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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
I hope you all had a wonderful Easter break. What 
lovely weather we are having now.  
 
The biggest news is that the new computers were 
installed in the Computer Lab over the Easter 
holidays. The children are all really enjoying the 
new computers and the staff are loving them too! 
A huge thank you to the PTA for funding this 
wonderful resource. We cannot thank them 
enough! The Student Council will mark the 
occasion on 27th April by officially opening the 
Computer Lab! Please feel free to look at the new 
computers after school any night next week.  

Year 6 found it a quick and easy experience today. 
They said it was really good not to be wasting time 
waiting for slow computers and they were thrilled 
to be able to complete their work in much less 
time and not have to share computers!  
 
One of the Year 5 pupils said, "The new computers 
are phenomenal! They are fast and turn 
themselves on and off. Amazing!" 
 
We also have new photocopiers that the 
computers are linked to so we are surrounded by 
new technology.  
 
On Monday in assembly we heard the story of 
Odysseus and Polythemus and talked about how 
we can tackle problems by considering the 
situation, thinking about our goals, looking at our 
obstacles and making a plan. Odysseus used his 
thinking skills before he took action and we can do 

Headteacher’s Message 
the same.  
 
KS2 spent time thinking about how Jesus told his 
disciples that he had to die in order to find true life. 
They discussed how after Jesus’ death and burial 
his friends were probably feeling confused, 
bewildered and disappointed. They read that the 
apostle Paul wrote that ‘A seed must die before it 
can sprout from the ground.’ 
 
We welcome for this term Miss Kaynak, a PGCE 
student teacher, to Year 2. It is always good to 
develop future teachers.  
 
We continue to promote Character Education at St 
James’ and this term our focus is on Determination. 
We will be talking to the children about the ability 
to continue trying to do something, although it is 
very difficult.  

On Tuesday night, Science Fun Club started and the 
children told me that they had lots of fun learning 
about forces at the club.  
 
I met with the Student Council this week and the 

minutes have been added to the website. I asked 

the following questions and the children gave their 

replies.  

What do adults at school do that helps you feel 
happy? 

“They listen to our problems” 

“They support you when you are doing your 

work” 

“If you walk past an adult they smile at you 

and ask if you are having a good day” 

“They are always kind” 



 

 

What do the adults at school do to help you to 
learn? 

“They make learning fun” 

“They make sure that everyone 

understands” 

“They make the learning interesting” 

“They ask questions and make sure 

everyone is involved” 

 
On Wednesday night an Irish Dancing Club has 
started using our school hall from 6pm-8pm. 
Please feel free to contact them if your child is 
interested in joining them—a flyer is attached to 
this newsletter. 
 
Year 5 pupils planned and led the Wednesday 
Word Assembly this week. The focus of the 
Assembly was Believe. The children do so well to 
organise and lead the Liturgy each week.  
 
I attended a meeting at the Civic Centre this 

week with Gilliam Palmer, the Interim Director 

of Education and Ade Adetosoye OBE, The 

Deputy Chief Executive and Executive Director of 

Education, Care and Health Services, to discuss 

the future of education in Bromley. It was an 

interesting and positive meeting.  

 

Thank you to Reception Class for their assembly 

this morning about Forest School. They were 
able to tell everyone about their charcoal 
pictures, clay hedgehogs and safety posters. 
They were very confident and we are all so 
proud of them. Thank you to Mrs Deasy for 
leading them at Forest School and to Mrs 
Richards and Mrs Nash for preparing the 
assembly.  

Thank you to Year 4 for organising the cake sale for 

KS2 today. They raised the fantastic amount of 

£133.55 for CASPA, a local charity that works to 

support children, young people and families 

affected by Autism.   

 

Next week we are supporting the Bromley Royal 

Walk to School Week. We would like as many 

pupils as possible to walk to school next week. 

Children are being reminded that walking to school 

keeps them fit and healthy and helps to keep 

outside school congestion free. Children are also 

encouraged to create at home a hat using recycled 

materials if possible that they might wear to the 

Royal Wedding. To culminate the week on Friday 

27th April we would like children to walk to school 

wearing their special hat.  More details are in Book 

Bags.  

 

Next week we will reintroduce The Daily Mile. This 
is when the children jog or run with their 
classmates in the safety of their school 
environment. Everyone has fun taking part and it is 
not competitive. They build relationships, 
confidence and resilience. The children work on 
their fitness and focus on having a healthy lifestyle 
in the fresh air. They support one another and 
improve their social and leadership skills. This daily 
physical activity helps children concentrate in the 
classroom and has been proven to raise 
attainment. It is a profoundly simple but effective 
concept. Its impact can be transformational – 
improving not only the children’s fitness, but also 
their concentration levels, mood, behaviour and 
general wellbeing. The Daily Mile is a social activity, 
wherein the children run or jog – at their own pace 
– in the fresh air with friends. Children can 
occasionally walk to catch their breath, if 
necessary, but should aim to run or jog for the full 
15 minutes.  
 
Hopefully you have seen our new Welcome Mat in 

the Reception area. It reminds us all that we are 

Walking in the Footsteps of Christ.  

On Monday it is St George’s Day so children that 

are part of uniformed groups are able to wear their 

uniform to school.  



 

 

This Week’s Word is TRUST. We are told to put our 

trust in Jesus and fill our plans with meaning and 

joy. This Sunday is Good Shepherd Sunday. Jesus, 

the Good Shepherd, wants us to place our trust in 

him.  

The Wednesday Word 

Dear Parents, 

We have arranged a St James’  Spring Walk on 

Saturday 5th May at 10am.  This walk will last for 

approx. 2 hours and will take in all aspects of the 

park including tree and wild flower identification, 

small mammal/butterfly and bird spotting.  The 

walk will be led by Mr John Bruce, one of the 

Friends of Jubilee Park.  Numbers are limited to 30 

with a suggested donation of £2 per adult and £1 

child – with the agreement of Mr Bruce, all funds 

will be put towards the school garden to improve 

its bio-diversity. 

If you are interested in joining Mrs Deasy, Mrs 

Weeks and Mrs Howie on the 5th, would you 

please let the school office know.  Places will be 

offered on a first come, first served basis however, 

should interest far outstrip the number of places 

available, we will contact Mr Bruce with a view to 

him running a similar session at a later date. 

Mrs Deasy 

Forest School Leader 

Jubilee Park Spring Walk 

We are planning a Royal Wedding Family Picnic on 
Friday 18th May from 12:05-1:15. Children are 
asked to wear red, white or blue on that day. 
Everyone is welcome to join us on that day so 
please keep a note of the date.  
 

Enjoy the lovely weather and have a great 

weekend.  

 
Mrs Weeks 

The Return of the Daily Mile 
With the good weather now upon us (and 
hopefully staying!) we will be resuming the Daily 
Mile next week. Well done to Reception class for 
trying out the field for us this week! 
 
For many years the benefits of early morning 
exercise on cognitive development, concentration 
and learning has been studied, and we feel that 
the Daily Mile allows a whole school approach to 
giving your child the best start to the day.  
 
Here are a few reminders to make this successful 
for your child: 
 arrive at school in plenty of time to change 

into trainers and register (8.45am is perfect 
for KS2) 

 make sure that your child has trainers in 
school every day  

 a spare pair of socks is also useful - just in 
case of wet grass 

 
Many thanks for your continued support. 
 
Corinne Connolly 
St James Primary School 
 

Sports News 



 

 

 

 

Please remember not to drive down the road 

leading to the school front gates. Children are 

using this entrance from 7:30am until 6pm.  

Safe Guarding 

Please make sure that the children are in school on 

time.   This is the data for the week before Easter.  

 

Attendance 

Class No. of lates last week 

Reception 1 

Year 1 0 

Year 2 1 

Year 3 5 

Year 4 2 

Year 5  1 

Year 6 1 

We hope you all had a lovely Easter break.  We're 
looking forward to a busy summer term so do 
please join us at some (or all!) of the events we 
have lined up! 
  
The Computer Lab is up and running.  Thanks to 
you all for supporting PTA activities so generously 
as this has enabled us to fund such an important 
project for all our children. 
  
Looking ahead we have the Family Quiz on 
Saturday 12 May in the school hall.  Do come along 
and bring family and friends to this event.  It's a lot 
of fun with teams of up to 12 people. 
  
DIARY DATES 
  
  
Thurs 26 April           KS1 Party  3.15-5.00pm 
Sat 12 May               PTA Family Quiz, 6.30-9.30pm 
Friday 25 May           Awful Auntie, Churchill 

PTA NEWS 

As you can see we have lots of things planned for 
this half term! 
 
 
Monday 23rd April St George’s Day Uniformed 
groups to wear uniforms 
Wednesday 25th April PTA meeting  
Thursday 26th April Bank of America to visit Year 6 
Thursday 26th April Year 4 Swimming starts 
Thursday 26th April KS1 PTA Party 
Friday 27th April Wear a home-made Royal Hat to 
School Day 
Friday 27th April Student Council to open Computer 
Lab 
Tuesday 1st May Choir to St James’ Parish Memory 
Café 
Wednesday 2nd May Whole School Photo 
Saturday 5th May Jubilee Park Walk 
Saturday 12th May PTA Quiz Night 
Monday 14th May Year 6 SATS start 
Friday 18th May Royal Wedding Family Picnic 
Friday 18th May Year 4 Sleepover 
Wednesday 23rd May Whole School Mass 
Wednesday 23rd May KS2 PTA Disco 
Thursday 24th May Year 2 to Bromley Synagogue 
Thursday 24th May Bank of America to visit Year 6  
Thursday 24th May Choir Performance to parents at 
3:20 
Friday 25th May Year 1 Assembly for parents at 2:50 

Dates 



 

 

Oakies Club  

 

Due to the fantastic weather this week we spent 
a lot of time in the KS2 play ground.  This meant 
the children were able to build dens, use the 
scooters, play tennis, football and also use the 
climbing equipment.  Great fun was had by all. 

Janet Wallis and Team 

 

 

 

Dear Parents 

Due to the success of the morning reflections in 

Lent, the school would like to set up a Rosary 

Group to honour Mary in the month of May. I am 

looking for parents who would like to lead the    

Rosary on different days for approximately 10 to 15 

minutes  before school. I would also like to know of 

any parents who would be willing to share 

the Rosary with the children in a different            

language. Please contact the office if you are      

interested. 

Many Thanks 

Year 3 Forest School: Friday 27th April—25th May 

2018 

Dear All, 

We are looking for parent volunteers, who 

currently hold a valid DBS, to accompany us to 

Forest School on a Friday afternoon from 1.15pm 

until 3pm.  When replying, please indicate which 

dates are most convenient (two volunteers are 

required for each session) and we will put together 

a rota accordingly.  

Forest School is a wonderful opportunity for our 

children to learn in an outdoor environment where 

they are encouraged to develop independence 

skills, improve their decision making and raise their 

self-esteem through small achievable tasks.  As a 

parent volunteer, you are simply asked to 

accompany and ensure that the children are 

observing good health and safety practices - sturdy 

boots or wellingtons are a mandatory requirement! 

We look forward to hearing from you in due 

course. 

All good wishes, 

Mrs M Deasy 

 

Dear Parents,  

Many thanks to all that have already very kindly 

donated money towards the purchase of the soil 

required for the school garden.  Please, if you 

have not already done so, bring in your donations 

by Wednesday 25th April. 

Mrs Deasy 

School Garden Co-ordinator 

 

Morning Reflections 

School Garden 

Forest School  


