
 

 

 Friday 8th March 2019            Twitter: @stjamesrc        Issue 22 

St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 

Year 4 started the week with a trip to Lullingstone 

Roman Villa. They had a fabulous time at the villa 

that was begun in about AD 100 and all the adults 

commented on their wonderful behaviour. We 

ended the week with an assembly presented by 

Year 4. Well done Year 4 for a great week!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week we have been talking to the children 

about Lent. We held an assembly about how Lent 

reminds us of Jesus’ forty days of fasting and 

prayer in the wilderness, where he grew stronger 

through resisting temptations. We attended Mass 

Headteacher’s Message 
on Ash Wednesday when Father David asked how 

we were preparing for Easter during Lent. We 

have the Live Simply Lent Carbon Fast in school 

and are using it to help us focus ourselves 

throughout Lent. We have been trying to switch 

lights off when we leave a room.  

Our school garden continues to grow and with the 

help of Mr Harrison, we have added a separate 

growing space for herbs and have set in place 

plans to expand yet further, with the addition of a 

second planter for strawberries. Profits from the 

sale of our Green Tomato Chutney have been put 

towards the purchase of a large amount of gravel 

to allow for the installation of gravel pathways 

between our raised beds to improve year-round 

access with an estimated completion of mid-April. 

Other funds accumulated through the sale of 

produce over the late summer months, have been 

used to purchase a number of raspberry and 

blackberry canes. This now means that each year 

group has a permanent planting of either rhubarb, 

raspberries or blackberries. Overwintering 

plantings of broad beans and onions are just 

beginning to show as are a selection of 

ornamental plantings of daffodil bulbs.  Planting 

plans for the forthcoming months have been 

created to tie in with a revised set of recipes for 

both the KS1 and KS2 cooking elements of the 

National Curriculum. Our ailing plum tree has been 

replaced with another creating an opportunity for 

a ceremonial tree planting enjoyed by our recent 

Chinese visitors. At the request of the children, 

several birdfeeders and boxes have been 

purchased to further encourage wildlife to our site 

and the children continue to bring their ideas to 

our Garden Council meetings either in person or 

through our plant pot suggestion box. Finally, we 



 

 

requested that we become more 'environmentally 

friendly' as a school and to sign up to the Plastic- 

Free School initiative.  We are now registered and 

are in receipt of a number of pairs of gloves and 

rubbish collection bags to start our challenge.  To 

this end, Mrs Deasy and I took out KS2 members 

of our School Council and our Head Gardeners to 

carry out a litter pick around the school grounds 

this week. Other children will be invited to 

participate on another occasion. I held a Student 

Council Meeting this week and the minutes are on 

the website.  

On Thursday we all dressed up as Book Characters 

for World Book Day and started the day with an 

assembly.  What wonderful costumes! At various 

intervals throughout the day we played a tune to 

indicate to children to stop, drop and read for five 

minutes before continuing with their learning. 

Book tokens were sent home with the children. 

Thank you to Mrs Connolly for leading this day. 

On Friday we celebrated International Women’s 

day by finding out about great women who 

changed the world such as Marie Curie, Mary 

Anning, Mary Seacole, Amelia Earhart, Emmeline 

Pankhurst, Rosa Parks and Anne Frank. 

We have worked with Friends of the Earth and 

placed air monitoring tubes near the road outside 

school. These were sent to be analysed. Friends of 

the Earth explained that our results will be on the 

Friends of the Earth UK-wide air pollution map. 

During the time that our air monitoring tubes were 

await news on whether we have been successful 

with a grant application to the School Garden 

grant scheme run by ‘school food matters’.   

Our Forest School area is undergoing a few 

changes.  A recent Saturday spent working in the 

Forest School has allowed us to cut back a number 

of trees showing dead, diseased or damaged 

branches. We have ‘made safe’ a rather slippery 

area in front of our tool store and current seating 

areas are soon to be replaced with a selection of 

new logs to be supplied by the local National Trust 

Forest Ranger. Older logs will be utilised to create 

other areas of interest and a separate tool usage 

area. Agreement from the PTA to allow for a small 

budget for Forest School, in line with the 

classroom allowance, has enabled us to purchase a 

Kelly Kettle and a couple of cooking pots for the 

fire basket.  The Kelly Kettle will allow us to boil 

water using natural resources.  This water can, in 

turn, be used to make natural beverages, for 

example, Nettle tea.  The small cooking pots will 

be used by our Year 6 children when they enjoy 

their outdoor learning day after SATS.  Additional 

items will be purchased to further enhance 

learning in due course. The upkeep of the Forest 

School area is a continual exercise and wood chip 

will be sourced to lay in areas of heavy traffic to 

avoid unnecessary soil erosion and damage to this 

special woodland area. Our next focus will be on 

the school pond. As always I must thank Mrs 

Deasy for her enthusiasm and commitment.  

At a recent Student Council meeting, the children 



 

 

in place nitrogen oxide pollution levels were below 

the legal limit. We continue to ask parents to park 

away from the school.  

The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, wrote to 

schools this week advertising ‘The London 

Curriculum’ which is a fun way of teaching children 

about the city, using London as a classroom. He 

wrote, “In London, who you are and where you 

come from should have no say in what you can 

achieve. The sky really is the limit and our city is 

filled with opportunities to learn and create. 

Today's young Londoners will be the scientists, 

entrepreneurs and designers of tomorrow. There's 

so much to discover here, so get out, get curious 

and find out what your future might hold”.  On 

‘The London Curriculum’ website you will see 

Family Explorer trails which are trails all about the 

world of work for families to enjoy around London. 

You will learn about jobs from the past, and 

discover the work people do today. Walking Trails 

are based in Southwark, Covent Garden and Old 

Street and are available to download. Maybe this 

is something to do during the Easter Holidays! 

Mrs Richards and I are on a Mental Health 

Leadership Course with Place2Be. There is new 

research to suggest that children having less sleep 

than the recommended nine hours of sleep on a 

school night are more likely to struggle with 

worries and the research states that those getting 

less sleep are less able to cope with worries, 

saying they often do not know what to do when 

they are worried and once they start worrying, 

they cannot stop. We tell our children that they 

need to be healthy inside and out. Because our 

bodies and minds are very closely linked, simple 

things that we do to improve our physical 

wellbeing – like eating, being active and sleeping – 

can help our mental wellbeing as well. Catherine 

Roche, Chief Executive of Place2Be, said: “At least 

three children in every class have a diagnosable 

mental health issue, and many more worry about 

everyday concerns. At school a lack of sleep can 

affect a child’s concentration, cognitive functions 

and ability to access the curriculum.”  

Please remember that I hold a surgery every 

Wednesday morning from 8:15-9:15 when I will be 

available without you needing to make an 

appointment.  

Finally, I am excited to announce that the KS1 

Playground Building Project is starting at the end 

of the month. This is thanks to The PTA for their 

amazing generosity and to Mrs Connolly for all her 

hard work in making this project finally happen. 

We will keep you updated.   

Please can you let the school office know by 

Monday by the latest if your children would like to 

attend The Movie Night on Friday to raise funds 

for the Playground Project. 

I hope you all have a great weekend and good luck 

to those children in Years 3 and 4 who are running 

at Crystal Palace on Saturday representing the 

school. I will be there cheering you on! 

Kind regards 

Mrs Weeks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

searches for children. 

This week I want to make you aware of 

‘Houseparty’, which is a live streaming app which 

some children are using.  In the UK alone there's 

an estimated 1.5 million people using the app. 

Please see the links below:  

 

TWITTER: https://twitter.com/natonlinesafety/

status/1098158656716185600  

FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/

NationalOnlineSafety/photos/

a.1681508315488685/1968185693487611/?

type=3&theater  

DOWNLOAD: https://nationalonlinesafety.com/

resources/platform-guides/houseparty-online-

safety-guide/  

In this technological era, making friends online and 

communicating with them are normal parts of life. 

Unfortunately, there are people out there who 

may try and exploit our trust. 'Catfishing' is when 

people fake social profiles to catch their victims. 

Please see the links below:  

 

TWITTER: https://twitter.com/natonlinesafety/

status/1095608518634295296  

FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/

NationalOnlineSafety/photos/

a.1681508315488685/1964239360548911/?

type=3&theater  

DOWNLOAD: https://nationalonlinesafety.com/

resources/platform-guides/catfishing-online-safety

-guide/  

 

Wednesday Word 

This Week’s Word is LENT. The children know that 

Lent is a time when God calls them to make a 

special effort to listen carefully to God’s word. 

They are encouraged to turn away from things 

that are wrong, to grow in love and to prepare for 

the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection at Easter.  

 

Dates for your diary  

Monday 11th Open evening 3:30-6:30 for parents 

Tuesday 12th Open evening 3:30-6:30 for parents 

Wednesday 13th Individual photographs 

Wednesday 13th Year 2 and Year 3 to Coolings 

Garden Centre 

Friday 15th Staff to hold a Movie Night for children  

Friday 15th Children can wear their Red Noses to 

school for Red Nose Day and give a donation to 

Comic Relief 

Friday 15th Reception Class to Petts Wood Library 

Wednesday 20th KS1 Performance 9:15 for 

parents 

Thursday 21st KS1 Performance 9:15 for parents 

Friday 22nd Year 1 to visit Petts Wood Library 

Saturday 23rd PTA Family Disco 

Thursday 28th Whole School spring walk in Jubilee 

Park 

Friday 29th PTA KS1 Easter Egg Hunt 

Friday 29th Helen O’Grady Performance to parents 

at 1:15 

April 

Monday 1st Bike Ability Year 6 

Tuesday 2nd Bike Ability Year 6 

Wednesday 3rd Year 1 Parent Meeting about The 

Phonic Check at 2:45 

Thursday 4th Year 5 Passion Play for parents at 

2:15 

Friday 5th End of term 

 

SAFEGUARDING 

Please note that no search engine is ever 100% 

safe although some are safer than others.  Google 

has launched a new search engine  https://

www.kiddle.co/ which is designed to offer safe 

https://nationalonlinesafety.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c75458b4927d513cbb744c23&id=7276857a86&e=94ac3dd258
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https://nationalonlinesafety.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c75458b4927d513cbb744c23&id=5156d38d95&e=94ac3dd258
https://nationalonlinesafety.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c75458b4927d513cbb744c23&id=5156d38d95&e=94ac3dd258
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BYMT 
 
Bromley Youth Music Trust will be running a Wind 

& Percussion Open Morning on Saturday 23rd 

March 2019.  This is an opportunity for primary 

pupils to try out the following instruments: 

Flute, Oboe, Clarinet, Saxophone, French Horn, 

Tuba, Trombone, Trumpet, Euphonium & 

Orchestral Percussion. 

There will also be a free performance given by 

musicians from The Band of the Grenadier Guards.  

Please see the attached flyer. 

 
After School Club 

As yesterday was World Book Day the children and 
staff made rabbit ears.  We also spent the 
afternoon making World Book Day bookmarks, 
which we laminated and applied tassels to. The 
children were trying to remember all the books 
they had read that featured a 
rabbit character.  They thought of Peter Rabbit, 
Alice in Wonderland, Miffy and Little Grey 
Rabbit.  Also this week we had a feast of tasty 
pancakes on Shrove Tuesday which was greatly 
enjoyed.  
  
Janet and team 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance  

Other Messages 

Year 4 
Father David has asked that the Year 4 Class Mass 
date be changed from Thursday 25th April to 
Thursday 2nd May. This will be held at 9.05 am at 
school.  The theme will be Peace and 
Reconciliation.  
Mrs Wilson 
 
Year 3 
 
Miss Atkinson has asked  Year 3 children to please 
bring in handwriting pens. 
 
Junk Appeal for Reception Class 
 
Please can we have donations of cardboard tubes 
and small cardboard boxes for our junk 
modelling.  No plastic pots at this time.  
Mrs Richards 
 
Daffodils 
 
Mrs Deasy has asked children to return daffodils to 
school on 19th March ready to be judged the same 
day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

physical. The workshop itself aims to not only offer 
respite from the obvious challenges of such a 
circumstance but also encourage these youngsters 
to learn from others who share in a similar 
situation. 
Please contact  
Peter.Hickman@bromleymencap.org  for more 
information. 
 

BPV Cake and Share Group 

For all parents of children with additional needs - 

mainstream, specialist and home educated. Come 

and have a chat with other parents of children 

with additional needs who are in similar situations. 

You can share experiences and information, build 

connections and friendships. 

All sessions are from 9:30 am to 11:30 am  

 1st Wednesday – Sanctuary Café, Orpington 

Baptist Church, Station Road, Orpington, BR6 0RZ 

 2nd Wednesday, Costa Coffee, 1a Colman 

House High Street Penge London SE20 7EX   

 3rd Wednesday – CORZA, 111 – 113 High 

Street West Wickham BR4 0L 

4th Wednesday – The Chancery, 90 Bromley Road, 
Beckenham, BR3 5NP 

 

PTA 

Our Wild West Family Disco is now sold out so 

thanks to those who have brought tickets. We’re 

looking forward to seeing all your costumes! 

Last week’s Own Clothes Day raised £352 which 

will help fund raffle prizes for the Summer 

Fair.  Thank you all. 

Also, we have a new event coming up just after 

Easter, a Comedy Night which will be held in the 

school hall.  So do make a note of this in your 

diaries! 

DIARY DATES 

Saturday 23 March        Family Disco, School Hall 

6.30pm 

Saturday 27 April           Comedy Night, School Hall 

Saturday 18 May           Spring Ball, West Kent Golf 

Club 6.30pm 

Contact us: pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com or via 

our Facebook page. 

Community News 

Bromley Dyslexic Association’s Parent Pop-Up 

Roadshow Event! 

Saturday, 23rd March, Bromley - 12:30 pm (doors 

open) – 4:00pm 

Location: Bromley Central Library High Street, 

Bromley, BR1 1EX (The Large Hall) 

 

The British Dyslexia Association are delighted to 

visit our area with guest speakers from Microsoft 

and SEN Legal. This event is aimed at parents of 

children with dyslexia and those who have a 

general interest in finding out more about this 

learning difference. Places are limited so please 

book now to avoid disappointment: 

www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/events 

‘Being a sibling’ workshop  
12 March & 19 March 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm 
This is a two part workshop entitled ‘Being a 
Sibling’ and is aimed specifically at siblings of a 
person with a disability; whether mental or 

mailto:pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com
https://bromleyparentvoice.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ceefbb105ff1a1a52fcafb588&id=5eb01846f8&e=47817e336a
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