
 

 

 Friday 8th June 2018            Twitter: @stjamesrc      Issue 24 

St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 

I hope you all had a lovely half term break.  

In Monday’s assembly we started the week by 

thinking about determination. We listened to the 

story from the Old Testament about Nehemiah. 

He heard that in his home town of Jerusalem walls 

had been knocked down and buildings were 

falling apart. He returned to Jerusalem and tried 

to help rebuild the city. He was determined and 

asked God for help. After many months of hard 

work the buildings and the walls were back to 

normal. Nehemiah knew that God had been with 

him. We talked about how when things are 

difficult we need to share our difficulties with 

someone and we can pray. Determination was the 

life skill that we focused on last half term. This 

half term we are learning all about self-discipline 

in our Character Education sessions.  

This week we were visited by two judges from the 

Ruxley Manor Garden Centre who came to judge 

the “Unusual” School Container Competition, 

grown by The Gardening Club. They were very 

impressed with the plants are their use of a bike 

to plant them in. We will let you know when we 

hear the results.  

Headteacher’s Message 
On Wednesday a CAFOD representative spoke to 

KS2 to introduce ‘The Share the Journey’ global 

campaign launched by Pope Francis. It aims to 

stand up for the rights of refugees and migrants. In 

support of the campaign, CAFOD are aiming to walk 

24,901 miles – the distance around the whole 

world! It is an act of solidarity to Share the Journey 

with our global neighbours fleeing their homes. We 

were told that every step we take, together with 

others from across the country, will send a message 

to world leaders that they must step up too. World 

Leaders need to act with courage and compassion 

when they agree ambitious new UN agreements on 

refugees and migration in 2018. The children took 

part in workshops and then walked a mile each.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Blue Cross visited Year 2 and Year 3 again to 

continue their safeguarding work on understanding 

how to behave around dogs.  

 

The Bank of America led another workshop with 

Year 6.  In this session we learnt how to save 

money when we are shopping and how to calculate 

the deals that work out the cheapest. We had to 



 

 

work out the cheapest way to shop and how to 

find the cheapest holiday for a family! 

Year 6 had an amazing trip to Dover Castle 

studying the war tunnels on Thursday. Thank you 

to Mrs Connolly for organising such a good day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday Year 5 took part in training to become 

Playground Friends and Peer Mediators. I am sure 

that they will all use the skills that they were 

taught to help in the KS2 Playground.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to Conor for completing the seven 

bridge ‘Walk For Jimmy’ during the May half-term. 

He was the first child over the finish line and 

helped to raise just over £4,800 for the Jimmy 

Mizen charity. He would like to say thank you to 

friends and their families at St James’ for 

sponsoring him.  

Year 2 presented an amazing assembly to the 

school this week all about The Great Fire of 

 

London. They spoke with such confidence and 

explained things so well.  

At the end of each academic year we ask to keep 

hold of children’s work in case we need to 

provide evidence of books from the previous 

year. Next week children will be bringing their 

school work home from last year so we are asking 

children to bring in a bag from home to carry the 

books home in.  

Bromley Parent Carer forum are holding their 

second event on the theme of Education for 

Everyone. This event will be about hidden 

conditions such as autism or social, emotional and 

mental health needs. There will be a focus on 

behaviours that challenge. Please see the 

attached leaflet.  

On Monday night at 6pm Mrs Deasy is asking for 

volunteers to come and help move the soil into 

the raised beds.  This will mean that we can start 

to start planting! Please let her know if you are 

able to come and help. Many hands make light 

work. Thank you. 

Please remember to return the letter concerning 

consent forms for photographs. Thank you for 

your support in ensuring that the school is GDPR 

compliant.  

We have been leaving out last term’s lost 

property all this week after school. It will be in the 

office all next week before we donate it to 

charity. The children have all had a chance to see 

it. Anything that was named has been returned.  

Please continue to pray for all of the children in 

Year 3 who have already made their First Holy 

Communion or are due to in the next few weeks.  

Mrs Weeks 



 

 

 
This Wednesday Word is FAMILY. Jesus taught us 

that we are all children of God and we should live 

as brothers and sisters to each other. We show 

that we are part of Jesus’ family by listening to his 

teaching and trying our best to follow it.  

The Wednesday Word 

We hope you all had a lovely half-term break.  

Please do make sure the Summer Fair, Saturday 30 

June is in your diaries. We're hoping for a lovely 

sunny day so that we can all enjoy a lovely 

afternoon.  The Class Reps will be in touch soon to 

ask for help and volunteers so please do offer time 

if you can. 

It's Own Clothes Day on Monday 11 

June.  Suggested donation of £2 per child.  This all 

goes to help fund the prizes for the Main Raffle at 

the Summer Fair. 

There are a few places available for the PTA Golf 
Day.  Please email Pete Evans, 
evolaces@hotmail.com if you are interested in 
joining. 
DIARY DATES 

Mon 11 June            Own Clothes' Day   

Sat 23 June              Summer Ball, Chislehurst Golf 

Club  

Sat 30 June              SUMMER FAIR, 12-3pm 

Wed 18 July              PTA Golf Day, Chislehurst Golf 

Club 

PTA NEWS 

Dear All, 

Just a brief reminder that we will be meeting on 

Monday 11th June from 6pm until 8pm to        

complete the soil transfer into our raised beds.  Do 

come along if you can.  Refreshments will be    

provided—simply bring your own spade. 

If you are visiting Coolings Garden Centre this 

weekend, don’t forget to ask for your Busy Bees 

Community vouchers at the tills.  These vouchers 

can be converted into plants or other gardening 

supplies for the school. 

 

Wishing you all a lovely weekend. 

Mrs Deasy 

 

 

 

 

School Garden 

mailto:evolaces@hotmail.com


 

 

Year 5 and 6 Boys and Girls Cricket 

Our cricket teams went out this week to two all-
day tournaments. The girls’ team on Tuesday won 
the group stage of their tournament in the 
morning and were one game away from making 
the final in the afternoon. A great performance as 
despite losing their final game, there were very 
few runs difference in the scores! 

Our boys’ teams on Thursday also did well. After 
the morning games they entered into the plate 
competition and  lost their final game, and lost out 
on a place in the final. Their performance was all 
the more impressive as the teams were made up 
of Year 4 and 5 children playing against Year 6s!  

Well done to all our cricketers! 
 
Mrs Connolly 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tennis 

Alex and Thomas played in the 9U Surbiton 
trophy. They were in a team of 4 from Bromley 
Tennis Centre and the competition was against 8 
other clubs. The boys played really well and won 
their group of 3 so 
progressed to the final 
group and came third 
overall. The boys were 
then delighted to 
receive their medals 
from Nick Kyrgios who 
is currently ranked 20th 
in the world.  

 

Sports News 

Connect 4 has become very popular at Oakies, so 
much so that the children have created their own 
league.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember that only Year 6 children may 
sign themselves in at breakfast time, with a        
parental permission slip completed.  All other 
years must be signed in by their parent/guardian.  
Thank you.  

Oakie Dokie 

 Janet and team. 

Oakies’ Club 



 

 

 
 
Please see the free guide for parents about ‘Live 
Streaming’ – a growing trend amongst children 
and young people across the globe. The guide is 
designed to inform parents about the dangers of 
live streaming for their children and how they can 
help control the associated risks. The free guide 
for parents can be found by retweeting the guide 
here: https://twitter.com/natonlinesafety/
status/1004385008562462722 

Safeguarding 

Well done to Year 1! 

Attendance 

Class No. of lates last week 

Reception 0 

Year 1 1 

Year 2 1 

Year 3 1 

Year 4 3 

Year 5  0 

Year 6 0 

Year 1—Forest School 

Dear Parents,  

Please remember to dress your children in long-

sleeved tops regardless of the weather.  Long 

sleeves prevent nettle stings, scratches from 

brambles and are an additional measure in 

preventing sunburn.  School caps or a sunhat are 

also an essential. 

Mrs Deasy 

Forest School Leader 

 

Other messages…. 

Dad and Me monthly playgroup @St James church 

community centre is on Saturday 16th June from 

10-11.30am. For children 0-7 years and their dads, 

£2 per family, join us for play, chat and bacon 

butties! 

Contact dad.me@stjamespettswood.org for 

details 

Messages….. 

Year 6 Dover Trip  

On Thursday this week, Year 6 travelled to Dover 
Castle to explore the secret tunnels. They learned 
about the Battle of Dunkirk and about how so 
many troops were rescued from the beaches of 
France because of Operation Dynamo which was 
led from the tunnels inside the White Cliffs.  

Well done to all of Year 6 for their outstanding  

behaviour. Thank you 

also to all the parents 

who helped with the 

trip. 

Mrs Connolly 

https://nationalonlinesafety.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c75458b4927d513cbb744c23&id=ce4a0a5231&e=94ac3dd258
https://nationalonlinesafety.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c75458b4927d513cbb744c23&id=ce4a0a5231&e=94ac3dd258
mailto:dad.me@stjamespettswood.org


 

 

 

Dates 

Saturday 9th June Holy Communion at St James’ 

at 11am 

Monday 11th June Week of Year 1 Phonic 

Screening Check  

Monday 11th June PTA Own Clothes Day 

Tuesday 12th June Year 2 visiting a Jewish Syna-

gogue 

Wednesday 13th June Year 6 to be visited by The 

Bank of America 

Wednesday 13th June Year 2 and Year 3 to be 

visited by The Blue Cross 

Friday 15th June KS1 School Trip 

Friday 15th June Year 6 visiting Petts Wood Li-

brary 

Saturday 16th June Holy Communion at St 

James’ at 11am 

Monday 18th June Secondary Transfer Meeting 

for Year 4 and Year 5 Parents at 7pm 

Tuesday 19th June Year 5 School Trip 

Wednesday 20th June Year 3 Class Mass 

Thursday 21st June Whole School Photo 

Thursday 21st June 3:15-5pm Stay and Play Event 

at school (details to follow) 

Friday 22nd June Sports Day  

Saturday 23rd June PTA Summer Ball 

Monday 25th June 3:20-4pm Open classroom to 

look at trays 

Thursday 28th June Reserve day for Sport’s Day 

in case of bad weather 

Friday 29th June Whole School Mass 

Saturday 30th June PTA Summer Fair 12-3pm 

Tuesday 3rd July Year 5 visiting The Memory Ca-

fé 

Wednesday 4th July KS1 RSPB outreach  

Friday 6th July Reports out 

Friday 6th July Year 6 Production Dress Re-

hearsal for the school 

Tuesday 10th July Year 6 Production at 7pm 

Wednesday 11th July Year 6 Production at 7pm 

Wednesday 11th-Friday 13th Year 5 STEM Sum-

mer School 

Thursday 12th July Year 6 to be visited by The 

Bank of America 

Friday 13th July Helen O’Grady Drama Perfor-

mance at 1:15  

Friday 13th July Walk Around to look at work 4-

6pm 

Wednesday 18th July PTA Golf Day 

Wednesday 18th July Summer Walk at 9:15 

Friday 20th July Year 6 Mass at 10am 

 

 

 


