Café 
Wednesday 8th Trailblazers Friendship Workshop 
in Year 5 
Wednesday 8th KS1 Nativity 9:15 
Thursday 9th KS1 Nativity 9:15 
Thursday 9th KS2 Reading Passports returned 
Thursday 9th Christmas Lunch and children are 
asked to bring in a Christmas Hat from home.  
Friday 10th Children are asked to make a £1 
donation to Save the Children and to wear school 
uniform and a Christmas Jumper.   
Friday 10th Active Listening Synod workshop for 
Year 5 and Year 6 
Friday 10th Free trial chess session for KS2 at 
lunchtime. Please book with Chess Club 



 

 

Attendance 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weekly winners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will find out next week who has won for this 
term.  
 
Library News 
 
There is a very special event next Thursday at 4pm 
at Orpington Library. Ferelith Hordon will be 
telling some amazing festive stories from around 
the world for children aged 4-7. To book please go 
to:  
https://
orpingtonlibraryfestivestorytelling.eventbrite.co.uk 

 
 
Lunch Time Supervisors 
We are looking for some Midday Supervisors who 
would like to be on our list for when we need 
extra staff.  Please contact the office if you would 
be interested in an application form.  
 
 

Year Number  of wins 

Rec 2 

Y1 2 

Y2 3 

Y3 0 

Y4 3 

Y5 1 

Y6 2 

Class Attendance (%) Occasions Late  

Rec 99.98 0 

Y1 98.33 0 

Y2 96.67 0 

Y3 97.81 0 

Y4 98.74 0 

Y5 83.45 0 

Y6 98.13 0 

Monday 13th NSPCC assembly on Speak out, Stay 
Safe for all classes during this week 
Monday 13th Year 4 Cooking 
Tuesday 14th Year 5 Cooking 
Tuesday 14th KS2 Reading Passport Assembly for 
children 
Wednesday 15th Year 6 Cooking 
Wednesday 15th pm KS1 Christmas Party  
Thursday 16th pm KS2 Christmas Party  
Thursday 16th Staff Panto 3:30-5:00 
(Unfortunately, this is cancelled for this year but 
will be back next year!)  
Friday 17th End of term 
Monday 20th INSET Day (Staff are having training 
on Restorative Justice) 
 
January 
Tuesday 4th Children return to school 
 
Awards 
Head Teacher Awards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Courtesy Cup is awarded to  Patrick, Y6. 

Year  Pride in work Respect in class 

Year 3 Delphine Edith 

Year 4 Maia Riya 

Year 5 Lucas Tom 

Year 6 Olivia Connor 

Year  Gold Sticker Award Golden Promises 

Rec Jimmy Taran Pheobe 

Year 1 Chagi Ethan Olivia 

Year 2 Holly Catherine Dylan 

Year Positive attitude to 

learning 

Rec Charlie 

Year 1 Matt 

Year 2 Alberto 

Year 3 Xanthe 

Year 4 Lea 

Year 5 Alexandros 

Year 6 Grace 

https://orpingtonlibraryfestivestorytelling.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://orpingtonlibraryfestivestorytelling.eventbrite.co.uk/


 

 

 PTA FACEBOOK GROUP 

Keep up to date with all the PTA news, events and 
activities by joining the 'PTA St James' Primary, 
Petts Wood' Facebook group. 
  
DATES FOR THE DIARY 

PTA Christmas Fair – Saturday 4th December 
Christmas tree collection - Saturday 4th December 
at noon 

Panto at the Churchill Theatre - Tuesday 14th 
December at 5:30pm 
  

We look forward to seeing you tomorrow.  
Best Wishes The PTA 
 
 

Oakies News 
 
The children have completed the Christmas 
display, using circles to make an abstract 
tree.  They spent many hours preparing the 
ribbons and decorations needed for the final 
result.  Years  5 and 6 have made a particularly 
fabulous contribution to the display.  They have 
also made some wonderful paper chains to 
complement the area.  The finished design has 
made all of the children feel in the festive mood. 
Next week the children will be making more 
Christmas goodies. 
 
Oakie dokie  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PTA News 
 
CHRISTMAS FAIR 2021  
Saturday 4th December - from 12 noon until 3pm. 
  
There have been a few challenges this year but we 
are very pleased to confirm that the St James’ 
2021 Christmas fair will go ahead on Saturday. We 
have made sure it will be a super SAFE and a super 
FUN afternoon so please come and join us! Make 
sure that you arrive hungry for one of our famous 
Turkey and stuffing sandwiches (Veggie and 
children’s options are also available). 
  
We ask everyone over 12 to stay safe by wearing a 
face covering  whilst inside. We have created 
some of the fair as an outdoor market with a 
Mulled Wine Hut so woolly hats may be needed!   
  
Please note that all stalls require cash but there 
are card machines available on the Food and Drink 
stalls. 
  
Remember this is our biggest fund raising event of 
the school year and all the proceeds go back to our 
OUTSTANDING School.  
  
  

HOMEMADE CAKES AND SWEET GOODIES 
DONATIONS:  Please bring your homemade cakes 
and goodies donations on Saturday from 9am to 
the school. 
  
PRE-LOVED UNIFORM SALE 
  
Year 1 held a Pre-Loved Uniform sale on Tuesday 
after school and they managed to raise £212 
which will go towards the Christmas Fair total. 
Thank you Nicola and Jane, our lovely PTA Year 1 
Reps, for sorting and organising piles and piles of 
uniform for this sale.  
  

 MATCH FUNDING 

We would be grateful if you could see if your 
employer has a match funding scheme, or if they 
are willing to match fund any of our events. 
If you are able to help us this way, please let us 
know and we can discuss your companies’ 
requirements. pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com 
Charity Name: St James School Parent Teachers 
Association 
Charity Number : 1057497 

mailto:pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 

Please see the following  pictures from the Year 3 
Assembly. 

 
 
Information from Bromley  
 
Bromley families who are facing financial hardship 
can now apply for financial support to pay for 
food, utilities and other essentials. 
 
The UK government has reinstated some countries 
back on to the red list and travellers from those 
countries will be required to quarantine upon 
arrival to the UK. 
 
Due to the new Omicron variant of Covid-19, the 
booster vaccine will be offered to all adults as well 
as those who are clinically vulnerable. Find out 
more about the booster vaccine on NHS.UK.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


