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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
Thank you to everyone who came to school on 

Saturday to collect their Christmas tree from the 

PTA. Thank you to Mr McDermott for organising 

this. My husband collected ours and it looks 

fabulous.  

 

We started the week by lighting our second 

Advent candle whilst thinking about peace. The 

second candle shows that Christ is The Way. Christ 

is the light sent into the world to show us the way 

out of darkness. Advent is a time when we all wait 

in expectation and preparation during the four 

weeks before Christmas. We reflect on our 

spiritual preparation for the Lord's coming on 

Christmas Day, His presence coming into our 

hearts, and His second coming at the end of the 

world.  

 
Dear Jesus,  
You entered our world on Christmas as the Prince 
of Peace. This Advent, as we strive to become the 
best version of ourselves, fill us with a deep and 
abiding peace. Help us share that peace with 
everyone we encounter, especially those who need 
it most.  
Amen. 
 

Headteacher’s Message Year 6 walked to The Royal British Legion in 

Petts Wood, where they sang beautiful carols. 

Thank you to Year 6 for bringing joy to the 

people there.  

 

The highlights of this week have been the KS2 

Carol Concert and the KS1 Nativity. KS2 took us 

on a journey through the season of Advent and 

helped us to celebrate the light of Christ. They 

explained about the history of the Christingle 

with each class singing so beautifully. Daniel 

Coleman, the Religious Education Advisor at 

The Education Commission for the Catholic 

Diocese of Southwark attended the concert. He 

wrote to thank everyone involved and said 

that he was very moved by the concert.  
 

We watched the KS1 ‘Noisy Nativity’ this week 
which was a joy to see. We were told the story 
of Jesus' birth and were reminded of the gift of 
Jesus beginning his earthly life. A Christmas 
nativity is probably one of the most 
powerful symbols of the Christmas season 
with the word nativity  taken from the 
Latin  nativus, which means "arisen by 
birth."  
 



 

 

such a great deal, including the children who 

always return to school with a better 

understanding of dementia.  

Thank you also to the Year 5 and Year 6 choir 

for supporting MENCAP by singing carols at the 

Glades on Wednesday.  

We all enjoyed our school Christmas lunch this 

week and want to thank the PTA for providing 

antlers for us all to wear. The lunch was 

delicious and we want to thank Clare, Adele 

and June, for working so hard to make sure 

219 Christmas lunches were served in 30 

minutes! A mammoth task! 

I want to thank all the adults in both KS1 
and KS2 who have worked so hard to 
prepare the children for our Christmas 
productions. We are all so proud of the 
children and the joy that they have brought 
to everyone.  
 

Thank you to everyone who donated money at 

the end of the KS2 Carol Concert and the KS1 

Nativities for The Cardinal Hume Centre, the 

Passage and The Vincent de Paul Society. We 

will be able to let you know how much was 

raised next week.  
 
On Tuesday Year 5 were visited by a speaker 
from Primary Futures. This is an organisation 
that enables schools to connect with volunteers 
in order for children to gain insights and 
inspiration about the world of work and their 
futures. Our visitor was a CEO who had worked for 
British Steel, Renault and Sport England. 

 
 

Thank you to the Year 5 and Year 6 Choir who 

went to The Memory Café on Tuesday to sing 

for the visitors and volunteers there. I know 

that everyone involved in this project gains 



 

 

Well done to everyone who supported Save  

the Children on Friday and wore their 

Christmas jumpers to school. It all certainly 

looked very festive and we raised £156.75! 

Thank you all very much.  

In many of the parent questionnaires and at 

the Governor Table at Goal Sharing Day, one 

thing that repeatedly came up is the request 

from parents that we give families the 

opportunity to help with homework over the 

weekend. We asked parents to join a working 

party and have listened to these requests. As a 

result we have changed the Homework Policy 

and it has been approved by the Governors. It 

is attached to this newsletter. The main change 

is that Year 2 to Year 6 teachers will set 

homework on Thursday and ask for it to be 

returned on Tuesday. Spellings will be set as 

normal.  

 

We have been approached by Emily Carter, 
Psychologist and Children's Wellbeing Practitioner 
from The Bromley Community Wellbeing Service 
for Children and Young People. Bromley Y is a local 
charity that offers support to young people and 
their families. They are offering to run a 
free workshop at our school for parents of 
children with anxiety difficulties. 
The workshop will focus on managing anxiety and 
building confidence in our children. There are only 
twenty places available so if you would like to 
attend please let the office 
know. The workshop will run for approximately 

one hour and will be on Tuesday 22nd January 
2019 at 10am in the ICT suite. This is a great 
opportunity to find out about anxiety in children 
and to hear advice on how to manage it and we 
are fortunate to be able to host the event.  
 

As many of you will have seen, we have 

purchased two table tennis tables for the KS2 

playground using some of the money raised by 

SuperSchools’ sponsorship. Well done 

everyone! We are now in the process of 

building the tables and I would like to say a 

huge thank you to the parents that helped Mr 

Copeland on Saturday morning. If anyone is 

available this Saturday at 9am Mr Copeland 

would really appreciate an hour of your time. 

Please meet on the KS2 playground and enter 

through the Maybury Close entrance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I heard from our partner school in the Lebanon 

this week.  They sent a photo of the Baalbech 

Temples that they had visited and said it was 

very cold there at the moment.  They wished 

everyone a Happy Christmas. 

 
Have a wonderful weekend.  

Mrs Weeks 
 
 
 



 

 

Other Messages….. 
 
St James’ Kitchen Assistant Vacancy 
A Nourish Kitchen Assistant is required 16 hours 
per week, term time only. All training is given and 
a uniform is provided.  It will be for a January 
start. If you are interested or know anyone that 
would be, please contact Liz Arter at Nourish on 
07885 452103. 
 
Nits 
There have been a number of reported cases of 
Nits in Year 3. Please make sure you check your 
children’s hair over the weekend and treat if 
necessary so we can stop them spreading.  
 
Shingles 
Please be aware that there has also been one 
reported case of shingles in the school this week.  
 
 
Attendance 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Safe Guarding 
 
St James' is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children and expects all 
staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 
Every school has a Designated Safe Guarding Lead. 
Our Designated Safe Guarding Lead is Mrs 
Weeks and our Deputy Designated Safeguarding 
Lead is Mrs Wilson. The Designated Safeguarding 
Lead is the first point of contact for reporting 
concerns about the safety and/or well-being of a 
child. 
 
 
Please make a note of the following dates:  
 
December 
Wednesday 19th Year 6 singing at Southmore 
Court 
Wednesday 19th KS1 Christmas Party in school in 
the afternoon 
Wednesday 19th Staff Pantomime to children at 
3:30-5pm 
Thursday 20th Year 6 singing carols at Petts Wood 
Library at 11am 
Thursday 20th KS2 Christmas Party in school in the 
afternoon 
Friday 21st End of term. School finishes at normal 
time.  
 
 
 
Word on Wednesday 
 
This week’s word is Mercy. As Pope Francis tells 
us, “Do not be afraid to ask God for forgiveness. 
God is pure mercy.” In this Sunday’s Gospel John 
the Baptist prepares the people for the coming of 
Jesus. He tells them to share with others and show 
mercy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class No. of lates last week 

Reception 1 

Year 1 1 

Year 2 0 

Year 3 0 

Year 4 1 

Year 5  0 

Year 6 1 



 

 

   
PTA NEWS 
 
Thank you to those who joined us at the Churchill 

Theatre's Cinderella this week.   All the children 

seemed to really enjoy the show which was 

fabulous!  We collected the final batch of order 

forms for tickets to Horrible Histories next year 

and will confirm details asap.  Thanks so much for 

continuing to support our theatre trips with so 

much enthusiasm! 

Friday 8 February   Horrible Histories - Terrible 

Tudors, Churchill Theatre   

Saturday 23 March  Family Disco, School Hall 

6.30pm 

Contact us: pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com or via 

our Facebook page. 

 

Oakies Club 
 
This week we have been busy making Christmas 
paper chains, bookmarks, cards and 
decorations.  The children, as well as the staff have 
enjoyed themselves.  The children have 
entertained us with their Christmas songs, learnt 
from the school nativity.   
 
Christmas party food will be served on Monday 
and Tuesday for the Oakies children, so we look 
forward to more fun next week. 
 
Oakie dokie 
Janet and team 


