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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
 
We received a lovely letter this week from Bromley 
Foodbank to thank us for donating 73.8kg of food. 
Thank you to everyone who contributed.  
 
Thank you also to everyone who supported the 
PTA own clothes day.  
 
This week I met with the contractors who will be 
replacing the water pipes around the school. They 
are aiming to start the work in January with the 
work taking approximately 20 weeks. They will be 
working during the evenings, at weekends and 
during the half term and Easter holidays. This will 
therefore mean that the children’s learning is not 
disturbed. We will have a sink in the medical room, 
hot and cold running water throughout the school, 
a water softener will be installed, the water tanks 
on the roof will be removed (remember the flood!) 
and there will be drinking water in all of the shared 
areas so that children can fill their water bottles up 
from the taps. Great news!  
 
Staff all attended autism awareness training this 
week from CASPA. CASPA is a charity that provides 
support to autistic children and their families. The 
defining features of autism may include a lack of 
social awareness, communication skills and social 
imagination. Autistic children can sometimes suffer 
from isolation and this can potentially lead to the 
children experiencing sadness, anger, confusion 
and frustration. Please contact CASPA if you would 
like more details at www.caspabromley.org.uk 
 
As we approach World Diabetic Day on Saturday, 

staff this week also attended diabetic awareness 

training. On Friday 19th November, children are 

invited to wear a onesie to raise awareness of 

diabetes. This is an important issue for us as we 

Headteacher’s Message 
have children at St James’ with type one diabetes. 

It was wonderful to welcome Father David to 
school on Thursday to celebrate a class Mass with 
Year 6. Hopefully, in the New Year we will be able 
to invite parents back once again to these class 
Masses.  After Mass, the whole school held a two 
minute’s silence to commemorate Armistice Day 
to make sure that no-one is forgotten and to 
remember and honour those who have sacrificed 
themselves to secure and protect our freedom. 
Thank you for everyone’s donations to The Royal 
British Legion poppy appeal and to Year 5 for 
selling the poppies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We welcomed PC May from the Met Police to 
school this week to present  the prize for winning 
the Poster Competition. Congratulations!  
 

 
 
 

http://www.caspabromley.org.uk


 

 

for organising this and we look forward to meeting 

again next term. 

 

Next week is Anti-bullying Week and the theme is 

‘One Kind word’. Kindness is more important 

today than it has ever been. The isolation of the 

last year has underlined how little acts of 

consideration can break down barriers and 

brighten the lives of the people around us. The 

positive and kind things we can do can halt hurtful 

behaviour in its tracks. In a world that can 

sometimes feel like it’s filled with negativity, one 

kind word can provide a moment of hope. It can 

be a turning point and it can change someone’s 

perspective. It can change their day. Best of all, 

one kind word leads to another and kindness fuels 

kindness. We will be asking children to wear odd 

socks on Monday to show that we are all unique 

and different and that we should be kind to each 

other and respect each other’s individuality.  

Have a lovely weekend. 

God Bless,   
 
Mrs Weeks 
 
Word on Wednesday 
 
This week’s word is FAITHFULNESS. Jesus assures 
us that although many things in the world may 
change, his words will last forever. When we grow 
in faithfulness, others will know that we are 
people who are reliable and trustworthy, who are 
loyal and have staying power through both good 
times and bad times.  
 
Safeguarding 
 
Cyberbullying can take place over any device 
connected to the internet which allows for two-
way communication. This includes mobile phones, 
tablets, computers and even games consoles as it 
becomes more and more common for players to 
chat to other players whilst playing online. From a 
snapshot of 1,400 students surveyed by the Diana 
Award, 33% of young people admitted to have 
experienced bullying on social media, 11% via text 
message and 12% whilst online gaming.  

Year 6 were also visited by a CAFOD 
representative. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are fortunate that we have many partnerships 
with local secondary schools and four Year 12 
students from Eltham College have this week 
started volunteering with us for one afternoon a 
week. This is alongside the four Year 10 students 
from Newstead Woods.  
 
We had a lovely start to the day on Friday as 

Joshua in Year 3 was playing the violin for us as we 

entered assembly and Ninoshka in Reception was 

singing to us. Miss Atkinson is kindly organising a 

rota for this and children are asked to sign up to 

the list in the hall if they would like to play their 

instrument as they come into assembly. What a 

wonderful start to the day! 

I would like to say thank you to the staff, parents 

and Governors who attended the first of our 

Equality, Equity, Diversity and iIclusion (EEDI) 

meetings this week.  It was very powerful 

listening to everyone's stories. It was also 

wonderful to work with people who are wanting 

to help us to strengthen the work that we already 

do in school on inclusion for all. Our aims are to 

open our children’s eyes to being someone who 

stands up for change and promotes EEDI and to 

hear from our community to help guide us on 

what to include in our curriculum.  We hope to 

complete an audit of the curriculum to identify 

opportunities where we could celebrate diversity. 

We also want to carry out an audit of the images 

that are used within school to ensure we have a 

diverse representation. Thank you to Mrs Martin 



 

 

  
 

 
 
 

Attendance 
1st-5th Nov 
 
 
Well done to Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 who all 
had 100% attendance last week.  The class with 
the best attendance at the end of the term will win 
an Own Clothes Day! 
 
  
Garden News 
 
Mrs Weeks, Mrs Wilson and I were delighted to 
accept an invitation from Coolings Garden Centre 
to an awards ceremony on the final day of last half 
term. The ceremony was the culmination of the 
Bromley, Maidstone and Swanley regions of the 'In 
Bloom' competitions, open to allotment holders, 
schools, railway stations, nurseries, prisons and 

other community stake holders. We are very 
pleased to announce that our efforts in the school 
garden were rewarded with a second place in the 
Best Community Environmentally Friendly Project 
category for Bromley (losing out, graciously, to 
Petts Wood station). Our prize was a Coolings 
token and goody bag containing fertilisers and 
'feeds' for the site. Our thanks go to Mrs 
Charlesworth, Mrs Devereux and Mr Bishop for 
their continued hard work and support in this 
regard. 
Mrs Deasy 
 
Library News 
 
Author Events: There is an author event with 
Margaret Bateson-Hill. Margaret will be visiting 
Orpington Library on 25th November from 4-5pm 
and Beckenham Library on Friday 3rd December 
from 4-5pm and she will be celebrating 25 years of 
her wonderful book Lao Lao of Dragon Mountain. 
It is a beautiful book and after the session 
Margaret will show the children the ancient art of 
paper cutting. To book for the Beckenham event 
all the information is on the poster and booking 
for the Orpington event is done via Eventbrite and 
the link is: https://
orpingtonlibrarymargaretbatesonhill.eventbrite.co
.uk  
Better at Home: GLL Digital National Libraries 
Programme: Every first Saturday in the month all 
the GLL libraries post a Meet the Children’s Author 
or Illustrator video on their Facebook page which 
is available to watch for one month. This month 
we are showing Jen Carney’s video who is the 
brilliant author and illustrator of the series: The 
Accidental Diary of B.U.G. In the video Jen talks 
about her books, biscuits and issues a challenge to 
those watching. The video is about 15 mins 
long. Here’s the link: https://m.facebook.com/
BromleyLibraries 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year Number  of wins 

Rec 1 

Y1 1 

Y2 2 

Y3 0 

Y4 3 

Y5 1 

Y6 1 

Class Attendance (%) Occasions Late  

Rec 100 1 

Y1 100 0 

Y2 98 0 

Y3 96.82 0 

Y4 98.43 0 

Y5 99.69 0 

Y6 100 0 

https://orpingtonlibrarymargaretbatesonhill.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://orpingtonlibrarymargaretbatesonhill.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://orpingtonlibrarymargaretbatesonhill.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://m.facebook.com/BromleyLibraries
https://m.facebook.com/BromleyLibraries


 

 

 
AWARDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KS1 Awards 

 
KS2 Awards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Courtesy Cup was awarded to Ava Y5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dates for your Diary 
 
Please check these each week as there may be 
changes. 
 
November 
Monday 15th Anti bullying Day. Children to wear 
odd socks to school for Odd Sock Day 
Monday 15th 3:30-6:30 Goal Sharing Meetings 

Tuesday 16th 3:30-6:30 Goal Sharing Meetings 
Thursday 18th 9:15 Open Morning for 2022 
Reception Intake 
Thursday 18th Image Theatre (The Reluctant 
Dragon)  
Friday 19th Type Onesie awareness day (Children 
to wear a Onesie to school) 
Friday 19th 2:50 Year 6 Class Assembly  
Saturday 20th Cross Country Competition at Crystal 
Palace 
Tuesday 23rd Year 5 visiting The London Eye 
Thursday 25th Individual Photographs and Sibling 
Photographs 
Friday 26th Year 1 to Petts Wood Library  
Friday 26th Cracker Assembly 
Saturday 27th PTA Christmas Fair 
 
December  
Thursday 2nd Year 5 Class Mass  
Friday 3rd Reception to Petts Wood Library 
Friday 3rd 2:50 Year 3 Class Assembly  
Monday 6th KS2 Carol Concert 6pm  
Wednesday 8th KS1 Nativity 9:15 
Thursday 9th KS1 Nativity 9:15 
Thursday 9th KS2 Reading Passports returned 
Thursday 9th Christmas Lunch 
Friday 10th Christmas Jumper Day Save the 
Children  
Tuesday 14th KS2 Reading Passport Assembly for 
children 
Wednesday 15th pm KS1 Christmas Party 
Thursday 16th pm KS2 Christmas Party 
Friday 17th: End of term 
Monday 20th: INSET Day  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year Positive attitude to 

learning 

Rec Abraham 

Year 1 Lorenzo 

Year 2 Emilia 

Year 3 Ethan 

Year 4 Ashley 

Year 5 Jayden C 

Year 6 Callum 

Year  Gold Sticker Award Golden Promises 

Rec Maria Nicole Felix 

Year 1 Lexi Lottie Isla 

Year 2 Aiyla Benedict Luis 

Year  Pride in work Respect in class 

Year 3 James  Daniel 

Year 4 Helen Rebecca 

Year 5 Ethan Adam 

Year 6 Jack Patrick 



 

 

Date for Donations for the Christmas Fair: 
Please leave Donations outside the School office in 
marked bags. 
Pre-loved uniform: Monday 15th – 19th Nov 
Bring a bottle day: Monday 22nd Nov 
Adopt a Teddy donations: Monday 22nd onwards 
Sweet donations: Monday 22nd onwards 
Cracker assembly / Competition: Friday 26th Nov 
Cake stall: Morning of the fair 
  
Santa WANTED! 
We have the outfit we just need a willing Dad/ 
Grandad to volunteer to be this year’s Santa in the 
Grotto. 
Miss Spencer Boyce and Miss McCarthy have very 
kindly offered their services to be Santa’s Elves we 
just now need the main man! 
This is an extremely popular event for the children 
and as past Santas will testify, they have loved 
doing it and found it genuinely very rewarding ( if 
they get Match funding even better). Please let us 
know if you are up for the 
Job: pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com 
PS : We will make it Covid Safe. 
  
CHRISTMAS CRACKER ASSEMBLY 
Get your children’s thinking caps on and get 
creative with the sticky back plastic! 
Each Child will need to bring in 2 homemade 
crackers to school on Friday 26th November for 
the Christmas Cracker Assembly where the 
Teachers will choose one winner from each class, 
and they will be Prizes for the Best in Show! 
In the past there have been 4-foot rockets, life size 
red post boxes, Dancing Elves teachers, Mary, 
Joseph and Baby Jesus and even a St James’ 
Church! 
 
Please remember the Crackers are then all sold at 
the Fair to the children for £2 each so please make 
sure what you put in the crackers as gifts are what 
you would want your child to receive. So, it is not 
just about the look it is also about the content! 
Full details were sent out via email before half 
term, but if you have any questions ask your PTA 
Rep. 
  
Bring a bottle day’ will be held on Monday 22nd 
November – this will provide the bottles for the 
Bottle Tombola stall, so it is really import we get as 
many donations as possible. 

KS2 Christmas Lyricist Competition.  
  
This year as a part of our Christmas celebrations 
we will be singing Somewhere in my Memory by 
John Williams. Here is a video of the orchestral 
version: https://youtu.be/5kHH6LJpEbQ we will be 
singing it with piano accompaniment.  
 
I would like you to write the lyrics for a second 
verse to the song with the same rhythm and pitch 
as the lines in bold below:  
 
Candles in the window 
Shadows painting the ceiling 
Gazing at the fire glow 
Feeling that gingerbread feeling 
 
Precious moments, special people 
Happy faces, I can see 
 
Somewhere in my memory 
Christmas joys all around me 
Living in my memory 
All of the music, all of the magic 
All of the family, home here with me 
All entries have to be given in to me by Friday 19th 
November. There is a prize for the winner and also 
the whole of KS2 will learn your verse and sing it 
together.  
 
Have fun!   
Miss Atkinson 
 
 
PTA Newsletter 
CHRISTMAS FAIR - Saturday 27th November 
between 12-3pm 
 
PTA Reps have been hard at work trying to fill the 
Rotas for their Stalls. If you can spare a bit of time 
on the day and/ or set up on 26th Friday after 
school please let your Rep know ASAP. 
It doesn’t have to be just Mums and Dads to help, 
older siblings (secondary school age) and 
Grandparents are also very welcome to get 
involved. 
  
The success of this day is solely down to our school 
community working together and making it a 
joyous day for children and adults. 
  



 

 

 
PTA FACEBOOK GROUP 
Keep up to date with all the PTA news, events, and 
activities by joining the 'PTA St James' Primary, 
Petts Wood' Facebook group. 
  
Best Wishes The PTA Committee 
 
 
Oakies Club 
 
This week at Oakies we have had  tournaments 
each evening. This  has included connect 4, 
Rumikub, Cluedo, Monopoly, Frustration and 
Bingo.  It has been a fun week with some children 
preferring to do Lego and colouring in.  We are 
coming into the computer suite earlier as the 
weather is not so good, so the children have also 
been enjoying playing games on the computers 
and watching movies.  Some of the children have 
liked the dressing up clothes. 
 
We would like to apologise for the problems with 
the intercom system.  We have reported this issue 
and hopefully the situation will be rectified as 
soon as possible. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
Oakie dokie   
 
 
 
Other News 
 
Lost Property 
 
Have you seen a blue Micro Maxi scooter?  
Possibly taken home by mistake instead of your 
own child’s?  Please return to school playground if 
you have it.  Thank you  
 
School Travel Survey 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
  
Bromley Living Streets, a local charity, is getting in 
touch with a short ‘school travel’ survey to help 
Bromley schools and Bromley Council identify 
priority interventions which can make it safer for 
children to walk, cycle or scoot to school. The 
survey should only take 5 minutes to complete. 

Also remember the class with the most bottles 
wins a prize! 
  
CHRISTMAS RAFFLE TICKETS 
Your children will have brought home 2 books of 
Raffle tickets this week. Each book is worth £10 
(£1 a ticket). 
Please sell to family and friends and if you need 
more tickets, please ask at the Office and they 
have extra books of tickets. This year we have 
nearly £1000 worth of prizes to win! 
£200 John Lewis Voucher, £100 Marks and 
Spencer Voucher, Luxury Christmas Hampers, 
Children’s Hampers, 4 Churchill Panto Tickets, 
Private PT lessons to name a few! 
  
CHRISTMAS TREES 
We are still taking orders for Christmas Trees so if 
you are interested in one please can you advise us 
on the size tree you would like ASAP. Payment will 
not be required at this point. This is also open to 
all family and friends so please spread the 
word.  The collection day of the trees would be the 
4th December at the school. In the past this has 
been a fantastic money raiser as every single 
penny of profit goes to the PTA.  We hope you will 
support us. 
  
CHRISTMAS CARDS 
You should have all received your Children’s 
Christmas Card orders this week . If you have any 
queries please 
email pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com. 
Thank you for your support we had 143 orders this 
year which raised £345.50 for the PTA. 
Michelle Fewkes... big pat on the back for 
coordinating the Christmas cards with the school 
this is no mean feat! 
  
INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS 
It was mentioned at the PTA meeting that there 
may be parents that are unable to attend some of 
the PTA events, but would still like to contribute. 
Obviously, this would be very much appreciated as 
every penny will go straight back to our amazing 
school. 
If you would like to gift to Our PTA please use 
Reference : PTA GIFT (year of child) 
 ST JAMES’ SCHOOL PTA Lloyds Bank 
SORT CODE : 30-67-72 
Account Number: 10062963   



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sabina Ricci PT- 
Qualified local PT offering in/outdoor bootcamps 
and private PT sessions. 
Circuit, HIIT, strength and flexibility workouts for 
all fitness levels. 
Come along for a free bootcamp 
taster on Wednesdays and Fridays 10am at Willet 
Way Rec.  
  
Fitness classes that fit your needs, at anytime 
and bring your baby if needs be! 
Tel.07770173748 
Sabypt@aol.com 
 
 

Last year’s survey received an overwhelming 5,500 
responses from parents across the borough, 
resulting in an amazing dataset to inform decision-
making in London Borough of Bromley, so that the 
council can tackle challenges like air pollution, 
road safety and congestion. 
  
Please find the survey here: https://
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/9QLGNDD  
  
Yours Sincerely  
Bromley Living Streets  
 
 
 Considering a career in teaching?.... 
 
If you or a friend, colleague, or relative are 
considering a career in teaching please join us 
remotely via Zoom on Thursday 18 November 
2021, 18:00 -19:00 for our Zoom into a Teacher 
Training event.     
 
Please register at…. 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/glf-schools-zoom-
into-teaching-november-tickets-194360937797 
 
 
Our Zoom webinar is a great opportunity for 
anyone considering a career in teaching. The 
session will cover the different routes into 
teaching, the application process, and finances. 
Attendees will also be able to listen to 
presentations delivered by our SCITT Leads and 
Trainees and speak to our Team first-hand via a 
Q&A session. For more information, please see the 
promotional flyer below.   
Please do not hesitate to contact us 
via info@glftt.org should you have any 
questions.     
Thank you for your support and we look forward 
to hearing from you.      
 
Regards     
GLF Schools’ Teacher Training  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


