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St. James’ RC Primary School 

Reading with your Child 

Our aim is to ensure that the children enjoy reading and grow up to be readers for life.  As parents, 

you have a significant role in shaping how children feel about reading.   

Please ensure that you read withand to your child, using as wide a variety of books as possible. 

Here are some tips that will ensure your child grows up to be a lifelong reader:- 

 Ensure that you make space to connect with your child, a quiet room, comfortable 

chair/sofa with cushions and no distractions.  Turn off the TV. 

 Try and spend 10 mins focused reading time with your child, DAILY. The same time each day 

is ideal. 

 Be patient and don’t expect the child to read books that are too hard for them. 

 Let them read the same book again and again if they want to. 

 Read the hard bits to them, let them read the easy bits and fill in key words that they know. 

REALLY LISTEN. 

 Tell them about the bits you enjoyed about the book and encourage them to read it again. 

 PRAISE them for the word they get right; PRAISE works wonders! 

 Make a mental note of words that they struggle with and spend a few minutes at the 

beginning of each session trying them out. 

 Ask your child to think of questions about the book to check if you have been listening! 

 Ask if they know how a character is feeling. LOOK AT THE PICTURES. 

 Ask them if they know what will happen next, encourage more that ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answers. 

 Enjoy reading everywhere.  Labels, road signs, traffic signs, adverts, simple news headlines 

etc. 

 Tell them about books that you liked reading when you were a child. 

 Make up stories about your day or something that happened when you were at school. 

 Join the library, storytelling workshops and borrow CDs so that children can listen to stories 

independently. 

 ENCOURAGE YOUR CHILD TO BE A ‘STORY  DETECTIVE’ AND LOOK AT THE PICTURES FOR 

CLUES.  WHEN LOOKING AT PICTURE BOOKS MOVE FROM LEFT TO RIGHT. 

When your child has some knowledge of phonics encourage and whole words:- 

 Begin by looking at the pictures and asking them if they can find any images of the words in 

the text that they are about to read, this is so that they recognise them when they come to 

read the text. 

 Encourage them to sound out unknown words. 

 Ask them to miss out any unknown word and carry on to the end of the sentence; this is 

called using ‘contextual cues’.  Children will often be able to work out the unknown word 

from the context of the sentence. 

 Never be afraid to just read the book to your child if they are tired or reluctant. 

 Never force your child to read to you but encourage them by reading it to them and then 

talk to them about the book, DO NOT GET INTO A BATTLE. 

 ABOVE ALL HAVE FUN! 

 SEE YOUR TEACHER FOR ADVICE. 
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