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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
The Education Commission for the Southwark 
Diocese wrote to schools this week to say that at 
Advent we are reminded of the ever-increasing 
need to welcome Jesus Christ at Christmas. 
Today's uncertainty and the relentless pace of 
change is even more reason for all to take time 
out, take stock, and seize the opportunity to 
reflect on the extraordinary moment in history 
when God came on earth to dwell among us. The 
Commission went on to write that our schools 
continue to be beacons of excellence, bringing the 
light of Christ into the world.  
 
Last week we had a visit from an improvement 
partner. She was impressed with the outstanding 
behaviour for learning throughout the school and 
complimented children on their attitudes to 
learning. During classroom observations she saw 
deep and challenging questioning that gave 
opportunities for thinking time and saw that 
children were always engaged. She looked at work 
in books and was pleased to see such high 
expectations and children taking pride in their 
work. She was pleasantly surprised to see so much 
outdoor learning taking place that clearly inspired 
our children and she commented on the 
leadership of the school having a very strong 
capacity to drive further improvement.   
  
We have had a busy week in the run up to 
Christmas. Medals and certificates have been 
given to the children that attend The Spanish Club; 
they should all be very proud of what they have 
achieved this term. We are pleased that we are 
able to provide so many extra-curricular clubs for 
the children to take part in. The list of clubs has 
already been sent out if children would like to take 
part in clubs next term. On Tuesday the KS2 
children had a presentation from a potential 
Computer Club that we are hoping to run next 

Headteacher’s Message term. More details are attached. There is also an 
attached leaflet about Mandarin classes in 
Orpington.   
 
We were visited by a Travel Plan Advisor from the 
London Borough of Bromley this week. At the 
moment we are a Bronze TFL STARS school and we 
are applying to become a Silver STARS school. 
Judging takes place over the summer and the 
advisor feels that we should be successful.  Thank 
you to Mrs Wakefield and to our Year 6 Junior 
Travel Ambassadors for working so hard on this. 
We will keep you updated.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to Ellen from Harlequin’s Dance and 
Drama school for helping the children in their 
show after school on Tuesday. Mrs Connolly and I 
were impressed with the acting and dancing. Well 
done to everyone who took part.  
 



 

 

KS1 and KS2 have both had their Christmas Parties 
this week and have had great fun. KS1 danced to 
the Baby Shark and did the conga and KS2 and the 
staff danced along to DJ Mr Marvel.  
 
A huge thank you to the staff for performing the 
second Staff Pantomime. I am not sure who 
enjoyed it the most…the staff or the children! 
Thank you particularly to Miss Atkinson for writing 
the script and directing proceedings. I hope we 
entertained the children and I am pleased to say 
that we raised approximately £900 for the 
Playground Projects.  

I am pleased to be able to tell you that we raised 
£865.90 from the retiring collections after the KS2 
Carol Concert and the KS1 Nativity Plays. This will 
be divided between The Cardinal Hume Centre, 
The Passage and The St Vincent de Paul Society.  
Thank you all so much for your generosity. 
 
On Thursday we held an assembly for Mrs 
Partridge. She has worked at St James’ for ten 
years and is now looking forward to her well-
deserved retirement. She has inspired so many 
children and staff with her music and we will all 

Year 5 visited The Greenwich Planetarium on 
Wednesday and had a wonderful time. As always 
their behaviour was brilliant. They were able to 
ask questions about the work they had been doing 
in class. Thank you to Mrs Wilson for organising 
this trip.  
 
The classroom doors have been decorated by the 
children on the theme of Christmas and when staff 
judged the doors Year 6 won first place. Well done 
to everyone for making the school look festive and 
to Miss McCarthy for organising this.  

Year 6 have been out in the local community this 
week singing carols at Southmore Court 
Residential Home and Petts Wood Library. I know 
that they have given great joy to those that heard 
them sing. Thank you to Year 6, Mrs Connolly and 
Miss Atkinson.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

really miss her. I have spent many hours working 
whilst listening to KS1 music lessons and I always 
look forward to Thursday mornings. We all 
remember teachers that we had when we were at 
school because they taught us new things, excited 
us and believed in us. I know that Mrs Partridge 
will be remembered by so many children for the 
rest of their lives as she brought such infectious 
enthusiasm to all her music lessons and helped 
children perform at school nativity plays and 
concerts. She will always be part of our community 
and we look forward to seeing her again when she 
comes back to visit.  
 

As we come to the end of term I would like to 
thank all the wonderful staff that work at St 
James’. I have never known such a dedicated staff 
that continually go above and beyond what is 
expected of them. On Wednesday this was 
epitomised by all staff, including those not working 
that day,  appearing in fancy dress and full make 
up to put on a Pantomime for the children. The 
staff here always rise to the challenge and never 
fail to amaze me. Thank you also to the families of 
St James’. We are very lucky indeed to have your 
support. Finally, and most importantly, a huge 
thank you to all the children for their hard work 
this term. They are at the heart of everything that 
we do. 
Thank you for all your kind words, Christmas cards 
and generous gifts. I wish you and your families a 
peaceful and restful Christmas. I look forward to 
seeing you all in the New Year when the children 
return on Tuesday 8th January 2019.  
Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year  
 
With best from Mrs Weeks 

Safe Guarding 

What do you do if have a concern when school is 
closed? 

If there is an urgent matter of safeguarding or 
child protection you should contact Bromley Social 
Services directly on 020 8461 7373 or e-
mail mash@bromley.gov.uk  
Another alternative is to contact the NSPCC on 
0808 800 5000 or by e-mail help@nspcc.org.uk.  
Finally, there is the alternative of calling the Police 
on 999. 
 
 
Please make a note of the following dates:  
 
Please note that school masses will now be on 
Thursdays and not Wednesdays. This is because 
KS1 will have music on Wednesdays.  
 
January 

Tuesday 8th Children return  

Thursday 10th Whole School Mass at church at 

9:30 am led by Yr. 3 

Tuesday 15th   PTA Meeting in the school hall at 

7:30pm 

Tuesday 22nd Parent Workshop on Child Anxiety at 

10:30 -11:30 (Please let the office know if you 

would like one of the twenty places) 

Wednesday 30th Year 5 and Year 6 Choir to Young 

Voices 

Thursday 31st Primary Future Speaker in Year 6 

February 

Friday 1st Year 3 Class assembly in the School Hall 

at 2:50 

Monday 4th Open Classroom for parents to look at 

trays at 3:30 

Thursday 7th Year 5 Class Mass in school at 9:05   

Thursday 7th Yr 5 and Yr 6 Reading Comprehension 

information presentation for parents at 3:30 

Tuesday 12th Moon watch at school at 6:15pm 

Monday 18th –Friday22nd Half term holiday  
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Other Messages….. 
 
Anxiety Workshop 

Bromley Y is a local charity that offers support to 

young people and their families. They are offering 

to run a free workshop at our school for parents.  

The workshop will focus on managing anxiety and 

building confidence in our children. There are only 

twenty places available so if you would like to 

attend please let the office 

know.  The workshop will run for approximately 

one hour and will be on Tuesday 22nd January 

2019 at 10am in the ICT suite. This is a great 

opportunity to find out about anxiety in children 

and to hear advice on how to manage it and we 

are fortunate to be able to host the event.  

School Garden 

Please find the school garden council minutes 

attached. 

Guitar Lessons 

We have a new guitar teacher starting with us in 

January. If you are interested in your child having 

lessons please email joeboyle04@gmail.com and 

collect a BYMT form from the office in the new 

term. 

Oakies 
 
All the staff at Oakies would like to wish you and 
your family a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. We look forward to seeing you all next term 
and would like to thank you very much for the 
lovely gifts and cards. 

 Have fun, Oakie Dokie 

 Janet and team 

 
 
 
 

Thursday 28th PTA own clothes day 

March 

Wednesday 6th Whole School Ash Wednesday 

Mass led by Yr 5   

Thursday 7th World Book Day: Children are 

welcome to dress up as a Book Character 

Friday 8th Year 4 Class Assembly in the school hall 

at 2:50pm 

Saturday 9th Cross Country for Year 3 and Year 4 

Monday 11th Open evening 3:30-6:30 for parents 

Tuesday 12th Open evening 3:30-6:30 for parents 

Wednesday 13th Individual photographs 

Friday 15th Staff to hold a Movie Night for children 

Wednesday 20th KS1 Performance 9:15 for 

parents 

Thursday 21st KS1 Performance 9:15 for parents 

Saturday 23rd PTA Family Disco 

Thursday 28th Whole School spring walk in Jubilee 

Park 

Friday 29th PTA KS1 Easter Egg Hunt 

Friday 29th Helen O’Grady Performance to parents 

at 1:15 

April 

Monday 1st Bike Ability Year 6 

Tuesday 2nd Bike Ability Year 6 

Thursday 4th Year 5 Passion Play for parents 

Friday 5th End of term 

Word on Wednesday 
This week’s word is VISITORS. In assembly we read 
this Sunday’s Gospel. We talked about what Mary 
did when she heard about Elizabeth having a baby. 
Even though she had many of her own 
preparations to make for the birth of Jesus, she 
still went out of her way to visit her elderly relative 
Elizabeth. We discussed how we could make 
visitors feel welcome when they visit us and 
prayed that we make any visitors to our home this 
Christmas welcome. 



 

 

Attendance 
 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PTA News 
 
Short and sweet from us this week… MERRY 

CHRISTMAS!  We hope that you and your families 

enjoy a happy and restful break.  Thank you again 

for all your support and generosity this term.  

Diary dates: 

Friday 8 February        Horrible Histories - Terrible 

    Tudors, Churchill Theatre   

Saturday 23 March      Family Disco, School Hall 

    6.30pm 

Contact us: pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com or via 

our Facebook page. 

Class No. of lates last week 

Reception 1 

Year 1 1 

Year 2 0 

Year 3 0 

Year 4 1 

Year 5  1 

Year 6 0 
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