
Effective Spelling 
Thursday 24th November 2016 



What is the origin of these words: 
German, French, Italian or Greek? 

u Kindergarten, fiasco, morpheme, solo, 
confetti, cuisine, thesis, diameter, 
photograph, pirouette, regime, lager, 
antique, opera, delicatessen, aisle, 
finale, waltz, rucksack. 



The English Language 

u  The English language is a rich language but also a complicated one because of its 
alphabetic system and its history.  

u  26 letters creating 44 phonemes in 144 combinations form about half a million 
words. There are 20 spoken vowel sounds but only five vowel letters e.g. the long 
a sound is represented by ai, a-e, ea, ay, eigh. 

u  English has always been a vacuum-cleaner of a language. German, French, 
Spanish, Portuguese, Greek and Latin words have enriched the language.  

u  Standardised spelling was not achieved until around 1650 and pronunciation has 
changed since then. The challenge is that one letter does not make one sound.  

u  There are very few rules in English that work without exceptions therefore it is 
about developing a sense of probability.  

u  This may seem daunting however 85% of the English spelling system is predictable.  



Good spellers: 

u  are curious about words and language;  

u  enjoy reading extensively and write a wide range of text;  

u  take risks and have the confidence to have a go; 

u  are independent and understand their own role in their learning and take an 
active interest in the meaning and spelling of words;  

u  do not pass through stages of spelling development but instead use a range of 
strategies such as: phonics; word structure; word meanings; visual patterns; 
making analogies and deducing rules and using a repertoire of known words. 



In order to spell we need both phonetic 
knowledge and morphological knowledge.  
 
u  Phonetic knowledge: Phonics describes the ability to register, rehearse and 

categorise the sounds of language.  This awareness is developed from birth 
where early play with language and rhyme is vital.  

u  Sounds (phonemes) are represented by letters (graphemes) 

u  A phoneme can be represented by one or more letters 

u  The same phoneme can be represented in more than one way 

u  The same grapheme may represent more than one phoneme  

u  We segment phonemes in order to spell 

u  Morphological knowledge (parts of words): root words, compound words, 
suffixes, prefixes, etymology. 



Children need to use a range of strategies: 
Visual strategies 
 
 

u  Look, say, cover, write and check method.  

u  Quick write on whiteboards to check. 

u  Use a highlighter to draw attention to the part of the word that is wrong. 

u  Look for words within words e.g. get in vegetable 

u  Draw the shape of the word. 

u  Rainbow words where the word parts are written in bright colours. 

u  Awareness of common letter strings and word patterns. 



Children need to use a range of 
strategies: Auditory  strategies 
u  Knowledge of phonics using sound buttons and robot arms. 

u  Say the word in an exaggerated way e.g. Wednesday.  

u  Listen to the word, break it into syllables and identify the phonemes in each syllable e.g. Sep-tem-ber. 

u  Make analogies and deduce rules using words that are already known e.g.  If you can spell would you can 
spell could. 

u  Explore rules by using rich texts e.g. Burger Boy. Read the text and put thumb up when they hear the sound 
ee. Then give children the text to highlight different ee sounds. They put these in groups and look for 
patterns and best bet.  

u  Use stories and songs to encourage rhythm and rhymes and tongue twisters e.g. Cat in the Hat. 

u  Investigate the alphabet. Use alphabet books and make an alphabet book by writing a story using a letter. 

u  Sound tables. 

u  Onset and rime (If you can spell ball you can spell hall, call, fall): d/og, f/og, h/and, gr/and, s/and, bl/and 

u  Play word games and word play. 



Alphabet books 

u  Once upon an alphabet Oliver Jeffers 

u  Take Away the A by Michael Escoffier 

u  Alpha by Isabel Arsenault 

u  Alphabet by Paul Thurlby 

u  L is for London by Paul Thurlby 



Word Games 

u  Magic word game 

u  Hate to love, Cold to warm, Bike to rack. 

u  Countdown game :Happysoft.org.uk choose 3 vowels, 4 consonants, 30 seconds   

u  High street games such as Boggle and Junior scrabble 

u  Collaborative learning website games 
u  Compound words and word chain games e.g. goodnight 

u  Root word game where you choose two root words and make as many words as 
you can by adding prefixes and suffixes E.g. form, just, cast, note, help, appear 

u  Eye spy game 

u  Homonyms e.g. homophones e.g. night, knight(sound the same but spelled 
differently) and homographs e.g. bow, bow (spelled the same but have different 
meanings)  



Children need to use a range of 
strategies: Kinaesthetic  strategies 

u  Get a feel for writing the word e.g. trace words in the air or on paper. 

u  Write the word three times using join handwriting.   



Children need to use a range of 
strategies: Rule- based  strategies 

u  Use base words e.g. smiling=smile+ing 

u  Use spelling rules. 

u  Provide a sentence for children to learn the word in context and dictations. 

u  Spelling tests based on common letter patterns, words arising from children’s 
writing and topic words.  



Children need to use a range of strategies: 
Word structure and meaning strategies  

u  Word study to encourage an interest in spelling: Draw attention to the word 
meaning and structure using a thesaurus, a dictionary and by creating word 
banks.   

u  Study etymology: Use Oxford School Dictionary of Word Origins by John Ayto 
or Shakespeare’s Oxford Illustrated Dictionary. 

u  Create word webs: Bi-2,Bio-life, Sub-before, Aqua-water, Photo-light, Graph-
visual, Auto-self, Scope-to look, Hydro-water, Meta-change, Tele-far E.g. 
aqua… aquarium, aquamarine, aqua duct 

u  Learn about words from different languages.  



Children need to use a range of 
strategies: Mnemonic strategies 

u  : e.g. people –people eat orange peel like elephants  



Reading 

u  Good spellers are children who enjoy reading, read a wide range of books and 
see reading as a source of learning about vocabulary, punctuation and 
spelling.  

u  Children need to be competent readers as reading provides children with an 
increasing store of implicit knowledge about written language. Children can 
make a note of unknown words and find their meaning.  

u  Good readers who are poor spellers do not make enough links between 
reading and spelling.  

u  Adults should draw attention to the spellings and words in books and reread 
books with a focus on the spellings and words.  



Writing 

u  There should be frequent opportunities to write.  

u  The range, length and depth of writing needs to be extended. 

u    Authentic audiences for writing are needed to encourage children to attend 
to the spelling.  

u  There should be planning, revising and editing with a focus on content, 
structure, spelling and punctuation.   



How do I spell a word? 

u  Recall words from memory. 

u  Use phonic knowledge. 

u  Use knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes. 

u  Use spelling rules. 

u  Use known words. 

u  Use resources such as dictionaries, phoneme mats, alphabet code charts. 

u  Use spelling journals. 

u  Trial and error and visualisation. 



Spellodrome 

u  Aim for 1000 points per week.  

u  Log in details are the same as Mathletics. 


