
 

 

 Friday 14th 2018            Twitter: @stjamesrc      Issue 31 

St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 

As we come to the end of our first full week back I 

want to once again welcome all our new families 

to the school. I hope they will all be very happy at 

St James’. We have now met the new Reception 

children who were brave enough to stand up in 

assembly and tell us their names. Very impressive! 

They all seem to have settled in well and Mrs 

Richards, Mrs Nash and Mrs Coxon are all very 

pleased with how they are getting on. We also 

welcome Miss McCarthy to St James’ although as 

an ex pupil she probably knows the school better 

than all of us! It is also great to see Miss Atkinson 

back with us, after having her baby, teaching Key 

Stage 2 Music. She will be back with us full time 

after the October half term.  

At the start of the school year I want to remind 

parents of our Healthy School Policy. At break 

times children can bring in fruit or dried fruit but 

fruit strips are not permitted as they contain a 

great deal of sugar. If children are having packed 

lunches they can bring their lunch in bags with 

cooling packs when the weather is warm. Hot or 

warm food is not permitted. The packed lunch 

should not contain chocolate, crisps or sweets. 

Children can bring water to school to drink. On 

Fridays children may bring in crisps or a chocolate 

biscuit as a treat if they want. Can I remind 

parents not to send in products with nuts or 

hummous.   

We have had a busy week. Mrs Wilson spent the 

weekend at The Adoremus National Eucharistic 

Pilgrimage and Congress in Liverpool. This was an 

opportunity for the Church to gather and reflect 

Headteacher’s Message 
on the centrality of the Eucharist and particularly to 

explore the place of Eucharistic Adoration. Mrs 

Wilson will be sharing information with staff and 

children over the coming weeks.  

We celebrated a wonderful Mass on Wednesday 

and we were blessed to be given a gift from Father 

David of a beautiful statue of Mary which is now in 

our Prayer corner in the hall.  

 

 

 

 

In Character Education this half term we will be 

thinking about the word COURAGE. I introduced 

this in assembly by telling the story of Daniel in the 

Lion’s Den. This reminded us to have the courage to 

stand up for what we believe in. It teaches us about 

the promises and faithfulness of God, even if we 

feel like everything has been lost. Daniel knew the 

new law, but committed in his heart to remain 

steadfast in his prayer and praise to the Lord.  

On Tuesday I was invited to attend a Mass 

celebrated by Archbishop Peter Smith at St 

George’s Cathedral to mark the beginning of the 

new school year. Mary Hutchinson, our Chair of 

Governors, and our two RE Ambassadors from Year 

6 accompanied me. During the Mass there was a 

Commissioning and Rededication of Headteachers 

and I was asked by the Archbishop to renew my 

commitment to serve the St James’ community. 

Christ is the Foundation on which we build our 

school, and as a Headteacher I have the 

responsibility for ensuring that our school is 

centred on Christ.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Jenny, the Petts Wood librarian, was thrilled to see 

so many avid readers in our assembly this 

morning.  

 

 

 

The Daily Mile has started again with renewed 

energy and the children are really enjoying this 

initiative. Thank you to Mrs Connolly for 

organising this.  

I hope that you find the Parent Information letters 

that are being sent out today very useful. They 

contain the information that you may have missed 

if you were unable to attend the Class Briefings 

this week. We want to give you as much 

information as possible about how you can help at 

home. We use cursive handwriting in St James’ 

and parents are able to access information from 

home. We use Letter join and the password and 

username is: 

stjames 

bromley 

Mathletics is still available to children and 

hopefully Reception children have already started 

this. Please see your class teacher if you need 

more details about this.   

Clubs are starting up again this term. We are lucky 

to have a few new clubs starting including The 

Tiny Artists’ Club. The KS2 children were also given 

a presentation this week from The Mad Science 

Club and letters were sent home. Please contact 

the club and book direct with them if you are 

interested. They have made the classes smaller 

and have split them into two age groups. More 

details will follow later this term for KS1. Please let 

the office know if your son would like to join Mr 

Parr’s Book Club on Tuesday lunchtimes.  

We have been asked to pass on information about 

Saturday Strings for Grades 3-5 on Saturday 

mornings at BYMT. Please contact Tim Wells at 

twells@bymt.co.uk  

Parent Questionnaires 

Thank you to those parents that sent back the 

Parent and Pupil Questionnaire in July.  Thank you 

for taking the time to fill the questionnaires in as 

the feedback is very important to us. I contacted 

the parents that had added their names and had 

individual questions. 50 families replied out of our 

154 families. The results showed us that: 

100% feel there is an atmosphere of mutual respect. 

100% of parents feel welcome when they come to 

school. 

100% feel there is a wide range of extra-curricular 

activities before and after school and at lunchtimes.  

100% of parents feel that the school’s values and 

attitudes have a positive effect on their child.  

100% feel that the newsletters provide clear 

information regarding what has happened in school 

and future events.  

100% feel that the website provides clear information 

regarding what has happened in school and future 

events. 

100% feel that they can approach the school if they 

have a concern. 

100% feel that the information and curriculum 

meetings combined with the PTA meetings help them 

to know what is going on. 

100% feel that the school encourages parents and 

cares to play an active part in school life.  

100% feel that the leadership of the school ensures 

that their children learn effectively, grow in faith and 

become good citizens.  
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98% of people who replied say their children are 

happy and thriving. 

98% would recommend the school to others. 

98% are happy with the progress their child is making. 

98% feel there is an interesting and exciting curriculum 

98% feel that the teaching enables their children to 

learn extremely well. 

98% feel that all staff are approachable. 

98% feel that parent meetings provide the information 

they require. 

98% feel that they understand the role of the school 

governors.  

Parents asked if we could have a text messaging 

system. We have had quotes for this but it would 

be far too expensive for a one form entry school 

so for now we will continue with emails. We will 

of course consider it if it becomes financially 

viable.   

We were also asked to look at the way sporting 

events were communicated to parents. Mr 

Copeland is looking into this however one of the 

problems is we often do not get much notice for 

competitions and as you can imagine the 

transporting of children is usually very 

complicated.  

Some parents felt that the staggered start into 

Reception was too long. We will look at this for 

next year.   

We will also be looking at the end of year school 

report.  

We have listened to concerns about homework 

and will be addressing this. We will have a 

working party to help us make decisions. If you 

are interested in being part of this working party 

please let me know by Friday 28th September. 

We are trying very hard to improve the KS1 

playground but as you can imagine this is a very 

expensive project. We will be starting to fundraise 

for this and will send you more details when we 

have them.  

Welcome to all our new families.  We hope you 

enjoy your time at St James.  We hope to meet 

many of you at our forthcoming events this term. 

Those who have booked and paid for tickets to 

the PTA trip to Madagascar at the Churchill 

Theatre on Thursday 27 September can collect 

them after school pick up on Wednesday and 

Friday next week. The PTA will be at a table in the 

main reception.    

A reminder to all, do join and follow the PTA 

Facebook group, PTA St James' Primary Petts 

Wood, where we post reminders and notices. 

 

Thursday 27 September, 5.30 pm    Madagascar 

The Musical, Churchill Theatre 

Tuesday 2 October, 7.30pm             PTA Meeting 

and AGM 

Saturday 6 October, 3-5pm            Children's 

Fashion Show 

Contact us: pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com or via 
our Facebook page 
 
 
 
 

This week’s word is JESUS.  This Sunday’s Gospel 

reminds us that during his time on earth Jesus 

was many things to many people. He was a 

teacher, a healer and a leader. The word Jesus in 

Hebrew means ‘God Saves’. Jesus came to save us 

from doing wrong. We sometimes need courage 

to do the right thing.  

PTA NEWS 

The Wednesday Word 
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Dates  Safeguarding 

This week we have had to deal with many 

behaviour issues that have stemmed from the 

online game Fortnite. It really is starting to take 

over children’s play and now seems to be 

impacting on their learning and their behaviour. 

Fortnite also includes a mode called Battle Royale, 

in which 100 online players are put in a battle field 

to fight until death until one player remains. In the 

UK the Video Standards Council rate Fortnite 

as PEGI 12 as it has frequent scenes of violence. 

They state that it is not suitable for persons under 

12 years of age. Its online nature could expose  

players to offensive language from strangers via 

the voice or on-screen text chat. It is a game 

where the sound is crucial and this means that 

players wear headphones and parents cannot hear 

what is being said by strangers. Worryingly 

children in school tell us that if they are frightened 

by something they hear online they do not tell 

parents in case they are not allowed to play the 

game again. This game has an age rating of 12+ so 

for schools this becomes a Safe Guarding issue. I 

attended a powerful talk this week given by the 

mother of Breck Bednar who was 14 when he was 

killed by an online gamer who groomed him 

through online games. The Breck Foundation 

wants children to understand that someone online 

might lie about who they are. They should only 

talk to people that are already real friends that 

they know.  

Year 6 and Year 5 Walking to the Gate 

If you want your Year 6 or Year 5 child to walk to 

the gate at the end of the day please ensure that 

you have filled in a form granting permission. If we 

know that your child is walking to the gate, we will 

let them do so but children must return to the 

school office if the adult collecting them is late.  In 

a close community such as ours, it is easy to offer 

to take a child home out of kindness; we ask that 

you return to school, any child who is without an 

adult at the gate, so that we know they are safe. 

Thank you. 

  

 

Please make a note of the following dates:  

Monday 17th  Year 6 Aylesford Retreat for Year 6 

Wednesday 19th Online Safety Training for 

children, staff and parents. The presentation for all 

parents, grandparents and carers is at 9-9:45 in 

the school hall. Please come along to hear the very 

important messages about children online safety.  

Wednesday 19th. Reception parents are welcome 

to come and see the school dinner system at 

11:50. 

Friday 21st Jeans for Genes Day. Children can make 

a donation of £1 and come to school in their own 

clothes and wearing jeans. The charity will be 

explained to them during the week.  

Tuesday 25th 3:20pm Information Meeting for 

Parents, Grandparents and carers that would like 

to volunteer to hear children read in school. 

Wednesday 26th Year 2 and Year 6 Road Safety 

Talk 

Wednesday 26th Year 6 PGL meeting for parents 

(7pm) 

Thursday 27th Reception Class Briefing for parents 

at 1:15  

Thursday 27th Year 5 Wild Child Meeting for 

parents 2:30 

Friday 21st Year 4 are visiting Petts Wood Library 

 

Have a good weekend.  

Mrs Weeks 

http://videostandards.org.uk/RatingBoard/game-search.html?with-update-data=1&gameTitle=fortnite


 

 

Other messages….. 

 

We hope you had a restful summer break and are enjoying 
the start of the new school year. 
  
We would all like to thank you very much for the lovely 
cards and gifts.  These were much appreciated. 
  
Oakies would like to welcome all our new members to the 
club.  
  
Just to confirm, Breakfast Club opens at 7.30 and if you wish 
your child to eat please arrive by 8.05am.  We need to 
vacate the kitchen so that the cook can start preparing the 
lunches.  Thank you very much for your cooperation. 
  
Oakie dokie 
  
Janet and team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dad and Me monthly playgroup @St James church 

community centre is on Saturday 15th September from 10

-11.30am. For children 0-7 years and their dads, £2 per 

family, join us for play, chat and bacon butties! 

Contact dad.me@stjamespettswood.org for details. 

Oakies’ Club 

mailto:dad.me@stjamespettswood.org

